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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’ 


’  spectacular  Auction  Season 

Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  sold  the  Walter  H. 

Childs  Collection  specimen 
of  the  1 804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for 

$4 , 1 40 ,000 .  The  highest  j 

price  paid  at  auction  for  any 
rare  coin. 


We  have  also  sold  the 
Eliasherg  1804  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  for 
$1 ,815,000  and  the 
Eliasherg  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  for 
$1 ,485,000.  In  fact,  of  the 
top  !  0  record  prices  realized 
for  individual  U.S.  coins 
sold  at  public  auction,  we 
sold  five  of  them. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season 
tor  2002.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
expertise  go  to  work  tor  you !  Whether  your  collection  is  worth 
several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same 
quality  ot  presentation  and  numismatic  expertise  that  charac¬ 
terized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins, 
sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other 
numismatic  items  tor  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging 
from  museums,  government  agencies,  and  institutions  to  pri¬ 
vate  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  avail¬ 
able  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call 
John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  at  1-800-458-4646,  for  complete 
details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  he  the 
most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 

Our  Upcoming  Sales... 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . April  15 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — “H”  Sale . May  2 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . May  15 

World  Coin  Auction — Long  Beach . June  6 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — “I”  Sale . June  13 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . June  15 

June  Sale — MidAmerica  Coin  Expo . June  27,  28 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . July  15 

July  Rarities — Pre  ANA  New  York  City . July  3 1 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — “J”  Sale . August  8 

B&.M  Express  Internet  Auction . August  1 5 

September  Sale . TBA 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . September  15 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — “K”  Sale . October  3 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . October  1 5 

November  Sale — Suburban  Washington! Baltimore  ...  November  7-9 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . November  15 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . December  1 5 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 
several  years.  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004  Y 
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Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
146.  On  the  pages  to  follow  you  will  find 
new  purchases,  special  offers,  and  other 
interesting  things — a  panorama  of  rare 
coins,  hooks,  and  numismatic  delight. 

Collecting  rare  coins  is  one  of  the  finer 
things  of  life,  a  pleasure  that  can  he  enjoyed 
in  your  easy  chair,  or  in  the  calm  and  comfort 
of  your  favorite  room.  There  is  an  inherent 
fascination  with  old  and  traditional  things. 
Have  you  ever  noticed  that  when  an  invest¬ 
ment  hank  tells  of  its  services,  like  as  not  you 
are  shown  a  wood-paneled  office  with  a  shelf 
full  of  hardbound  htxtks?  Or,  when  the  insur¬ 
ance  agency  Chubb  invites  inquiries,  an  old 
or  at  least  traditional-style  house  is  shown? 
TTiere  is  something  warm,  fuzzy,  and  friendly 
about  interesting  relics  from  the  past. 

There  are  as  many  different  ways  to 
collect  coins  as  there  are  coins  them¬ 
selves.  Some  of  our  clients  want  to  form  a 
collection  quickly,  and  in  ultra-grades 
such  as  MS-67  to  MS-70,  in  such  areas  as 
modern  commemoratives  and  bullion 
coins  where  this  is  possible.  Others  delight 
in  obtaining  a  well-worn  1796-dated  (in 
Roman  numerals)  Indian  peace  medal 
showing  a  farmer  plowing  a  field — in¬ 
tended  to  reflect  the  benefits  of  domestic¬ 
ity.  Still  another  buyer  will  seek  an  1837 
Liberty  Seated  half  dime  without  stars, 
looking  for  MS-60  to  MS-63,  but  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  And,  someone  else  will 
appreciate  the  satiny  surface  of  a  lustrous 
1885-CC  Morgan  dollar. 

In  the  field  of  stamp  collecting,  some 
collect  just  “bare”  stamps — by  themselves. 
Others  collect  “postal  history,”  this  being  a 
stamp  affixed  to  an  old  envelope  that  hears 
markings  that  it  was  carried  by  a  Wells  Fargo 
stagecoach,  or  on  Kiard  the  Mail  Boat  Uncle 
I  Sam  on  Lake  Winnipesaukee  here  in  New 
I  1  lamp,shire.  A  stamp  worth,  say,  $5,  can  he 
worth  $2(X)  or  even  $500  or  even  more,  if  it 
has  an  interesting  “history”  to  go  with  it.  1 
suggest  that  in  coin  collecting,  you  can  get 
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“numismatic  history”  free  as  a  Knius  with  ev¬ 
ery  coin  you  (,)wn.  In  my  opinion,  a  $50  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  (you  pick  the  variety) 
plus  $50  spent  on  a  hook  or  several  books 
about  commemoratives,  will  multiply  the 
value  of  each  coin — and,  as  you  add  other 
commemoratives,  each  will  become  more 
“valuable”  simply  by  reading  about  it.  As  a 
collector  of  rare  coins,  you  can  have  a  “fine 
art  museum”  in  your  tiwn  den  or  office — with 
treasures  from  bygone  eras,  each  with  its  own 
story.  As  you  know  if  you’ve  been  a  constant 
reader,  1  like  coins,  but  1  really  love  their  his¬ 
tory.  A  coin  does  not  have  to  he  rare  or  ex¬ 
pensive  to  be  as  exciting  as  all  get-out.  If 
asked,  I  could  stand  on  a  proverbial  soapbox 
and  talk  for  a  half  hour  about  the  “common” 
1883  Liberty  Head  nickel  without  CENTS, 
or  the  super-rare  1804  dollar — the  stories  are 
there  with  both  coins. 

Check  the  coins  we  offer,  pick  out 
those  that  interest  you  the  most,  then  call 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Tom 
Becker  or  Sandi  Scott — and,  before  you 
know  it,  a  package  filled  with  “gextdies”  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox — each  guaranteed  to 
he  a  nice  example  of  its  variety  and  grade,  of 
handpicked  quality,  and  a  good  value  for  the 
price  paid — tx  your  money  hack!  Is  this  your 
first  Rare  Coin  Reiiewi  Favor  us  with  a  small 
trial  order.  1  have  every  reason  to  believe 
you’ll  become  a  customer  for  life! 

Interesting  and  valuable  books  are  all 
offered  at  a  discount  as  are  our  “Eagle”  dis¬ 
play  albums.  These  are  inexpensive,  and 
they  permit  your  coins  to  he  instantly 
viewed  and  enjoyed.  Call  Mary  Tocci  in 
our  Publications  Department,  at  the  same 
number  as  above.  Mary  also  has  a  free  gift 
for  you  (check  it  out!). 

All  the  best  to  you  from  all  of  us  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five 
Grand  Format™  auction  catalogues  pnxluced 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  (with  prices 
realized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $395  if  purchased  separately! 


Domestic  Subscription . $175 

Canada  &.  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) ..  $200 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) $250 

For  Instant  Service  Call 


1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  plcoset 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  589-5095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (803)  589-5319 
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Colonial,  Copper 
&  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and 
Early  American 
Coins 

Dave  Bovvers’  nevv’  hook,  More  Adventtrres 
with  Rare  Coins,  is  expected  to  reach  print  later 
this  year.  Right  now  as  these  words  are  being 
written,  the  volume  is  being  laid  out  by  our 
Graphics  Department  This  will  contain  several 
expanded  teatures  on  early  American  coins, 
commencing  with  the  classic  1652'dated  Massa- 
chiKsetts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  and  is  expected  to  he 
of  wide  interest.  Watch  tor  announcements! 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American 
coins  includes  many  different  issues,  some  quite 
common,  others  extremely  rare.  The  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  is  a  good  passport  to  gain 
basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encycbpedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
offers  much  infomaation  between  two  covers,  not 
only  in  the  colonial  field,  but  covering  all  aspects 
of  United  States  coinage,  all  at  a  reasonable  price. 
If  your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there  are 
many  excellent  studies  and  monographs,  some  out 
of  print,  and  others  being  published  today.  If  you 
are  interested  in  history,  an  absolute  must  is 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1875  work.  The  Early  Coins 
of  America,  offered  by  us  in  reprint  form.  This 
marvelous  volume  has  never  been  equaled  or  sur- 
pa.ssed  since  it  was  first  published  125  years  ago! 

The  Colonial  Newsletter,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street 
and  Broadway,  New  York  City),  is  the  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  information  and  ideas  in  the 
field  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Colonial  Coinage  References: 

Walter  Breen ’.s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colimial  Coirts.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  inf(vrmation  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  hy  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Gipies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRR-7M.  List  $I  55,  before 
V  ur  discount! 

American  Coin  Trea.sure.s  and  Hoards.  By  Q. 
1  '•ivid  Bfrwers.  Twrnty-t wo  chapters  are  filleil  with  sto¬ 
ne'  -if  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  vmie  waiting 


to  be  found.  A  wide  range  of  numismatics  are  covered, 
including  many  stories  of  colonial  coinage  such  as  the 
remarkable  Castine  Hoard  found  in  Maine.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  $59.95,  before  your  discount! 

The  Soho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money. 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty.  It  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  hook  is  a  “must  have.”  It  you  don’t  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  a  copy.  254 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505. 
List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Coins  of  America.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
hooks,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has  never 
been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illustrated.  Durst 
reprint.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45, 
before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  By  Eric  P. 
Newman.  The  source  for  early  American  paper  money 
of  the  colonial  era,  including  comprehensive  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  issue.  An  exceptional  reference  for  the 
Colonial  coin  collector  as  well.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hatdhound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  $75,  before  your 
discount! 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period. 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman.  346  pages,  illustrated. 
This  book  is  a  “sleeper”  in  that  many  numismatists  do 
not  know  about  it.  A  pleasant  reading  experience 
awaits  you — this  we  guarantee!  Cloth  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  RAN-214.  List  $25,  before  your  discount! 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confedera¬ 
tion.  By  Philip  L.  Mossman.  A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvestet  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  5 1 2 
pages,  illustrated.  Hatdhound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200. 
List  $100,  before  your  discount! 


Exceptional  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Large  Planchet  Variety 


1652  Pine  Tree  .shilling.  Large  Planchet.  Noe- 
5.  Rarity'4.  AU'58  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  lovely  heather  and  blue 
toning.  Virtually  complete  lustre  is  pre.sent 
with  natural  medium  gray  surfaces.  The 
planchet  is  exceptionally  well  formed;  only 


slightly  out  of  round  and  with  very  light, 
natural  waves.  We  cannot  overemphasize  the 
aesthetic  appeal  nor  the  importance  of  this 
example.  Truly  a  remarkable  opportunity  for 

the  colonial  coinage  aficionado .  14,950 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  With  Period,  Seven 
Harp  strings.  Breen- 180.  MS-64  RB 
(PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with  subdued  lus¬ 
tre.  A  pleasing  example  featuring  medium 
brown  surfaces  and  traces  of  orange.  Deep 
steel  toning  is  present  on  the  central  design 

points .  1,195 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  Breen-227, 
Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example  with  choice  medium  brown 
surfaces  and  ancient  porosity .  379 

Desirable  1766  Pitt  Halfpenny 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen'251.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  pleasing 
chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Struck  very 
slightly  off-center.  A  desirable  political 
medalet  of  the  times,  most  of  which  seem  to 
have  seen  circulation  as  “coppers”  in  pre- 
Revolutionary  America .  2,495 

Affordable  1776  Continental  Dollar 
1776  Continental  “Dollar.”  CURENCY  spell¬ 
ing.  Newman  1-C,  Breen- 1089.  Poor-1. 
Without  a  doubt,  this  is  among  the  lowest- 
level  Continental  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled!  Tltar  said,  this  example  is  guaranteed 
genuine,  as  are  all  the  coins  we  offer,  with  your 

satisfaction  guaranteed  as  well .  1 ,776 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  Small.  US,  Pointed 
Rays.  Crosby  2-C,  Breen- 1107.  ALI-50 
(PCGS).  Superb  quality  for  the  grade  with 
chestnut  brown  surfaces  and  few  minuscule 
abrasions.  Examples  are  known  dateil  1 78  3  and 
1785,  along  with  an  extremely  rare  contempo 
rary  counterfeit  bearing  the  I786d.ite.  1,275 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  nickelcoins  eor  sale 


1 786  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bii.st  left.  Miller  5.2- 
1.  VCi'8.  Choice  dark  hrown  .surfaces  with 
slitjhtly  lighter  devices . 69 


Impressive  1786  New  Jersey  Copper 


1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  ZO-N. 

EF'45  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  with 
chestnut  hrown  surfaces.  Choice  quality.  The 
obverse  border  is  wider  at  left  while  the  re- 
verse  is  nicely  centered .  2,950 

1787  New  Jersey.  Large  planchet.  Plain 

Shield.  Maris  6-D.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
Choice  steel  surfaces  with  hints  of  chestnut 
hrown.  A  prominent  die  crack  extends  left 
from  bottom  point  of  the  shield  on  the  re¬ 
verse .  1,195 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet.  Maris  dZ-T. 
EF'40.  NiceFy  centered  and  sharply  struck 
with  steel  hrown  surfaces.  Microscopic  poros¬ 
ity  is  present .  1 ,095 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 
Maris  46-e.  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 
example  with  mottled  chestnut  and  olive- 
brown.  Very  choice  surfaces  for  the  grade. 
Minor  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both  sides. 
Obverse  and  reverse  alike  exhibit  slight  cen¬ 
tral  weakness .  1,195 


Important  1787  New  Jersey  Copper 
Maris  68-w  Rarity 


1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  68-w.  Rarity-5.  F- 
15.  Choice  quality  for  the  grade  with 
mottled  chestnut  and  chocolate  hrown  sur¬ 
faces.  An  important  opportunity . 2,150 

1 786  Vermont.  Landscape.  VERMONTS  spell¬ 
ing.  Ryder-2.  F-15.  Pleasing  chestnut  and 
olive-brown  blended  with  splashes  of  ma¬ 
hogany.  Very  minor  planchet  irregularities 

are  noted,  especially  on  the  reverse .  575 

1786  Vermont.  Landscape.  VERMONTEN- 
SIUM  spelling.  Ryder-7.  VF-25.  Sharpness 
slightly  finer  with  very  light  porosity.  Deep 

steel  hrown  and  quite  attractive . 495 

1786  Vermont.  Landscape.  VERMONTEN- 
SIUM  spelling.  Ryder-8.  VF-50.  Very  faint 


porosity  is  visible  over  hlettded  olive  and 

steel  hrown .  595 

1786  Vermont.  Baby  Head.  Ryder-9.  F-IZ. 
Dark  hrown  surfaces,  slightly  lighter  on  the 
devices.  Struck  on  an  itnperfect  platichet  (as 
always)  from  crudely  prepared  dies.  A  typical 
Vermotit  copper,  this  variety  having  a 

sitnple,  childlike  portrait .  1,175 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder-10.  VF-ZO. 
Crudely  struck  with  olive  and  steel  hrown 
surfaces.  Minor  blemishes  and  imperfections 

are  visible . 495 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder-10.  F-12.  Faint 
porosity  with  very  dark  hrown  surfaces, 
lighter  devices,  and  splashes  of  mahogany 

patina . 295 

1 788  Vermont.  Bust  right.  Ryder-1 7.  Rarity-4  +  . 
VF-25.  A  delightful  example  despite  the 
presence  of  minute  porosity.  Lovely  steel 

hrown  surfaces . 449 

1788  Vermont.  Bust  right.  Ryder-23.  VF-20.  A 
pleasing  example,  nicely  centered,  and  with 

far  above  average  surfaces .  265 

1788  Vermont.  Bust  right.  Ryder-25.  F-12. 
Choice  surfaces  with  olive  and  chestnut 
hrown .  195 

Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four 
cinquefoils.  Kessler  Newman  8-X.  MS-63 
BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  choice  dark 
hrown  surfaces.  Struck  very  slightly  off-cen¬ 
ter.  An  important  example  for  the  special¬ 
ist,  or  for  the  colonial  type  collector.  The 
obverse  has  a  prominent  die  crack  from  the 

lower  border . 2,950 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  LINITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  KN  9-P.  Rarity-4.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
Mottled  olive  and  steel  hrown  with  pleasing 
surfaces . 825 

Lustrous  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1 787  Fugio.  STATES  LINITFD.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  1  1-X.  MS-62  RB 
(PCXjS).  An  attractive  example  with  inter- 
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mingled  hrown  toning  and  pale  orange  lustre. 
Several  planchet  flaws  are  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  as  often  found  on  examples  of  this  sc¬ 
ries . 2,950 


Desirable  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  Kessler  Newman  1  3-X.  MS-61  BN. 
A  delightful  example  with  pleasing  medium 
hrown  surfaces.  Some  peripheral  weakness  is 
noted .  2,150 


HALF  CENTS 


1  lalf  cents  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re- 
I’ieu'  include  all  design  types,  a  selection  of 
high-grade  i.ssues,  and  other  desiderata,  even  in¬ 
cluding  the  fannnis  1796  rarity. 

Standard  references  include  Walter  Breen’s 
essential  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Coins,  and  the  same  author’s  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  I  lalf  Cents,  1 793-1857. 

Roger  Cohen’s  American  Half  Cent.s  —  The 
Little  Half  Sisters,  while  now  out  of  print,  con¬ 
centrates  on  circulation  strike  varieties  and  is  a 
must  have  for  the  specialist.  This  reference  is 
generally  available  from  dealers  in  out  of  print 
numismatic  literature. 

A  more  recent  entry  is  The  I  lalf  Cent  Die 
State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley,  directed  toward 
the  advanced  student;  however,  also  containing 
valuable  information  for  the  more  casual  variety 
collector. 

Half  Cent  References  Now  Available  from  Us; 

Walter  Brccti’.'s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  V.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  With  much  information  aboui 
half  cents,  along  with  just  aKuit  everything  else.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  HardKumd.  Stock  No.  BBR-7h4.  List 
$1  55,  Ix-fore  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen ’,s  Complete  Encyclopedia  o/  United 
State.s  Hul/ Cents.  The  definitive  reference  on  half 
cents  dated  1785-1 857,  this  encyclopedia  covers  their 
production,  rarity,  grading,  and  varieties.  500  pages, 
illustrated.  The  “production  value"  of  this  KhT  is  fan¬ 
tastic,  and  we  have  no  doubt  if  it  were  Ix’ing  published 
for  the  first  lime  today,  the  list  price  would  he  well  o\  er 
$100!  Hardbound.  Stink  No.  BBR-724.  List  $85,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

The  Half  Cent  Die  State  BiMik,  178  5-1857.  B\ 
Ronald  r.  M.inley,  Pb.D.  A  comprehensive  siud\  of 
h.ilf  cent  die  varieties  and  die  slates,  discussing  identi¬ 
fication,  chronology,  and  r.iritv.  I  'seful  tor  all  collectors 
of  h.ilf  cents,  from  novice  to  advancixl  5cV  pages,  illiis- 
iraied.  H.irdhoiind.  Stock  No.  BM.A  N50  List  $75, 
before  your  disctnini. 
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1 7^  J  Libertv  Cap  left.  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  Rar- 
itv-3.  Net  G-4.  Sharpness  of  VG-7  with  ver\’ 
faint  porosity  and  minor  scratches.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  for  your  type  collection.  1,395 


Important  1796  Half  Cent 
Classic  American  Rarity 
V  ariety  With  Pole  to  Cap 


1796  Liberty  Cap,  With  Pole.  B-2,  C-2.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  AG-3.  This  example  is  better  de¬ 
scribed  as  obverse  Good-S,  reverse  Poor-1. 
Very  faint,  old  surface  porosity  is  present. 
This  is,  however,  a  highly  attractive  example 
for  the  grade  and  condition,  one  that  is  sure 
to  please,  or  your  money  hack . 5,950 

Lustrous  1804  Half  Cent 
Spiked  Chin 


1804  Spiked  Chin.  B-7,  C-8.  MS-64  RB.  An 
impressive  choice  Mint  State  example  with 
outstanding  iridescent  olive  and  dark  brown 
surfaces,  accented  by  considerable  orange 

lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse .  5,350 

1806  Small  6,  Stemless.  B-3,  C-1.  MS-60  BN 
(NGC).  A  delightful  example  for  the  type 
collector.  Mottled  chestnut  and  steel  brown. 
Lustre  remains  visible,  especially  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Ver\'  sharply  detailed . 995 

Desirable  1811  Half  Cent 


1811  Close  Date.  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF- 
35.  Sharpness  of  EF-40,  very  lightly  cleaned. 
Although  not  a  perfect  example  for  the 
grade,  this  quality  is  seldom  encountered.  For 
the  specialist  seeking  this  scarce  date,  there 
i.s  no  time  like  the  present .  2,500 

Mint  State  1825  Half  Cent 
1825  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN.  A  aiperb  example 
wirh  full  lustre  and  attractive  surfaces.  Light 


tan  is  blended  with  darker  steel  brown.  This 
issue  is  scarce  in  any  grade,  and  surjsrisingly 
difficult  to  locate  in  choice  Mint  State  qual¬ 
ity.  In  his  half  cent  Er^cyclopedia,  Walter  Breen 
noted:  “Tltere  are  dozens  of  records  for  Uncir¬ 
culated  coins,  but  no  real  gems.”  1,850 

1829  B-1,  C-l.  F-12.  Pleasing  medium  brown 

surfaces .  56 

1835  B-2,  C-2,  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Extremely 
sharply  defined  with  lustrous  brown  surfaces 
and  traces  of  faded  orange.  Light  clash  marks 
are  visible  on  both  ctbverse  and  reverse.  879 


LARGE  CENTS 

We  offer  a  selection  of  large  copper  cents — 
something  for  all  tastes  and  budgets.  United 
States  large  cents  have  always  provided  the 
backbone  to  numismatics  in  this  country.  Year 
in  and  year  out  they  have  appealed  to  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  who  have  approached  them  from 
several  angles  ranging  from  assembling  a  date  set 
to  studying  the  details  of  the  numerous  interest¬ 
ing  varieties. 

Our  selection  of  large  copper  cents  includes 
many  interesting  varieties,  none  more  so  than  the 
fabulous  and  rare  1 868  copper  cent — a  piece  so  elu¬ 
sive  that  most  dealers  and  leading  collectors  of  large 
copper  cents  have  never  owned  an  example.  In 
fact,  many  have  never  even  seen  one  of  this  issue! 

If  you  don’t  already  have  one,  be  sure  to  or¬ 
der  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S. 
Cents  1793'1814.  Written  in  the  inimitable  (re¬ 
ally)  Breen  style,  the  hook  was  edited  by  our  own 
Mark  R.  Borckardt  and  utilized  much  informa¬ 
tion  from  Del  Bland  and  many  members  of  the 
Early  American  Coppers  Club.  There  is  probably 
more  information  in  the  book  than  you  or  any¬ 
one  else  can  possibly  use,  but  this  enables  you  to 
pick  and  choose — and  for  any  given  single  vari¬ 
ety  to  gain  about  all  that  was  known  to  the  late 
researcher  when  he  compiled  his  manuscript. 
Recently,  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave 
this  great  volume  its  highly  regarded  “Book  of 
the  Year  Award.” 


LETTERS  TO 
THE  EDITOR 


We  welcome  interesting  com- 
mtinications.  Address  Dave  Row¬ 
ers,  Editor,  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Box  1224,  Wolfehoro, 
NH  03892,  or  reach  Dave 
through  his  personal  e-mail, 
dave@howersandmerena.com. 
Items  deemed  of  general  interest 
may  he  reproduced  in  one  of  our 
puhlications. 


No  overview  of  large  copper  cents  would  be 
complete  without  a  nod  to  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  and  its  journal,  Penny-Wise,  ed¬ 
ited  by  the  gifted  Dr.  Harry  E.  Salyards.  If  you  are 
not  presently  acquainted  with  EAC  and  would 
like  membership  information,  contact  member¬ 
ship  chairman  Rod  Burress,  9743  Leacrest, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45215. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
large  cents  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality  dupli¬ 
cates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash  reserve 
just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Contact  Gor¬ 
don  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Large  Cent  References  Now  Available  from 
Us: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  All  about  just  about  everything — 
as  we’ve  noted  earlier.  A  must-have  for  every  library. 
754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United 
States  Cents  1793-1814.  Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt. 
Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to  know  about  the 
large  cent  series  plus  a  lot  that  you  ever  dreamed  to  ask 
about.  895  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-999.  List  $89.95.  Deluxe  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-999A.  List  $149.95,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857.  By 
Howard  R.  Newcomb.  The  standard  reference  hook  on 
die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts.  With  this  “program”  you  can 
tell  all  the  “players,”  these  being  the  cents  with  “N” 
numbers  that  you  see  here  and  everywhere. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798.  List  $50,  ,  befote 
your  discount. 

Penny  Whimsy.  By  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon.  A 
reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst.  The  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions 
with  history,  collecting  information,  and  opinions,  a 
delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Large  Cents.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  190  pages,  illustrated.  A  selection  of  mono¬ 
graphs  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
as  part  of  the  highly  acclaimed  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  (COAC)  series,  of  which  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  staff  experts  have  been  a  vital  part 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-215.  List  $25,  before  your  discount. 


High-Quality  1794  Cent 
Breen-33,  Sheldon-44 


1794  Head  of  ’94.  Breen-3  3,  Sheldon-44. 
AU-55.  Deep  steel  brown  with  splashes  of 
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olive.  Very  sliarply  detailed  and  well  cen¬ 
tered  with  glossy  surfaces.  Biith  obverse  and 
reverse  have  prominent  die  cracks  as  usually 
seen . 4,995 


Important  1795  Plain  Edge  Cent 
Breen-h,  Sheldon-?? 


1795  Plain  Edge.  B-6,  S-77.  Rarity-3-r.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Mottled  olive  and  steel  brown  with 
splashes  of  mahogany  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  An  important  opportunity,  this  repre¬ 
senting  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  year. 
Tliis  is  an  intriguing  year  for  variety  collectors, 
as  only  two  truly  common  die  marriages  exist, 
those  being  so  common  that  the  entire  date  is 
considered  common  compared  to  most  other 

dates  of  the  1790s . 3,895 

1797  Normal  Reverse.  Counterstamped  IAS.  B- 
17,  S-127.  Rarity-4+.  Good.  Dark  steel 
brown  with  minute  porosity.  IAS  counter¬ 
stamp  has  raised  letters  in  an  incuse  rectangle 
and  is  probably  the  hallmark  of  some  long 

forgotten  craftsman . 99 

1801  Normal  Dies.  B-6,  S-216.  F-15.  Mottled 
olive  and  steel  brown  with  a  few  minor  hair¬ 
lines  and  other  insignificant  blemishes.  165 

Attractive  1803  Large  Fraction  Cent 
Breen- 17,  Sheldon-258 
1803  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  B-17,  S-258. 
EF-45.  Lovely  light  tan  obverse  blended 
with  deeper  chocolate  brown.  The  reverse  is 
darker  brown  with  splashes  of  mahogany.  A 
lovely  coin  for  your  type  collection. ..  1,695 
1805  Blunt  1.  B-1,  S-267.  EF-40.  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lovely  olive-brown  surfaces 
and  hints  of  lustre.  A  touch  of  porosity  is 
noted  tm  the  obverse  with  minor  splashes  of 
mahogany  on  the  reverse .  1,395 


Pleasant  1810/09  Cent 
Breen- 1,  Sheldon-281 


1810/09  Overdate.  B-1 ,  S-281.  EF-45.  A  most 
attractive  example  with  traces  of  lustre  over 
mottled  tan  and  medium  brown  surfaces. 
Very  lightly  abraded  as  expected  for  the 


grade,  however,  the  surfaces  are  so  very 
nearly  choice  condition.  Quality  such  as  this 
is  seldom  .seen  among  the  Classic  Head  cents, 
with  this  t)verdate  variety  being  especially 
elusive  in  high  grade .  3,950 

1812  Small  Date  Cent 
Breen-3,  Sheldon-288 

1812  Small  Date.  B-3,  S-288.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Choice  dark  steel  brown  surfaces  with  traces 
of  lighter  brown  on  the  devices.  Very  slightly 
uneven  strike  with  wide  border  at  lower  ob¬ 
verse  and  lower  reverse .  1,795 

1812  Large  Date.  15%  off-center.  B-4,  S-289. 
Net  F-12.  Sharpness  finer  with  moderate 
porosity .  595 


Lustrous  1814  Plain  4  Cent 
Breen-2,  Sheldon-295 


1814  Plain  4.  B-2,  S-295.  AU-58.  A  spectacu¬ 
lar  example  with  nearly  complete  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  and  sharp  design  definition.  Deep  steel 
blue  surfaces  with  traces  of  lighter  tan,  faded 
from  orange  lustre.  An  exceptional  candidate 
for  the  date  or  type  collector . 4,250 


Impressive  1823  Restrike  Cent 


1823  Restrike.  MS-65  RD.  This  is  an  abso¬ 
lutely  sensational  example  with  fully  prcntf- 
like  fields  and  outstanding  orange  lustre. 
Delicate  wisps  of  lilac  and  teal  are  noted, 
however,  this  retains  its  completely  lustrous 
orange  presentation.  Not  an  actual  Mint  is¬ 
sue,  hut  made  from  Mint  dies  by  private  par¬ 
ties,  probably  in  the  early  1860s .  2,150 

From  the  R  E.  Nafczger,  Jr.  CoUectiim. 

1827  N-5.  VF-20.  Attractive  “two-tone”  surfaces 
with  light  tan  devices  and  deep  olive-brown 
fields.  A  few  minor  blemishes . 85 


Amazing  1833  Large  Cent 
Struck  Over  1806  British  Halfpenny 
Believed  Unique 


Mint  State  1817  Newcomb-9  Cent 

1817  13  Stars.  Newcomb-9.  MS-64  BN.  A 
sensational  example  with  hold  design  fea¬ 
tures  on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  and  a  very 
sharp,  .squared  edge.  Fully  lustrous  with  deep 
steel  and  olive-brown,  accented  by  traces  of 
iridescent  toning,  and  hints  of  lilac,  faded 
from  orange  mint  lustre .  1,695 

1820  Large  Date.  N-13.  MS-64  RB.  An  excep¬ 

tional  example  of  this  Randall  Hoard  variety 
with  outstanding  tan  surfaces,  highlighted  by 
light  blue  toning  and  generous  portions  of 
orange  lustre.  Among  all  Randall  Hoard  va¬ 
rieties,  this  1820  issue  features  the  sharpest 
die  work  and  strike.  Ideal  for  the  type  collec¬ 
tor .  1,295 

1821  N-1.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deep  steel  brown 

with  pleasing  surfaces.  A  delightful  example 
of  this  key-date  issue .  1,295 


% 

One  Way  to  Order 
Call  Toll  Free 

800-222-5993 


1833  N-1.  Struck  over  British  halfpenny.  V'F- 
30.  Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  This  is  a 
spectacular  and  intriguing  item,  an  1833 
large  cent  that  was  struck  over  an  1806  Brit¬ 
ish  halfpermy.  The  obverse  has  Britannia 
boldly  featured  on  top  of  Liberty,  with  the 
profile  of  George  111  perfectly  centered  in  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse.  Undoubtedly  unique 
and  previously  offered  by  us  in  our  January 
2001  Rarities  Sale.  If  you  enjoy  “show  and 
tell,”  here  is  a  coin  that  will  dazzle  even  those 
who  have  seen  everything  (almost). ..  5,795 
1837  Plain  Hair  Cords.  N-13.  MS-64  BN. 
Frosty  deep  steel  brown  lustre  with  faint  blue 
toning  and  splashes  of  orange.  A  wonderful 

example  that  is  sure  to  please .  1,275 

1840  Large  Date.  N-8.  \tS-64  RB.  A  most  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  pale  orange  lustre 
blended  with  light  brown  and  splashes  of  blue 
toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  Several  rim 
breaks  are  confined  to  the  right  obverse  K'r- 

der . 975 

1853  N-3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  stnick 
and  fully  lustrous  with  rich  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  An  aesthetic  treat  for  the  date  or  tvjx* 

collector .  745 

1857  Large  Date.  N-1.  MS-65  BN.  Perhaps  we 
are  tixi  conservative  in  our  description  of  this 
example,  for  both  obverse  and  reverse  ha\c 
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(.I'liMilt-rable  Jeep  v'ran^e  lustre  MenJed  with 
inedmnt  hrnwn  toning.  Sharply  struck  and 
hij^jhlv  attractive .  1,^75 


others  ha\  e  been  travehiiK  all  over  the  place  to 
write  checks  and  huy  quality  coins — and  you  are 
the  beneficiary  troin  their  connoisseurship! 


Ama:inj;  1S68  Liirge  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Do:en  Known  to  Us 
First  W’e  Flave  Offered  in  Years 


1868  Pollock'676,  Judd'611.  Proof'65  BN 
(PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest  of  only  a 
few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large  copper  cent  of 
the  circa  1843-1857  Braided  Hair  style,  but 
dated  1868.  Struck  after  cents  of  this  fotmat 
were  officially  discontinued,  to  create  a  rar¬ 
ity  fot  numismatists,  in  the  style  of  the  1913 
Libetty  Head  nickel,  1884  and  1885  trade 
dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are  unable  to 
account  for  even  a  dozen  different  speci¬ 
mens,  at  least  one  of  which  is  impounded  in 
a  museum  (American  Numismatic  Society). 
The  present  piece  has  been  consigned  to  us 
as  we  go  to  press.  For  the  forthcoming  book. 
More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Dave 
Bowers  has  created  a  chapter  on  this  great 
rarity — calling  it  “antipodal  to  the  1804 
dollar,”  in  that  just  about  everyone  knows 
about  the  famous,  classic  1804,  but  rela¬ 
tively  few  are  aware  of  the  1868  large  cent. 
Just  as  a  set  of  Libetty  Head  nickels  cannot 
be  ttuly  complete  without  an  1913,  a  set  of 
large  copper  cents  cannot  be  truly  complete 
without  an  1868.  This  is  the  first  we  have 
offered  in  a  long  time! .  28,750 

Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation  fot 
basic  American  coin  collecting  ft)r  a  long  time. 
While  many  numismatists  begin  their  interest 
with  such  pieces,  often  advanced  collectors  will 
return  to  savor  the  enjoyment  that  choice  and 
rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particulatly  the 
brfinze  issues  (but  not  .so  much  the  copper-nickel 
pieces),  rakes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as  surfaces  are 
so  important.  Certified  coins  are  stmietimes  nice 
and  sometime  not,  as  you  know  if  you  are  already 
an  established  collector. 

Quality  IS  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  you,  we  believe  you  will  be  delighted. 

Enjoy  the  latest  selection  for  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrtibcl,  and 


Small  Cent  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Eneyclopediu  of  iJ.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Lots  of  information  about  Flying 
Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents  awaits  you — with  in- 
tormation  on  just  about  everything  else,  per  the 
title. 714  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $1 15,  before  your  discount. 

LLS.  Copper  Coins:  Ati  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  di.scus.sed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-502.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  1,  1856-1858.  Second  edition.  By- 
Richard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  to  the  series,  covering  varieties  of  Flying  Eagle 
and  pattern  Indian  cents  dated  1856  through  1858.  If 
you  like  technicalities,  this  one’s  for  you!  128  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-501.  List 
$24.50,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  6,  1900-09.  Second  edition.  By  Rich¬ 
ard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s  guide 
covering  Indian  cent  varieties  of  the  20th  century,  the 
common  dates  that  are  easy  enough  to  find.  But,  can 
you  find  a  rare  or  unusual  variety?  Perhaps  with  this 
book  you  can!  100  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSN-506.  List  $18,  before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiasts  Quide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent.s.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  Meet,  greet, 
and  become  personally  acquainted  with  every  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cent  in  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book  which,  if  you  read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert. 
Lots  of  useful  information  about  grading,  rarity,  mint¬ 
ing — you  name  it!  541  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-31 1.  List  $45,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  By  David 
Lange.  Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series. 
Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  information  for  two 
books.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BLA-107.  List  $43.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Standard  Quide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent.  By  Dr. 
Sol  Taylor.  This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypicker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  j.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that 
can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conventions,  in  collec¬ 
tions,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  The  fourth 
edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  cov¬ 
ering  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-950.  List  $34-95,  before  your 
discount. 

FLYING  Eagle  Cents 

Welcttme  to  a  great  selection  of  Flying  Eagle 
cents — ranging  from  the  rare  and  always  desir¬ 
able  1856  (an  example  which  did  its  stint  in 
circulation — wonder  who  the  lucky  person  was 
who  ftnind  it  in  circulation,  say  in  1870?) — to 
highly  interesting  clashed-die  ettins  of  1 857,  and 
more! 


Important  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  F-15  (PCGS).  Pleasing  ol¬ 

ive  and  tan  surfaces  with  traces  of  deeper  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders.  The  ever  popular 
Flying  Eagle  issue  usually  on  collector  want 
lists.  This  example  has  Reverse  B  as  described 
by  Rick  Snow  in  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents . 6,450 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Generally  quite  sharply 

defined,  with  slight  weakness  on  the  bot¬ 
toms  of  UNITED  STATES.  The  tops  of 
these  same  letters  are  sharp.  Intriguing.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  tan  with  splashes  of  iridescent 
toning .  1,395 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
dark  tan  toning.  A  few  insignificant  blem¬ 
ishes  are  noted . 629 

1857  AU-55.  With  a  prominent  internal  die 

break  on  the  eagle’s  left  wing .  209 

1857  AU-55.  Light  tan  with  some  remaining 
lustre.  A  few  minor  hairlines  and  other  abra¬ 
sions  are  noted . 209 

1857  AU-50.  An  attractive  example  with  dark 
tan  surfaces .  185 


Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Dies  Clashed  with  Half  Dollar  Dies 


1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  die,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half 
dollar  design.  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an 
amazing  gem  example  with  extremely  sharp 
design  features.  Highly  lustrous  light  tan  sur¬ 
faces  are  accented  by  splashes  of  deeper  gold. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  finest  examples  of  this 
clashed  die  variety  we  have  offered,  and  may 
qualify  as  one  of  the  finest  known . 8,750 

Mint  State  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Dies  Clashed  with  Half  Dollar  Dies 
1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  die,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half 
dollar  design.  MS-63.  An  absolutely  spec¬ 
tacular  example  with  rich  golden  lustre  and 
few  minor  imperfections.  A  supet  “story 
coin”  destined  to  he  a  highlight  of  your  col¬ 
lection!  .  1 ,895 

1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollar  die,  and  showing  traces  of  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  design.  VF-30.  Attractive  grayish  tan  sur¬ 
faces .  385 
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1858/7  Ovcrdate.  VF05  (PCXJS).  Pleasing  cil- 
ive  and  dark  tan  surfaces.  An  early  die  state 
witli  the  nverdate  features  clearly  visible. 795 
1858  Small  Letters.  MS'63  (PCXjS).  Lustmus 
pinkish  tan  with  slight  weakness  at  center  of 
the  ohver.se.  A  desirable  example  for  the  date 
or  type  collector . 629 

INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 

We’ve  been  buying!  Our  listing  of  Indian 
cents  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  ever,  this  be¬ 
ing  particularly  true  for  the  very  popular  and 
relatively  inexpensive  circulation  strike  issues  for 
the  last  three  decades  of  the  series. 

If  your  aim  is  to  build  a  fine  collection,  we  rec¬ 
ommend  cherrypicking  for  quality.  We  do  this 
when  we  buy  single  coins  for  stock  and  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  do  the  same.  When  you  compare 
price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well. 
Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  he 
just  what  they  have  hoped  for.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  once  a  connoisseur  “discovers”  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  he  or  she  tends  to  stay  with  us 
forever.  In  a  way,  this  is  very  profitable  for  us,  as 
we  do  not  have  tct  spend  money  to  entice  a  con¬ 
tinuing  stream  of  new  faces. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  set  of  Indian  cents — and  in  that  way  you  can 
enjoy  your  coins  at  a  glance.  Each  Eagle  album 
page  holds  nine  coins,  affording  the  chance  to 
watch  your  collection  as  it  grows,  and  to  easily 
see  each  side  of  each  specimen. 

1860  Pointed  Bust.  AU-50.  Choice  light  grayish 

tan  surfaces .  1  39 

1860  Rounded  Bust.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  light  tan  surfaces.  A  few 
minor  spots  are  present  on  the  obverse.  345 

1860  Rounded  Bust.  EP-40.  Olive-tan . 65 

1861  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  tan  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  iridescence .  1 79 

1861  EP-40.  Light  tan  with  minor  blemishes.  99 

1862  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  with  attractive  light  tan  surfaces. 
Traces  of  iridescent  toning  are  visible  on 
both  sides . 995 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression 

with  rich  gold  lustre  on  both  ohver.se  and 
reverse . 995 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  VF-30.  Very  dark  olive 

surfaces . 49 

1864  Bronze.  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  with  me¬ 
dium  olive-brown  surfaces  and  tinges  of  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 99 

1 864  Bronze.  AU-50.  Choice  quality  with  chest¬ 
nut  brown  surfaces . 65 

Gem  Mint  State  1864-L  Indian  Cent 
1864-L.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example,  sharply  struck  and  with  consider¬ 
able  aesthetic  appeal.  Mostly  lustrous  orange 
hleniletl  with  bluish  brown  toning.  This  is 


one  of  the  very  finest  quality  examples  we 
have  handled  in  recent  times.  Add  this  to 
your  collection  and  you  will  never  need  to 
look  at  another .  1,595 

1865  Fancy  5.  AU-50.  Sharjily  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tive  with  dark  brown  surfaces .  49 

1865  Plain  5.  AU-50.  A  sharply  struck  example 

with  considerable  lustre . 45 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 

with  considerable  orange  lustre  blended  with 
dark  brown.  Sharply  struck  with  full  feather 
tips  and  diamonds  on  the  obverse .  1,095 

1866  AU-55  (PCGS).  Shaqily  struck  with  pleas¬ 
ing  olive-brown  surfaces .  239 

1867  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  olive-brown 

with  peripheral  orange.  Clash  marks  are  pre.sent 
on  the  reverse,  inside  the  wreath .  359 

1867  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Pleasing  chrKolate 
brown  with  splashes  of  deeper  steel  brown 
and  considerable  traces  of  orange  lustre.  329 

1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 

deep  olive-brown  surfaces .  239 

1868  EF-45.  Pleasing  quality  with  light  tan  and 

pale  blue  surfaces .  145 

Gem  Mint  State  1869/9  Indian  Cent 

1869/9  Snow-3.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Satiny 
medium  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  and  traces  of  orange  lustre.  A  wonderful 
example.  This  is  the  exact  variety  that  has 
formerly  been  cla.ssified  as  an  overdate.  1,895 

1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 
a  nice  blend  of  subdued  orange  and  medium 


brown . 845 

1869  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  lustrous  olive-brown  surfaces . 639 


1869  MS-63  RB.  Cotasiderable  orange  lustre  is 
nicely  mixed  with  medium  brown  toning.  A 


few  minor  spots  and  imperfections  are 
noted .  559 

Lustrous  1870  Indian  Cent 

1870  MS-64  RH  (PCXiS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  Indian  cent  aficionado,  exhib¬ 
iting  full  light  orange  lustre  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  with  consid¬ 
erable  aesthetic  appeal .  1,875 

1870  MS-63  BN.  Sharply  struck  with  lovely 
medium  brown  surfaces  and  traces  of  orange 
lustre .  485 

1870  Doubled  Die  Res’erse.  EF-40.  Similar  to  FS- 

008.7  as  listed  in  the  Cherry  picker's  Guide, 
however,  not  the  same  variety.  This  variety 
has  minor  doubling  on  letters  on  the  reverse. 
A  heavy  die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at 
6:00  to  8:00,  passing  through  the  lower  left 
wreath . 425 

1871  MS-64  RB.  A  wonderful  example  with 
considerable  orange  lustre  blended  with  me¬ 
dium  brown  and  pale  blue  toning.  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  few  very  faint  hairlines.  875 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  mostly  subdued  orange  lustre 
mixed  with  light  brown  toning.  Somewhat 
weak  peripheral  design  elements,  as  often 


encountered .  1,245 

1872  F-12.  Choice  olive-brown  surfaces. ...  309 
1872  VG-10  (ANACS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  chestnut  brown  surfaces .  1  39 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB.  Pleasing  olive- 
brown  surfaces  with  considerable  light  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  lovely  example  that  will  be  a 

treasure  in  the  collector’s  cabinet . 850 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  at¬ 
tractive  with  sharp  design  elements  and  out¬ 
standing  orange  lustre,  blended  with  medium 


TOP  STORIES  IN  OTHER  FIELDS 


Top  stories  of  2001  as  recently  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Antique  Trader,  gives  a 
view  of  stories  in  collectibles  other 
than  rare  coins: 

1 .  Tragedy  of  September  1 1  th  and  its 
effect  on  American  consumers  and  hob¬ 
bies,  in  addition,  of  course,  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  tragedies. 

2.  Ruling  that  a  French  court  does 
not  have  the  power  to  tell  Yahoo  to  re¬ 
move  Nazi-related  artifacts  and  books 
from  its  Web  site.  “This  is  good  news  for 
militaria  collectors.” 

3.  Price-fixing  scandal  between 
Sotheby’s  and  Christie’s  (which,  for 
some  reason,  has  been  squelched  in  tiit- 
mismatic  publications,  where  it  can’t  be  a 
top  story,  as  it  was  swept  under  the  rug 
and  harrily  mentioneii!) 

4.  Expiration  of  the  Internet  tax 


moratorium.  (On  October  21,  2001 ,  but 
an  extension  was  granted  on  November 
15th). 

5.  Krause  Publications  purchase  of 
Atlantique  City  (a  very  popular  antique 
show  in  Atlantic  City). 

Speaking  of  Krause  Publications, 
they  seem  to  be  buying  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  in  sight — with  dozens  of 
publications  and  other  properties  un¬ 
der  their  wings.  Now,  we  are  waiting 
for  them  to  purchase  the  American 
Numismatic  AsstK'iation,  Coin  W  ork! 
and  the  Nete  York  Times.  However, 
they  are  not  allowed  to  buy  Lake 
Winnipesaukee  (visible  from  our  itf- 
fice  windows). 

Also  speakiitg  of  K.P.,  it  is  a  Miper 
first-class  outfit.  Really. 
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br».nvn  and  taint  blue  toning.  Quality  that  is 
sure  to  please.  The  reverse  has  a  prominent 
“retained  cud”  at  8:00 .  1,345 

retained  cud  is  similar  to  a  die  break,  where  a 
piece  ot  the  coinage  die  actually  broke  away  from  the 
rest  ot  the  die.  In  the  case  of  a  full  die  break,  this  small 
piece  actually  fell  away  from  the  die,  and  the  struck 
com  exhibits  a  raised  blank  mass  of  metal  at  this  point. 
•A  retained  cud  has  this  same  piece  still  attached  to  the 
mam  portion  of  the  die,  with  the  struck  coin  exhibiting 
the  design  within  the  otherwise  raised  mass  of  metal. 

1874  MS'64  RB.  A  lovely  example  with  sharp 
design  features  and  very  light  tan  toning  over 
pale  orange  lustre . 395 

1874  MS'64  BN  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  light  brown  surfaces  and 
traces  of  orange  lustre . 350 

1874  AU'53.  Choice  light  brown  surfaces.  129 

1874  AU'50.  Pleasing  olive-brown .  125 

1875  MS'65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  outstanding  orange  and  brown  surfaces, 
attractively  blended  together.  Sharply  struck 
and  with  considerable  aesthetic  appeal.  895 

1875  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  A  delightful  example, 
nearly  full  “red”  and  with  few  very  minor 
blemishes . 299 

1875  MS-63  RB.  Sharply  struck  with  attractive 
brown  surfaces  highlighted  by  considerable 
orange  lustre .  295 

1875  AU-53.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  darker  toning .  125 

1875  EF-40.  Dark  brown  surfaces  with  lighter  tan 

highlights . 95 

1876  MS'65  RB.  An  amazing  gem  example 

with  virtually  full  orange  lustre.  In  fact,  we 
have  seen  many  certified  as  fully  Red  without 
as  much  lustre.  An  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist .  1,195 

1877  F'15  (ANACS).  A  splendid  example  of 

this  important  key-date  issue  with  medium 
hrown  surfaces  and  minor  abrasions,  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  grade . 995 

1878  MS'65  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

satiny  surfaces  and  pale  orange  lustre.  Very 
nearly  full  Red . 895 

1879  MS'64  RD  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample,  sharply  struck  and  with  full  orange 
lustre.  A  few  minuscule  spots  and  abrasions 
keep  this  from  the  gem  category . 679 

1880  MS-62  BN.  Satiny  olive-brown  with  traces 

of  orange  lustre . 85 

1881  MS'64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 

with  satiny  orange  lustre,  slightly  subdued  on 
the  reverse .  395 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lilac  and  blue  toning 

are  present  over  pale  orange  lustre.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem . 285 

1884  Pr(x4-65  RB  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem 

PriMif  example.  The  obverse  is  mostly  full 
orange  while  the  reverse  has  deep  lilac  and 
real  toning . 479 

1884  Pr<H>f-64  RB  (PCGS).  Wisps  of  lilac  and 
blue  are  present  over  pale  orange  lustre.  An 
atrrai  rive,  reflective  Prixif .  299 

M84  .MS-64  RF^  (NGCJ).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 


ample  with  wisps  of  rose  and  lilac  toning  over 
mostly  orange,  lustrous  surfaces .  239 

1884  MS'64  BN.  Choice  quality  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  features  and  glossy  dark  tan  surfaces.  165 

1885  MS'64  RD  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  attractive  with  deep  orange  lustre. 
TTais  is  a  very  elusive  issue . 775 

1885  AU-50.  Lovely  dark  brown  with  splashes  of 

mahogany . 69 

1886  Type  11.  MS'64  RB  (PCGS).  Very  nearly 

gem  quality  with  deep  orange  satiny  lustre 
accented  by  attractive  blue  toning.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen .  1,195 

Important  1888/7  Indian  Cent 


1888/7  Breen-2012,  Snow-1.  VF'20  (SEGS). 
Medium  brown  with  choice  surfaces  for  the 
grade.  A  few  minute  abrasions  are  present. 
An  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
Indian  cent  specialist  to  acquire  this  variety. 
This  is  the  “original”  overdate  variety  discov¬ 
ered  by  Jim  Ruddy  (former  business  partner 
of  Dave  Bowers)  in  1970.  Since  that  time, 
two  other  overdate  varieties  have  been  iden¬ 
tified,  each  of  lesser  desirability  and  one  since 
discounted  as  a  recut  date.  This  first  overdate 
variety  is  generally  found  in  very  low  grades 
with  any  example  grading  Fine  or  better  a 
major  rarity . 9,750 

Rare  1888/7  Indian  Cent 
1888/7  Breen'2012,  Snow-l.  0-4  (ANACS). 
A  desirable  example  of  the  variety  with 
choice  hrown  surfaces.  Finer  than  most  at 
this  grade  level.  This  is  the  first  overdate  vari¬ 
ety  and  a  ratity  in  any  grade .  1,895 

Stunning  Gem  Proof  1889  Indian  Cent 
1889  Proof'65  RD  (NGC).  A  spectacular  gem 
Proof  example  with  fully  brilliant  orange  lus¬ 
tre  and  considerable  cameo  contrast.  Just  a 
trace  of  lilac  toning  is  present  on  the  obverse. 
This  example  is  among  the  most  desirable, 
most  aesthetically  pleasing  Indian  cents 

imaginable .  1,995 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  Proof 
with  deep  orange  lustre  and  pale  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
mostly  deep  orange  Proof  lustre  and  just  a 

whisper  of  lilac  toning . 285 

1892  AU-58.  Lustrous  medium  brown  with  faint 

iridescent  toning .  29 

1899  MS-64  RB.  An  outstanding  example, 
mostly  brilliant  with  light  hrown  toning.  89 
1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  splashes 
of  orange . 65 


1899  MS-63  RB.  Light  brown  with  considerable 


orange  lustre . 65 

1899  MS-63  BN.  Lovely  olive-brown .  55 

1902  MS-64  RL9.  Fully  brilliant  with  outstand¬ 
ing  orange  lustre .  150 


1904  MS'66  RB  (NGC).  An  intriguing  ex¬ 

ample  with  the  obverse  exhibiting  full  or¬ 
ange  lustre  and  just  a  trace  of  peripheral  rose 
toning.  The  reverse  has  intermingled  deep 
orange,  sea  green,  lilac,  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 495 

1905  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 

virtually  full  orange  lustre.  In  fact,  we  cannot 
find  the  “hrown”  mentioned  by  the  certifica- 
tiem  service . 379 

1908  MS'66  RD  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 
full  orange  surfaces . 675 

1908  AU-50.  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  with 

hints  of  faded  orange .  19 

1908'S  MS'64  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
choice  Mint  State  example  of  this  popular 
issue,  exhibiting  pale  orange  lustre.  Just  a 
trace  of  faint  hrown  toning  is  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  this  easily  qualifies  as  full  “Red.”  First 
branch  mint  small  cent  issue  of  the  United 
States . 795 

1909  Indian.  MS-63  RB.  Brilliant  orange  lustre 
with  just  a  trace  of  light  brown  toning.  Mi¬ 
nor  abrasions  and  tiny  spots  are  noted.  ..  49 

1909-S  Indian.  VF-25.  Choice  olive-brown  sur¬ 
faces . 475 

1909-S  Indian.  F-15.  Lovely  tan  and  dark 
hrown . 395 

LINCOLN  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are 
the  first  series  collected,  especially  among  young 
collectors.  For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a 
serious  specialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent 
collection  is  replaced  by  other  interests.  For 
those  in  the  former  category,  we  have  several 
scarce,  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  more  nice  examples.  Never 
collected  this  series  before?  Discover  many  less 
expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting, 
there  are  several  fine  hooks  on  Lincoln  cents, 
one  of  which  we  publish.  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  by  David  Lange.  This  guide  tells 
you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking 
about!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section. 

Impressive  1909-8  V.D.B.  Cent 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS'64  RD  (PCIGS).  Shatplv 

struck  with  outstanding  golden  lustre,  typic.il 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


lit  San  Francisco  Mint  cents  of  this  year  from 
either  design  type . 2,150 

Victor  David  Brenner  designed  the  Lincoln  cent 
as  a  tribute  to  the  late  president.  The  first  year  of  issue 
coincided  with  the  centennial  of  Lincoln’s  birth.  The 
artist  felt  it  desirable  to  sign  his  work  in  similar  fashion 
to  many  other  artists  who  had  their  initials  included  as 
part  of  a  coin's  design.  Brenner  included  his  initials 
very  prominently  at  bottom  of  the  reverse,  which  was 
found  objectionable  by  the  public.  Sixm  after  the  first 
issue  of  these  coins,  new  dies  were  prepared  without  his 
initials.  Several  years  later,  in  1918,  the  artist’s  initials 
were  restored,  appearing  hidden  on  the  obverse  at  the 
base  of  Lincoln’s  shoulder. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  oL 
ive-hrown  surfaces.  A  highly  desirable  ex¬ 
ample . 795 

191 1  Proof-63  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  orange 
with  extremely  sharp  design  features.  A  few 
faint  hairlines  are  visible.  The  surfaces  are 
nearer  to  reflective  than  matte . 425 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1913  Cent 
1913  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem  with  deep  orange  matte  lustre,  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  mellow  on  the  obverse.  The  re¬ 
verse  remains  fully  brilliant .  1,495 

1914-D  VF-30.  Choice  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  A  wonderful  example  of  this  key- 

date  issue . 295 

1921-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  an  extremely  sharp  strike  and 
highly  unusual  as  such.  Light  brown  with 
substantial  pale  orange  lustre.  This  is  a  very 
scarce  issue  in  gem  quality,  and  almost  never 
seen  with  full  “red”  lustre . 995 


1931-S  MS'64  RR  (PCGS).  Actually  not  red  or 
brown,  but  with  mostly  golden  lustre.  A 
scarce  depression-era  coinage  issue .  1 59 

1931-S  EF'40.  Olive-brown  and  tan  surfaces.  59 

1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample,  sharply  struck,  and  with  brilliant  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  Among  the  very  finest  known 
with  just  two  finer  MS-68  examples  certified 
by  PCGS . 235 

1935  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

fully  brilliant  orange  lustre.  A  great  place  to 
start  your  collection.  Tied  for  finest  certified 
by  PCGS .  125 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  light  orange  lustre . 39 

1936-D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  lustre 
with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  49  cer¬ 
tified  at  this  grade  level  with  none  finer.  1 25 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 32 

1938- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 

gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  blazing 
orange  lustre.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS . 39 

1939  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem 

example . 89 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 

with  outstanding  orange  surfaces . 89 

I939-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  or¬ 
ange  lustre . 45 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  Proof 

surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  example . 99 

1940  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
outstanding  orange  surfaces . 32 


1940- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  tunning  gem 

example .  36 

1941  MS-67  R13  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  orange 
gem . 89 

1941  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

soft  orange  lustre .  35 

1941- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  amazing 

gem  example  tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS . 115 

1942  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample .  39 

1942- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 

with  brilliant  orange  lustre .  1 1 5 

1942- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  lus¬ 
tre . 49 

1943  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant  light  gray  lustre .  35 

1943- D  Steel.  MS-68  (PCGS).  TTiis  is  an  abso¬ 

lutely  incredible  example,  tied  for  finest  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS.  Fully  brilliant  with 
outstanding  light  gray  lustre,  and  also  sharply 
struck.  Satiny  and  slightly  prooflike  with 
numerous  microscopic  raised  die  lines  creat¬ 
ing  this  appearance .  795 

1943-D  Steel.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  steel 
gray  surfaces .  39 

1943- S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

for  the  connois.seur .  35 

1944- S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

extremely  attractive . 99 

1944'S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  and  lus¬ 
trous . 36 

1945- S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  gem  example 

with  deep  orange  lustre . 69 


METICULOUSLY  SELECTED  LINCOLN  CENTS 
AND  SENSATIONAL  SAVINGS! 


We  recently  acquired  a  won¬ 
derful  group  of  Lincoln  cents  all 
of  which  have  been  graded  MS- 
66  Red  by  PCGS.  Based  on  my 
many  years  of  experience  examin¬ 
ing  original  rolls,  there  are  often 
fewer  than  five  coins  in  most  rolls 
that  have  even  a  slim  chance  of 
receiving  this  lofty  grade  from 
PCGS. 

Here’s  my  package  offer  and 
its  parameters. 

•  Every  coin  in  the  package  I 
will  personally  select  for  you  will 
he  housed  in  a  PCGS  holder  and 
grade  no  less  than  MS-66  Red. 

•  No  coin  will  he  minted  af¬ 
ter  1960. 

•  You  will  receive  a  carefully 
selected  mixture  of  coins  includ¬ 


ing  a  diversity  of  dates  and 
mintmarks. 

•  I  will  inspect  every  coin 
under  5X  magnification  to  per¬ 
sonally  verify  the  grade  assigned 
by  PCGS. 

•  1  will  total  our  usual  price 


for  the  coins 
I’ve  selected 
for  you  and 
then  reduce  it 
by  a  whopping 
25%  more! 

If  you  are 
interested  in 
building  a  high-grade  set  of  Lin¬ 
coln  cents,  you  can  jump  start 
your  collection  by  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  special  offer.  The 
price  for  this  package  that  will 
contain  at  least  $3  35  worth  of 
coins,  at  our  regular  price,  is 
only  $250.  We  anticipate  that 
many  collectors  will  want  to  take 
advantage  of  this  oiler  and  thus 
we  limit  orders  to  one  Lincoln 
package  per  customer. 


Tom  Becker 
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Question 
&  Answer 
Forum 


QI  have  a  couple  of  quick 
questions  that  1  hope  you 
can  help  me  with.  Where 
did  the  concept  for  “Full  Split  Bands” 
come  from  in  the  Mercury  dime  se¬ 
ries?  Where  did  the  “Full  Bell  Lines” 
come  from  for  Franklin  half  dollars?  Is 
this  something  created  by  an  organiza¬ 
tion  such  as  the  ANA?  Does  it  have 
any  official  status? 

I  am  thinking  about  starting  a 
sub-class  for  the  1921  High  Relief 
Peace  silver  dollar.  This  would  be 
something  like  “FT”  for  “full  trun¬ 
cation,”  where  the  neck  truncation 
is  fully  defined,  as  in  an  above  aver¬ 
age  strike. 

With  regard  to  the  strength  of 
strike  for  1921  Peace  silver  dollars,  I 
know  that  the  typical  discussion  point 
revolves  around  the  details  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  coin,  such  as  the  hair  of 
Miss  Liberty  and  the  feathers  of  the 
eagle.  However,  it  seems  very  unlikely 
to  find  a  circulation  strike  of  a  1921 
dollar  with  such  features 
sharp.  As  an  alternative, 
one  of  the  aesthetic  quali¬ 
ties  I  seek  is  the  complete¬ 
ness  of  the  truncation.  Do 
you  have  any  comments? 

I  know  you  like  “fill¬ 
ers”  for  your  publications, 
so  here’s  a  little  saying: 

“The  mind  is  like  a  field. 

If  no  good  seeds  are  sown, 
nothing  good  will  grow.” 

—  D.S.T. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect 
of  American  numis' 
matics.  All  will  be 
answered  privately  by 
Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected 
questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


A 


nurn 


her 


I  do  not  know  where  the 
terms  FSB  and  FRL  arose,  but 
they  have  been  used  for  a 
of  years  in  the  Coin  Dealer 


Neu’sletter  arid  elsewhere. 

Also  there  are  other  keys  or 
shorthand  nota¬ 
tions  such  as 
“FH”  for 
“full  head” 
in  the 
Standing 
Liberty 
quarter 
series.  Per¬ 
haps  if  a 
reader  has  specific 
information  as  to  the  germination  of 
the  terminology  and  would  care  to  send 
it  on,  1  will  publish  it  in  a  future  issue. 

There  is  no  “official”  status  for 
these,  as  there  is  no  authority  for 
making  anything  “official”  in  numis¬ 
matics,  something  I’ve  discussed  be¬ 
fore.  If  I  desire  to,  I  can  designate  my¬ 
self  as  the  “official  authority  on 
American  colonial  coins,”  or  you  can 
call  yourself  the  “official  authority  on 
Peace  dollars,”  etc.  The  ANA  does 
have  its  ou’ti  “official 
grading  system,”  hut  so 
far  as  1  know,  no  one 
claims  official-ity  for 
FBL  and  FSB. 

Such  quick  identifi¬ 
ers  are  good  up  to  a 
point,  and  certainly  such 
notations  on  certified 
plastic  holders  provide 
an  instant  key  to  value 
for  many  buyers.  Hou'- 
ever,  it  is  often  the  in¬ 
stance  that  these  particular  points 
might  be  sharp,  and  other  areas  might 
be  weak.  For  example,  on  Mercury 
dimes  of  1921  and  also  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarters  of  the  same  date,  these 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


are  often  found  with  Full  Bands  and 
Full  Heads  respectively,  but  some  of 
the  dimes  are  quite  weak  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  obverse  by  the  date,  and 
some  of  the  quarters  also  have  weak 
dates.  Ideally,  the  whole  com 
should  he  considered. 

Quite  a  bit  of  ink  has  also 
been  expended  on  “full  horn” 
Buffalo  nickels  and  “full  steps” 
Jefferson  nickels,  etc.  Very 
curiously,  no  one  has 
dreamed  up  nomenclature 
for  Morgan  silver  dollars, 
which  often  come  with  weak 
central  hair  details  on  the 
highest  spots  and,  on  the  reverse, 
weak  feathers  on  the  highest  part  of 
the  eagle’s  breast  (the  last  being  par¬ 
ticularly  true  of  certain  New  Orleans 
Mint  dollars). 

Concerning  Peace  silver  dollars,  I 
have  never  studied  the  aspect  of  neck 
truncations,  but  will  pass  your  com¬ 
ments  along  to  our  staff  numismatists 
for  their  thotights.  In  particular,  it  might 
be  interesting  to  know  if  well  defined 
neck  truncations  directly  correspond 
with  somewhat  better  hair  detail,  or  are 
there  instances  in  which  neck  trunca¬ 
tions  can  be  sharp,  but  the  hair  can  be 
completely  flat? 

Thank  you  for  sharing  your 
thoughts. 

QI  am  planning  a  numismatic 
discussion  with  our  school’s 
second  and  third  grade 
classes  and  also  with  our  Boy  Scout 
troop.  My  outline  has  begun  to  take 
shape.  I  am  particularly  happy  to  have 
located  a  number  of  coins  to  show  in 
connection  with  life  in  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  which  will  form  the  focus  of  the 
program. 

1  thought  it  would  be  especially 
helpful  if  1  could  help  the  students  vi¬ 
sualize  what  a  coin’s  value  was.  For 
example,  what  could  you  buy  for  a 
half  cent,  a  two-cent  piece,  or  what¬ 
ever?  Also,  what  was  the  cos»  of  a  loaf 
of  bread?  A  dress?  Could  you  direct 
me  to  a  useful  resource  for  this  infor¬ 
mation?  —  T.B. 
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Question  and  answer  forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


A  First  of  all,  thank  you  on  he- 
halt  ot  all  numismatists  for 
your  outreach  to  school 
children.  I  have  found  that  young¬ 
sters,  it  they  become  interested  in 
coins,  often  “imprint”  what  they  learn 
at  an  early  age.  Then,  as  adults,  when 
they  are  seeking  something  interest¬ 
ing  to  do  in  the  way  ot  a  hohhy,  they 
have  nice  memories  of  numismatics, 
and  often  return  to  it.  The  late  H.E. 
Harris,  of  Harris  Stamp  Company, 
tound  that  youngsters  who  ordered 
approval  packets  of  stamps  when  they 
were  kids  often  came  hack  as  adults 
and  formed  truly  serious  collections.  I 
have  seen  the  same  thing  in  coins. 
There  is  no  more  enthusiastic  group 
anywhere  than  the  Young  Numisma¬ 
tist  sector  of  the  ANA. 

By  the  way,  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  may  have  some  pro¬ 
gram  material  for  you  to  distribute.  1 
suggest  that  you  contact  them. 

With  regard  to  what  coins  could 
purchase  in  the  19th  century,  prob¬ 
ably  the  best  thing  to  do  would  he  to 
obtain  some  old  newspapers  from  the 
eras  in  which  you  plan  to  discuss.  For 
example,  the  buying  power  of  two- 
cent  pieces,  minted  for  circulation 
from  1864  through  1872,  would  he 
easily  enough  reflected  in  newspapers 
ot  that  era.  If  you  want  to  get  very 
technical,  the  Statistical  Abstract 
published  by  the  Government  Print¬ 
ing  Office  gives  a  lot  of  data,  hut  that 
might  he  overdoing  it.  Probably  news¬ 
papers,  with  interesting  advertise¬ 
ments  the  youngsters  would  enjoy, 
would  he  the  best  het. 

With  regard  to  a  loaf  of  bread,  this 
particular  item  was  often  considered  to 
he  an  “index”  of  the  economy.  When 
the  price  of  bread  rose  from  six  cents  a 
loaf  early  in  the  20th  century,  this 
caused  quite  a  hit  of  commotion,  and 
one  company,  Thanhouser  (based  in 
New  Rochelle,  New  York),  actually 
made  a  feature  film  on  the  subject.  In 
recent  times,  various  indices  have  been 
proposed,  including  Forbes  Magazine 
computing  the  value  of  a  Rig  Mac  ham¬ 


burger  in  different  areas  of  the  world, 
and  using  it  as  a  key  to  price  move¬ 
ments. 

Just  addressing  one  small  part  of  the 
19th  century,  in  the  1830s,  although 
United  States  coins  had  been  made 
since  1793,  many  accounts  were  still 
reckoned  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.  The  average  wage  for  a  laborer, 
such  as  on  a  farm,  was  50(^  per  day  in 
New  England  at  the  time.  At  the  turn 
of  the  century,  1901,  a  silver  dollar  was 
about  equal  to  a  day’s  pay  in  a  cotton 
mill  in  New  England. 

Good  luck  with  the  project. 

Q  Having  been  at  the  collect¬ 
ing  game  for  six  years  now, 
and  having  bought  from 
many  different  places  (Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  remains  by  far  the 
best),  I  know  that  the  grading  of  coins. 


such  as  the  things  you  mention — 
strike,  planchet  quality,  eye  appeal, 
and  anything  else?  This  could  be  done 
in  the  form  of  notes  or  an  opinion  on 
the  holder,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
number.  Not  everybody  has  access  to 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  staff 


expertise,  and  this  would  surely  help  a 
lot  of  people  out  in  the  field.  This 
would  be  particularly  desirable  for  the 
Internet,  such  as  on  e-Bay,  where  just 
about  anyone  and  everyone  can  be  a 
“coin  dealer.”  What  do  you  think? 
D.R.A. 

A1  think  the  idea  is  dandy  in 
concept.  Probably  why  it 
will  never  succeed  is  that 
numbers  have  a  pseudo-scientific  as¬ 
pect,  and,  also,  they  can  be  charted, 
put  in  columns,  added  up,  multiplied, 
or  whatever.  If  other  factors  were 
added,  these  would  he  very  hard  to 
evaluate. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  these  nota¬ 
tions  were  to  he  added,  as  you  suggest, 
then  those  who  wanted  to  use  the  ba¬ 
sic  numbers  could  do  so,  but  those 
who  purchased  coins  could  make  their 
decisions  based 
upon  the  comment. 
As  ideal  as  this 
might  sound,  this 
probably  would  also 
have  its  disadvan¬ 
tages,  in  that  some 
comments  would 
probably  become 
“diluted”  or  biased 
by  the  pressure  of 
market  demand. 

Probably  the 
bottom  line  is  this: 
Continue  your  own  con- 
noisseurship,  which  is  excel¬ 
lent  based  upon  your  expe¬ 
rience,  and  buy  only  pieces 
that  you  feel  have  good 
quality,  strike,  eye  appeal, 
and  so  on — just  as  we  do 
when  we  buy  coins  for  our 
own  inventory. 

In  the  meantime,  much  of  the  rest 
of  the  world  can  enjoy  the  numbers. 
As  strange  as  it  may  seem,  although  1 
personally  have  been  an  advocate  of 
quality  for  a  long  time,  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  coin  buyers  really  don’t  care  a 
number  on  a  coin  is  the  be-all  and 
end-all. 


even  of  certified 
coins,  can  vary  widely. 

I  have  read  what  you 
have  had  to  say  on  the  il¬ 
logical  aspect  of  using  a  single 
number  to  represent  “every¬ 
thing”  about  a  coin,  as  the  grad¬ 
ing  services  do. 

My  question  is  this:  why  don’t 
grading  services  add  other  information 
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MS RlHl’'-  X^S).  Lii>troiis  ,ukI  attrac- 

n\e .  36 

N46-n  MS-67  Rl')  (PCt  jS).  Shaq-'k  struck  with 
satiny  oranj^jc  lustre .  79 

1946- S  MS-66  RD  (PCXjS).  An  attractive  gem 

with  bright  orange  lustre .  36 

1947- 0  MS'66  RO  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 

with  outstanding  orange  lustre .  39 

1949-S  MS'66  Rl'*  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has 
frosty  orange  lustre  and  is  sure  to  please.  39 
1952-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
with  deep  orange  lustre .  59 

Mint  State  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS'63  BN 
(PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  w'ith  deep  brown  sur¬ 
faces  accented  by  traces  of  orange  lustre  and 

wisps  of  iridescent  toning .  1,795 

1960  Large  Date.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  exceptional  frosty  orange  lustre.  69 

1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Virtual 

perfection.  This  extraordinary  Proof  example 
has  deeply  reflective  orange  fields  with  highly 
lustrous  devices .  350 

1965  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS'67  RD 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attractive.  ..  49 

1966  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  with  brilliant 
satiny  orange  lustre . 49 

1967  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  orange 
lustre .  49 

1970-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 

brilliant  orange  lustre . 69 

1974  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem, 

sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous . 69 

1974-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Exceptional  orange 

lustre .  69 

1976  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  orange  lustre .  69 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-68  RD  (PCGS). 
Superb  quality  with  exceptional  light  orange 
lustre.  This  is  virtually  the  finest  quality 

available .  209 

This  1995  Douhled  Die  issue  has  extensive  dou- 
hlinu  visible  on  the  obverse,  however,  this  doubling  is 
not  as  dramatic  as  that  found  on  the  more  famous  1 955 
Douhled  Die  variety.  The  most  easily  viewed  areas  of 
doubling  include  the  letters  of  LIBERTY  and  IN  GOD. 
The  initials  VDB  on  Lincoln’s  bust  truncation  are  also 
douhled,  although  these  letters  are  .so  small  to  begin 
with  that  the  doubling  is  hard  to  pickup. 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS'67  RD  (PCGS). 

Sharply  struck  with  deep  orange  lustre.  1 39 
1995  Doubled  [9ie  obverse.  MS-66  RD  (NGC). 
An  attractive  example  with  pinkish  orange 


lustre .  79 

1996  Mint  error.  Die  cap.  MS-65  RD .  279 

1996  Mint  error.  Clounter  brockage.  MS-65 

RD . 99 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

(  >f  the  various  American  denominations 
two  ■  enr  pici  os  are  among  file  most  difficult  to 
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find  in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity — right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents, 
except  that  the  population  of  tw'o-cent  pieces  is 
much  smaller.  Our  current  selection  is  very  brief, 
including  just  four  coins  representing  three  dif¬ 
ferent  dates.  This  reflects  the  difficult  time  we 
have  acquiring  examples  for  our  inventory. 
When  we  do,  they  seem  to  sell  them.selves. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
two-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Two-Cent  Piece  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Eneyelopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  this  book  has  a  section  on 
two-cent  pieces,  although  you  will  buy  your  copy  tor 
this  plus  all  else  it  contains.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

LLS.  Copper  Corns:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  1 76  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece:  1864  Attribution 
Quide.  By  Prank  Leone.  Every  idiosyncrasy  of  the  1864 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This 
choice  Mint  State  example  has  frosty  orange 
lustre  blended  with  light  brown  toning.  A 
delightful  choice  ftir  the  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tor .  229 

1871  MS'65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  superb  pale  orange  lustre.  In 
fact,  this  has  nearly  full  orange  lustre  with 
just  a  trace  of  brown  toning.  A  scarce  date 


seldom  encountered  in  gem  quality .  775 

1871  MS'65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  deep  hrown  surfaces  and  traces  of 
original  lustre . 695 


Choice  Proof  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 
Closed  3  Date  Logotype 
A  Proof-Only  Issue 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof'64  BN  (PCGS).  An  im¬ 
pressive  gem  Proof  with  reflective  dark  brown 
surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  tor  the 
aesthetically  minded  specialist .  1,695 

NICKEL  THREE- 
CENT  PIECES 

Tltree-cent  pieces  of  nickel  alloyed  with  cop¬ 
per  were  introduced  in  1865  to  provide  a 
medium  of  exchange  in  a  market  milieu  in 
which  there  were  NO  silver  coins  in  circulation 
in  the  East  or  Midwest.  Much  if  not  most  of  the 
nickel  came  frotn  a  tnine  at  Lancaster  Gap, 
Pennsylvania,  controlled  by  Joseph  Wharton 


(who  had  close  and  heavy  ties  with  isolit icians 
and  the  Mitit;  today,  the  Wharton  School  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  is  named  for  him). 
By  the  way,  in  out  editorial  backlog  is  a  great 
article  on  the  Lancaster  Gap  Mine — watch  for  it 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Although  the  1865  nickel  three-cent  piece 
was  minted  in  large  numbers,  demand  for  it 
failed  to  materialize,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
Shield  nickel  the  next  year  sealed  its  fate. 

For  present-day  numismatists  this  specialty 
comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series,  from  1865- 
1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  issues, 
however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
“impossible”  rarities,  coins  that  are  out  of  reach 
of  the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on 
condition,  the  entire  set  can  he  completed  eas¬ 
ily  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the 
following  brief  offering,  remember,  you’ll  appre¬ 
ciate  our  c|uality  and  value. 

We’ve  been  buying  and  selling  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  for  nearly  50  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  time  when  they  have  “accumulated” 
in  our  inventory.  TEie  demand  is  non-stop! 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
three-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Three  Cent  Nickel  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coim.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  section  on 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  tucked  among  754  pages  in 
this  must-half  volume.  Illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BRR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Three-Cent 
Nickels.  By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher.  The 
only  reference  available  dealing  solely  with  this  19th- 
century  denomination.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  hook  will  aid  in  your  appreciation 
of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  hound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-300.  List  $37.95,  before  your  discount. 

1865  MS'65  (NGC).  An  outstanding  gem,  fully 

brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  issue  for  this  denomi¬ 
nation.  Heavy  obverse  and  reverse  clash 
marks  are  especially  interesting  to  view  un¬ 
der  magnification — a  little  bonus  for  no  ex¬ 
tra  cost!  .  895 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

faint  iridescent  toning  over  fully  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  159 

1870  MS'63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  that 

appears  to  be  iiuite  conservatively  graded.  In 
a  first-generation  PGGS  holder .  2  39 

1871  Proof'64  (PGGS).  Satiny  light  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  hints  of  champagne  toning  on  the 
reverse.  A  ilelightfiil  example  with  moder¬ 
ately  reflective  Proof  surlaces .  495 
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1872  MS-64  (PCXiS).  Very  yt'kl  tiinins 

liver  lustrous  jjray  surfaces.  A  wonderful  qual¬ 
ity  example.  Sharply  struck .  285 

1878  Proof-66  (NUC).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  Proof-only  issue  with  vety  light 
champagne  toning  ovet  satiny  gray  surfaces. 
Moderate  cameo  conttast  adds  to  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  of  this  example .  1,095 

Gem  Mint  State  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 

1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

with  ftosty  gray  lustre  and  sharp  design  defi¬ 
nition.  A  touch  of  champagne  toning  is 
present  on  the  teverse.  A  scarce,  low-mint¬ 
age  issue .  1,450 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  Ptoof  example  with  reflective  light  gray 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  This  qualifies 
fully  as  a  Cameo,  although  not  designated  as 
such . 995 

1883  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
gem  Proof  with  full  cameo  contrast.  Reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  lusttous  devices  are  accented 
hy  light  gold  toning.  A  highly  desirable  low- 


mintage  issue . 795 

1885  Proof'64  (PCGS).  A  delightful  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  with  reflective  pale  gray  surfaces  and 
light  cameo  contrast.  Sure  to  please . 445 


1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with 
frosty  gtay  lustre  accented  hy  wisps  of  amber 
toning.  A  pleasing  example  of  the  final  year 
of  issue  for  this  denomination . 465 

Silver  Three-Cent 
Pieces 

Silvet  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1851  through 
1873  is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are 
quite  elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  examples  fot 
sale.  In  the  meantime  if  you  would  like  to  buy 
ftom  us,  here  is  what  we  have,  short  and  sweet, 
shall  we  say? 

Three-Cent  Silver  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  LJ.S. 
und  Colonial  Coins.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices 
(or,  it  the  desk  is  especially  cluttered,  then  on  the 
floor!).  An  indispensahle  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardhound.  Stock  No.  RRR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quidc  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  Ry  Q. 
David  Rowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  RRM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

1850  Cap  and  Rays  Pattern  3y  Piece 
1850  Cap  and  Rays.  Pollock'147,  Jiidd'125. 
Rarity-4.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
pattern  with  reflective  pale  gray  surfaces  and 


hints  of  iridescent  toning.  With  the  appeal  of 
a  highet  numeric  grade,  although  with  faint 
haitlincs  only  visible  under  close  .scrutiny.  A 
popular  design,  closely  copied  from  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  1836  pattern  gold  dollar  design, 
a  concept  bortowed  from  the  Cap  and  Rays 

coinage  of  Mexico .  1,895 

187 1  AU'55  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 
considerable  lustre  and  wisps  of  iridescent 
toning.  Slightly  reflective  fields  are  mostly 
visible  atound  devices .  595 

NICKEL  EIVE-CENT 
PIECES 

Nickel  five-cent  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Much  ado  about  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  will  he  found  here!  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RRR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  Ry  Q. 
David  Rowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  RRM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  Ry 
Kevin  Flynn  and  Rill  van  Note.  This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
bree:e!  1  30  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  hound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-30L  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Buffalo  Nickels.  Ry  David 
Lange.  This  second  edition  is  updated  with  new  infor¬ 
mation,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking 
characteristics  of  each  issue,  all  hy  one  of  the  more 
careful  observers  among  modem  researchers.  198  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardhound.  Stock  No.  RLA-106A.  List 
$36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypicker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  —  Volume  Otie.  Ry  Rill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  de.scriptions  of  varieties  that  can 
he  acquired  iinattrihuted  at  conventions,  in  collections, 
and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  This  fourth  edition  has 
been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  covering  all  de¬ 
nominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  hound.  StiKk 
No.  RFl-950.  List  $34.95,  before  your  discount. 

SHIELD  NICKELS 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small  denomi¬ 
nation  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to 
use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which  soon  be¬ 
came  tattered  and  torn.  First  introduced  to  the 
public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composi¬ 
tion  has  been  an  important  patt  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 

603-569-5319 


C»em  Proof  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 


1866  With  Rays.  Proof-65  (PC2GS).  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  issue,  for  which  we  esti¬ 
mate  that  fewer  than  500  were  struck  (some 
estimate  the  mintage  as  only  about  125!).  A 
highly  important  coin,  representing  as  it  does 
the  first  year  of  issue,  one  of  just  two  years 
with  the  rays  feature  on  the  reverse,  and,  at 
the  .same  time,  a  notable  rarity  in  Prinif  for¬ 
mat .  3,995 

1866  With  Rays.  VF-35.  A  pleasing  light  gray 
example  for  your  type  collection . 69 

187 1  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
reflective  gray  fields  and  slight  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 499 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  extremely  important 

opportunity  for  the  specialist.  In  fact,  this  is 
the  second  rarest  date  among  all  circulation 
strike  issues.  Only  1880  is  more  elusive.  A 
choice  example  with  frosty  lustre  and  pale 
gold  toning .  595 

Gem  Proof  1872  Nickel 

1872  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

Proof  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices.  Light  gold  toning  adds  to  the  aesthetic 
appeal  of  this  cameo  example .  1 ,475 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  with  light  gold  toning  over  reflective 
gray  Proof  surfaces .  395 

1874  Doubled  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  at¬ 
tractive  example  has  frosty  light  gray  lustre 
with  a  whisper  of  champagne  toning.  Sharply 
doubled  date.  Similar  to  FS-010.7,  however, 
with  a  slightly  different  date  position. ..  575 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  and  very  light 
champagne  toning.  This  is  a  scarce  i.ssue  in 
circulation  strike  format .  369 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gray  example  of 

choice  quality.  Popular  Centennial  year  is¬ 
sue .  329 

1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  stunning 
gem  Proof  with  deeply  reflecti\e  fields  and 
lustrous  devices.  Attractive  light  gold  toning. 
Proof  Shield  nickels  of  this  era  often  have 
satiny  and  lustrous  surfaces  with  little  reflec¬ 
tive  quality.  This  example  is  a  ple.isant  ex¬ 
ception  and  actually  looks  like  a  Proof.  995 

1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Sh.irplv  de¬ 

fined  with  light  cameo  contrast.  Hints  of 
champagtie  totting  add  to  the  .lesthetu.  ap- 
(U'al  of  this  gem .  795 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  shoice 
Mint  St.ite  example  with  frosty  light  gray 
lustre.  Shiekl  ttickels  of  the  Lite  ISTcN  ,»nd 
early  1880s  are  often  difficult  to  attribute. 
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with  PriH'ts  anJ  circulation  strikes  often 
liX'kin^  quite  similar.  This  example  is  uri' 
questionably  a  circulation  strike,  and  quite 

rare  as  such .  795 

1881  VF-25  (E\2GS).  Natural  light  gray  surfaces. 
•A  planchet  lamination  at  left  obverse  re¬ 
sembles  a  retained  cud.  Interesting .  379 

1881  F'15.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces . 299 

1882  Proof'66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

Proof  example  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre. 
■Aesthetically  desirable  with  a  trace  of  rose 
toning  on  the  reverse . 925 

1882  Proof '65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  Proof  example  has  deeply  reflective 
mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices 

with  subliminal  gold  toning .  595 

1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
exceptional  frosty  gray  lustre .  1,195 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 

gray  surfaces .  329 

LIBERTY  HEAD  Nickels 

We’ve  always  liked  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
and  for  us  there  is  never  such  a  thing  as  having 
too  many  in  stock!  In  this  issue  our  offering  be¬ 
gins  with  1883  and  concludes  with  pieces  of  the 
early  20th  century,  and  along  the  way  includes 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile  specimens. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly 

contrasted  with  attractive  gold  toning.  A 
lovely  example  for  your  type  set .  295 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 
ing  quality  with  sharp  design  features  and 
exceptional  satiny  lustre.  Just  a  trace  of  pale 
gold  toning  is  present.  A  common  issue  in  a 
decidedly  uncommon  grade.  In  fact,  only  six 
submissions  have  received  a  higher  MS-67 

grade  from  PCGS . 865 

1883  No  CENTS.  AU-50.  Lustrous  pale  gray 

surfaces .  14 

1885  G-5.  Pleasing  light  gray  with  choice  sur¬ 
faces  for  the  grade .  345 

1885  AG-3.  An  affordable  example  of  this  key- 

date  issue . 239 

1886  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  A 

scarce  and  popular  issue,  second  only  to  the 
1885  in  rarity  among  19th-century  Liberty 
Head  nickels . 629 

1886  AU-53.  Attractive  pale  gray  with  consid¬ 
erable  lustre . 485 

1887  Proof-63.  A  pleasing  Proof  example  with 

mirrored  fields  and  light  cameo  contrast. 
Light  iridescent  toning  adds  to  the  aesthetic 
appeal .  199 

1887  AU-55.  Considerable  lu.stre  with  attractive 

gold  toning.  Quite  sharply  struck;  far  above 
average . 95 

1888  AU-55.  An  outstanding  example  with  vir¬ 

tually  complete  lustre  and  attractive  pale 
gold  toning .  1 59 

1889  .MS-66  (NGC).  A  stunning  gem  with 
fti  .^ty  “white”  lustre  (actually  very  light  gray). 


and  sharp  design  features.  Very  lightly  toned 
along  the  obverse  border  and  on  the  reverse. 
Not  a  rare  date,  however,  almost  never  seen 
in  gem  condition .  1,195 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  scarce  date  with 

sharp  design  elements  and  outstanding  eye 
appeal.  Full  frosty  lustre  with  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Slight  weakness  is  visible  only  at  lower 
left  portion  of  the  wreath.  Otherwise,  all  de¬ 
sign  elements  are  boldly  defined . 975 

1895  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  lovely  gem  Proof 

has  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lightly  frosted 
devices,  a  pleasing  cameo.  Sharply  struck  as 
nearly  all  Proofs  are,  with  very  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 665 

1898  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  nickel  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  amber  toning .  139 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Vittually  gem  quality  with 
exceptional  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  219 

1902  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  exceptionally  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  amber,  rose,  and  iridescent 
toning  over  deeply  mirrored  surfaces. ...  285 
1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  frosty  gray  lustre. 
An  outstanding  example  for  your  date  or  type 
collection .  545 

1905  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  lustre 

and  very  light  champagne  toning .  219 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  quality  with  lus¬ 

trous  medium  gray  surfaces  and  subliminal 
iridescent  toning .  209 

BUEFALO  NICKELS 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  as 
for  years  we  have  been  the  primary  source  for 
many  connoisseurs  building  really  choice  collec¬ 
tions. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive 
selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  awaits  you! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb 
gem  example  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre  and 
whispers  of  attractive  iridescent  toning.  First 
year  of  issue  for  the  design,  and  a  single-year 
type  coin,  the  ground  beneath  the  Buffalo 
later  being  modified  to  appear  as  an  open 

plane,  rather  than  a  mound .  269 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  EF-45.  Pleasing  light  gray 

surfaces .  19 

191 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  and  with  outstanding  aesthetic 
appeal.  This  gem  has  brilliant  satiny  lustre 
with  light  gold  toning.  A  top  quality  example 

of  this  i.ssue .  595 

191  3-n  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 
pleasing  gem  tiuality  example  for  your  date  or 
type  collection .  289 


191 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  AU-50.  Outstanding 
quality  and  as  sharply  struck  as  we  have  ever 

seen! . 49 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem 
quality  example  with  light  gold  toning  on  the 

obverse,  pale  blue  on  the  reverse .  695 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  1.  EF-45.  Pleasing  light  gray 

with  a  hint  of  toning .  55 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
gold  toning  with  outstanding  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Modified  design  with  the  Buffalo  stand¬ 
ing  in  a  prairie .  365 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Highly  lustrous  with  very  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning .  109 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  11.  VF-30.  Attractive  and 
natural  medium  gray  surfaces . 95 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-62  (ANACS).  A 

lovely  example,  highly  lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  faint  heather  toning . 369 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

very  faint  champagne  toning  Slightly  soft 
strike .  145 

1914- D  AU-53.  Sharply  struck.  Considerable 

lustre  remains  visible  with  faint  amber  ton¬ 
ing.  The  obverse  has  a  pronounced  rim  break 
at  4:00 .  225 

1914-D  VF-30.  Light  gray  with  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1914-D  F-15.  Pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces. 79 
1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

delightful  iridescent  toning . 459 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 459 

1914'S  VF-30.  An  attractive  example  with  me¬ 
dium  gray  surfaces .  35 

Gem  Proof  1915  Nickel 


1915  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splen¬ 
did  Matte  Proof  with  fully  brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny  grayish  white  lustre,  and  extremely  sharp 
design  definition.  An  outstanding  example 
that  is  among  the  finest  we  have  handled  in 
recent  times.  Certain  to  please  the  connois¬ 
seur.  Very  few  high  quality  Matte  Proof  nick¬ 
els  survive  today,  especially  from  the  later 
issues  (1915  and  1916),  with  their  very  low 
mintages.  Just  1,050  Proof  examples  of  this 
issue  were  coined .  2,195 

1915  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces  and  wisps  of  iridescent  toning .  35 

191 5-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  gray  lustre  with 
very  light  champagne  toning.  Average  strike 
for  this  issue .  289 

1915-DEF-40.  Attractive  light  gray . 85 

1916  EF-45.  Sharply  struck  with  traces  of  lus¬ 
tre .  12 
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1916'D  MS'64  (PCGS).  HiKhly  attractive  with 
hnlliant  satin  lustre  and  hints  of  light  gold 
toning.  Quite  sharply  struck  with  weakness 

only  at  top  of  the  buffalo’s  front  leg . 469 

1916'D  MS'63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 
deep  gold  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  much  lighter  gold  on  the  reverse.  295 

1916- D  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces. .  35 
1916'S  AU'50.  a  delightful  example  with 

considerable  lustre  and  subliminal  rose 

toning . 99 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  bright 
gray  lustre.  Somewhat  .softly  struck  at  the 
centers  of  obverse  and  reverse .  1 39 

1917  EF-45.  Sharply  struck  with  some  remaining 

lustre .  19 

191 7- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Some  central  weakness 

is  noted.  This  lustrous  example  possesses  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  Mostly  brilliant 
with  traces  of  champagne  toning .  1,095 

Choice  Mint  State  191 7-S  Nickel 
191 7-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  issue  with  fully  brilliant 
satin  lustre  and  hints  of  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck,  especially  for  this  west¬ 
ern  issue.  An*important  opportunity.  1,995 
191 7'S  VF-30.  Medium  gray  with  light  amber 
toning . 69 

Gem  Mint  State  1918  Nickel 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  gorgeous  gem  ex¬ 
ample  is  truly  a  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 
Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  faint 


champagne  toning .  1,595 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  and  light  gold  toning .  519 

1918-D  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  gray .  189 

1919  EF-45.  Choice  for  the  grade .  19 


1919-D  EF-40.  A  lovely  example  of  this  scarce 
date  with  natural  medium  gray  surfaces.  209 

1919-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  satiny  lustre.  Above 
average  strike  for  this  issue .  1,395 

1919- S  VF-30.  An  important  oppottunity  for  the 

collector.  This  lovely  example  has  pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces . 99 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacular  gem 
with  fully  brilliant  nickel  gray  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck . 675 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  light  champagne  and  iridescent 
toning . 245 

1920  EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray .  12 

1920- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray  with 

.spla.shes  of  heather  toning.  Very  sharp  obverse 
with  above  average  reverse  details . 950 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharp  design 

elements  with  outstanding  pale  gold  lustre. 
An  elusive  issue  in  choice  or  gem  Mint 
State . 395 

1921  EF-45.  Fully  AU  with  light  gray  surfaces 
and  a  few  tiny  reverse  rim  nicks . 45 


192 1-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  .scarce  issue,  this 
example  with  pleasing  light  gray  obverse. 
The  reverse  has  medium  gold  toning.  A  few' 
insignificant  blemishes  are  noted . 895 

1923  MS-66  (PC'GS).  This  is  a  stunning  gem 
example  with  brilliant  nickel-gray  lustre 
and  splashes  of  faint  champagne  toning.  Just 
four  finer  MS-67  examples  have  been  certi¬ 
fied .  1,195 

1923  AU-50.  Lightly  toned  with  golden  brown 
surfaces .  35 

1923  EF-40.  Lovely  light  gray  surfaces .  10 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

lovely  gold  toning.  Typically  weak  at  the 
center  of  both  obverse  and  reverse .  795 

1923- S  EF-40.  Medium  gray  with  hints  of  irides¬ 

cent  toning.  An  important  example  that  can 
be  difficult  to  locate . 265 

1924  EF'45.  Sharply  struck  with  datk  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  19 

1924- 0  VF-35.  Attractive  medium  gray  with 

lighter  highlights .  1 39 

1924-D  VF-30.  A  nice,  pleasing  light  gray  ex¬ 
ample . 99 

1924- D  VF-25.  Medium  gray  with  splashes  of 

olive  and  darker  gray . 85 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  with 

brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  An  extremely  pleas¬ 
ing  gem .  595 

1925  EF-40.  Light  gray  with  a  hint  of  olive  ton¬ 
ing .  12 

1925- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice,  satiny  ex¬ 

ample  with  light  gold  toning.  Excellent  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  is  a  great  “plus”  for  this 
specimen .  1,175 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  has  exceptional 

aesthetic  appeal  with  highly  lustrous  surfaces 
and  very  faint  heather  toning . 395 

1926  EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces.  ..  12 

1926- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splendid  ex¬ 

ample  for  the  grade  with  desirable  light  gray 
surfaces.  A  few  very  minor  abrasions  are  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  grade.  Exceptional  quality  repre¬ 
senting  a  most  important  opportunity  for  the 
collector .  1,095 

1926-S  F-12.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces . 45 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  out¬ 

standing  gold  toning  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse . 295 

1927  EF-40.  Light  gray  with  a  splash  of  ro.se  ton¬ 
ing .  12 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  bril¬ 

liant  light  gray  surfaces  with  frosty  lustre  and 
a  hint  of  gold  toning . 895 

1928  AU-50.  Light  gray  with  satiny  lustre  and 
minor  abrasions . 22 

1928-D  EF-45.  A  delightful  example  with  light 
gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold  toning .  39 

1928'S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  An  exceptional  example, 
virtually  choice  quality,  and  at  a  significantly 
lower  price  than  specimens  graded  just  one 
point  finer .  395 


1928- S  EF-40.  L3e.sirable  quality  with  attractive 

nickel  gray  surfaces .  25 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale 
blue  surfaces.  Weak  at  center  of  obverse  and 
reverse .  109 

1929  AU-50.  Attractive  and  nearly  fully  lus¬ 

trous.  Fine  die  lines  at  left  obverse  appear 
ver\'  similar  to  light  cleaning  lines .  19 

1929- D  EF-45.  A  lovely  example  with  traces  of 
lustre  and  delightful  champagne  toning.  35 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  sensational 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  Surprisingly  difficult  to  locate  in  high 
grade . 419 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 
light  gray  lustre  and  faint  gold  toning.  .  1 79 

1929- S  EF-40.  Pleasing  light  gray  surfaces. ..  12 

1930  AU-55.  Desirable  nickel  gray  with  splashes 

of  golden  brown  toning .  16 

1930- S  EF'40.  Very  dark  gray  surfaces .  12 

193 1- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  light 

gray  with  considerable  gold  .splashed  on.  Tied 
with  a  number  of  cithers  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS . 975 

193 1-S  EF-40.  Lovely  medium  gray  with  attrac¬ 
tive  amber  toning .  19 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  pale  champagne  toning. .  595 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example 

with  frosty  pewter  gray  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck  and  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  395 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  satiny  lustre  and  light  champagne 
toning.  This  issue  is  one  of  the  key-dates 
among  gem  quality  Buffalo  nickels  from  1934 
to  1938 .  895 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  gem  has 

fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre . 239 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  frosty  lustre . 69 

1935  AU-55 .  12 

1935- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Spectacular  quality 

with  bright  gold  toning .  79 

1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
with  superb  light  gray  lustre.  Quite  sharply- 
struck  for  the  issue . 439 

1935-S  MS'64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray  with 
vivid  blue  toning . 99 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  Nickel 
Type  II  with  Brilliant  Mirror  Fields 


1936  Type  II.  PriHif-67  (PCXiS).  Tins  gorgeous 
Proof  has  deeply  reflective  mirrored  fields 
with  very  lightly  ftosted  devices.  Highly  at- 
ttactive  with  very  light  iridescent  toning. 
You’ll  love  this  coin! .  3,p50 
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W3t>  Type  11.  Prix>t'6T  (PCGS).  An  absolutely 
lo\  ely  brilliant  Prcxit  example  with  hints  of 
champagne  toning  over  light  gray  mirrored 

surfaces .  1,595 

1936  Type  11.  Proot'64  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
splendid  example  with  light  gray  mirrored 
surfaces.  A  nice  potential  addition  to  your 

date  or  type  collection .  1,150 

1936  MS'66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  with  light 
gray  lustre  and  splashes  of  pale  heather.  109 

1936  AU'58.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  virtually 

complete  lustre .  12 

1936'D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  sharp  design  features  and  attrac¬ 
tive  light  gold  toning .  199 

1936'D  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  attractive .  12 

1936-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splendid,  with  sharp 
design  features  and  bright  gray  lustre .  199 

1936- S  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning .  12 

Amazing  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

extremely  sharp  features,  deeply  mirrored 
fields,  and  lovely  pale  blue  toning .  1,450 

1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  absolutely  lovely 
example  with  deeply  mirrored  light  gray 

Proof  surfaces .  1,295 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  light  gray  lustre  and  faint  champagne 

toning . 69 

1937  AU-50.  A  lustrous  and  attractive  speci¬ 
men .  12 

1937'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosty 
surfaces.  A  wonderful  gem  example .  119 

1937- D  3-Legged.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces  with  nearly  complete  lustre. .  1,175 

1937- D  3-Legged.  AU-55  (NGC).  This  is  an 

exceptional  example  of  this  popular  and  un¬ 
usual  variety.  Virtually  full  lustre  is  accented 
by  lovely  gold  toning . 975 

1937'S  AU-50.  Fully  lustrous  with  wisps  of  light 
gold  toning .  12 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  outstanding  light  gold  toning  over  frosty 
lustre . 239 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem  example  with  light  champagne  toning 

over  frosty  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck .  59 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  gold  toning .  39 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  design  features  and  frrety  lus¬ 
tre.  Light  gold  toning  adds  to  the  appeal.  ...  39 
1938- D/D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 

brilliant  gold  toning . 49 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  superb 
gem  is  sharply  struck  and  has  amazing  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 295 

JEFFERSON  Nickels 

Our  current  offering  of  Jefferson  nickels  is 
magnificent,  with  quality  examples  for  all  budgets. 


1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  sharjsly  struck  with  lovely  light  gold.  65 
1938-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  example,  representing  an  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 
PCGS  has  graded  just  10  examples  at  this 
level  with  none  finer . 995 

1938- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  lilac  toning .  79 

1938'S  MS'65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  gold  toning . 49 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre .  54 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 

with  lustrous  pale  champagne  toning  and 
sharp  design  features.  Very  nearly  Full  Steps 
sharpness.  PCGS  has  graded  34  examples  at 
this  numeric  level  with  none  certified  as  MS- 
68  or  finer .  795 

1939-D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  gold  toning .  155 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

just  a  touch  of  light  gold  toning . 59 

1940  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 

with  fully  brilliant  nickel-gray  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck .  119 

1940  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  54 

1940  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

pale  gray  surfaces . 79 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

1940-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  attractive 

example  with  light  gold  toning . 59 

1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 

lovely  gold  lustre . 79 

1940-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  Currently,  PCGS 
has  graded  just  33  examples  at  this  grade 

level  with  only  three  finer  coins . 545 

1940'S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint 
of  lilac  toning  over  light  gray  surfaces.  ...  79 

1941  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 

with  a  hint  of  pale  gold  toning .  1 19 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps . 59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  sharp  features  and  brilliant  lustre.  79 
1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

light  gold  toning . 36 

1941'D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning.  129 
1941'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 

pleasant  gold  toning . 59 

1941'D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  toning .  79 

1942-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  abso¬ 
lutely  exceptional  example  with  highly  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  and  faint  champagne  toning. 
Truly  a  gem  for  the  connoisseur.  Tied  for  fin¬ 
est  certified  by  PCGS  with  15  others.  1,095 
1942-D  MS'66  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding,  with 
brilliant  lustre  and  light  gold  toning.  ...  109 


1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 


with  lovely  gold  toning .  79 

1942-D  MS'65  FS  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre  and  very  light  gold  toning.  ...  89 


1942- S  MS'66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  silver  wartime  composition.  49 

The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture 
of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

1943'P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  satiny  silver  lustre .  39 

1943- P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1943'D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 
faint  amber  toning .  389 

1945'P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  lustre  and 

sharp  design  features . 89 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 99 

1945- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attractive  example 

has  frosty  silver  lustre . 45 

1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  faint  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  frosty  lustre . 99 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  pleasing  nickel-gray  lustre.  ..  99 
1951-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
date  is  seldom  found  sharply  struck.  Pleasing 
nickel-gray  lustre  with  satiny  surfaces.  .  395 
1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  superb 
gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 

considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1954  Proof'67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
cameo  Proof  with  considerable  contrast  be¬ 
tween  fields  and  devices . 279 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof . 39 

1955  Proof '68  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 

ceptional  example  with  vivid  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 495 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  with 

dark  gray  Proof  surfaces .  115 

1956  Proof'67  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  deep 

mirrored  fields . 39 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  pale  gold  toning . 79 

1959  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo 

contrast  with  deep  mirrored  fields . 445 

1961  Proof '68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is 
an  absolutely  spectacular  gem  Proof  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous 
light  gray  devices . 675 

1963  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  Proof,  deeply  mirrored  with  excel¬ 
lent  cameo  contrast .  199 

1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  abso¬ 

lutely  stunning  gem  Proof  example,  among 
the  finest  perceivable  quality .  249 

1968-S  Proof-68  Deep  cameo.  (PCGS).  An  aes¬ 
thetically  pleasing  example  for  your  date  or 

type  collection . 69 

1982  MS-65  FS.  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  with 
frosty  lustre . 49 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #146 


by  Karl  Moulton 


The  1827  Quarter 
Reveals  Its 
Secrets 


Karl  Moulton  has  exhaustively 
researched  the  early  quarter 
dollar  series  and  the  background 
of  their  production  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  Herein,  he  presents  nevu  theories  and 
information  on  the  existence  of  one  of 
America’s  most  enigmatic  rarities. 

First,  1  would  like  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  for  publishing  my  article  presenting 
the  true  facts  about  Joseph  Mickley  ob¬ 
taining  four  1827  quarters  at  face  value 
from  the  Mint  in  1827  in  Rare  Coin  Re- 
vieiv  #142,  July-August  2001.  This  story, 
which  had  circulated  for  over  100  years, 
now  stands  corrected.  While  research¬ 
ing  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  I  dug  as  far  as  all 
numismatic  related  materials  would 
take  me,  and  then  continued  on  by  ex¬ 
amining  other  sources  to  fill  in  the 
myriad  information  gaps  about  this  leg¬ 
endary  19th-century  collector. 

With  present  “common  knowledge” 
and  available  reference  materials,  very 
little  makes  sense  regarding  the  study  of 
the  Capped  Bust  quarter  series.  Hope¬ 
fully,  I  (along  with  others)  will  eventu¬ 
ally  uncover  enough  to  make  the  over¬ 
all  picture  clearer  regarding  these  issues. 
This  comprehensive  article  will  focus 
on  the  most  famous  Capped  Bust  quar¬ 
ter  of  them  all. 


The  1827/3/2  Capped  Bust  Quarter 
As  many  of  you  may  have  heard  by 
now,  the  1827  triple  digit  overdate  quar¬ 


ter  was  created  by  using  the  earlier 
overdated  1823/2  obverse  die.  This  cre¬ 
ated  several  unique  aspects.  First,  it  is 
the  only  coin  to  be  released  as  an 
overdate  on  two  separate  occasions  by 
the  United  States  Mint;  second,  it  is  the 
only  American  coin  to  be  overstamped 
on  all  four  digits.  This  fascinating  infor¬ 
mation  escaped  the  attention  of  every¬ 
one  involved  in  numismatics  for  at  least 
150  years. 

The  discovery  of  the  triple  digit 
overdate  1827/3/2  Capped  Bust  quarter 
is  not  all  that  amazing  if  you  stop  and 
think  about  it.  The  issue  had  been 
known  as  an  1827/3  overdate  long  be¬ 
fore  the  publication  of  Ard  Browning’s 
work  on  early  U.S.  quarters,  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  1925.  Since  there  were  no 
regular  dated  1823  quarters  (all  were 
1823/2’s),  I  wondered  if  the  same  ob¬ 
verse  die  could  bave  been  re-used  in 
1827.  By  comparing  star  points  relative 
to  the  denticles,  date  and  star  place¬ 
ment  on  the  obverse,  the  total  number 
of  denticles  (126),  and  other  criteria,  it 
quickly  became  apparent  that  this  in¬ 
deed  was  the  case.  Even  the  compass 
point  centering  dot  was  visible  below 
the  earlobe. 

The  next  thing  checked  was  the 
other  digits  in  the  date;  all  were  found 
to  be  overstamped.  This  confirmed,  to 
me  at  least,  the  re-use  of  the  1823/2  ob¬ 
verse  die,  even  though  at  first  glance 
they  appeared  to  be  completely  differ¬ 
ent.  This  discovery  took  place  in  1998;  1 
related  this  finding  at  a  Numismatic 
Theatre  presentation  at  the  1999  ANA 
Convention  in  Chicago. 

Having  done  exhaustive  research  on 
1827/3/2  quarters  for  the  past  decade. 


which  happens  to  include  compiling  a 
database  of  nearly  all  public  auction  ap¬ 
pearances,  1  wondered  who  could  have 
done  all  that  work  at  the  Mint  in  the 
1820s  and  for  what  reason?  All  of  this 
was  quite  intriguing  since  there  are 
fewer  than  10  so-called  1827/3/2  Origi¬ 
nals  in  existence  as  of  this  writing. 

This  is  where  knowledge  of  the 
people  and  operations  of  the  first  U.S. 
Mint  came  in  very  handy.  If  you  only 
study  the  coins  and  not  the  people  who 
created  them,  fold  them,  or  those  who 
collect  them,  you’re  missing  much  of 
the  research  picture. 

With  this  in  mind,  many  other  ques¬ 
tions  popped  up  regarding  the  whys  and 
wherefores  of  the  1827  overdate  quar¬ 
ters.  Basically,  it’s  like  doing  a  crossword 
or  jigsaw  puzzle;  putting  the  known 
pieces  in  place  to  complete  the  overall 
picture.  Here  is  some  key  background 
information  that  helped:  In  the  summer 
of  1824  there  were  major  changes  inside 
the  United  States  Mint.  Two  critical 
personnel  positions,  the  director  and 
engraver,  had  changed  in  less  than  six 
months. 

Robert  Scot,  the  official  Mint  en¬ 
graver  since  1793,  died  in  November  of 
1823  at  the  age  of  79.  Since  he  was  the 
person  responsible  for  a  majority  of  the 
American  overdated  coinage  (primarily 
due  to  his  lack  of  ability  in  engraving 
new  dies),  it’s  my  guess  that  the  1823/2 
Capped  Bust  quarter  was  one  of  his  last 
creations.  Besides  being  boldly 
overdated  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
die  was  not  even  completed  when  it  was 
delivered  to  coiner  Adam  Eckfeldt  for 
coining  1,800  1823/2  quarters  (warrant 
^07  dated  2-3-1823).  Apparently  all  of 
these,  except  for  one  prooflike  Uncircu¬ 
lated  example,  were  immediately  re¬ 
leased  into  circulation.  This  1,800  fig¬ 
ure  is  believed  to  be  the  accurate  total 
for  this  issue — not  the  17,800  figure 
listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  or  the  1 1 7,81X2 
listed  in  Browning’s  work  which  was 
rather  casually  revised  by  Walter  Breen 
(ctfli.  in  1992).  The  other  16,000  quar¬ 
ters  listed  in  the  182  3  Mitu  Director's 
Report  represent  the  tinal  number  of 
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!  1824/2s.  These  were  delivered  tin  12- 

M'1823  (warrant  *^35).  From  all  indi- 
catkins,  a  new  dated  die,  when  avail¬ 
able,  was  put  into  production  after 
Christmas  and  not  the  first  of  the  calen¬ 
dar  year,  as  has  been  reported  by  others. 

Since  the  blunderer  and  overdater 
Robert  Scot  was  no  longer  around  and 
new  engraver  William  Kneass  was  much 
too  busy  creating  other  working  dies,  it 
was  left  to  another  engraver,  Christian 
Gohrecht,  who  was  commissioned  by 
Mint  Director  Dr.  Samuel  Moore,  to 
work  on  c:)ther  esoteric  engravings. 

While  in  the  National  Archives 
doing  research,  1  came  across  a  very 
interesting  four-page  letter  written  by 
Mint  Director  Dr.  Samuel  Moore  in 
1825  to  President  John  Q.  Adams. 
One  passage  included  the  hiring  of 
Christian  Gohrecht  as  an  engraver. 
Moore  reveals  that  Gohrecht  had 
been  hired  immediately  after  Scot’s 
death,  by  former  director  Dr.  Robert 
L.  Patterson  from  December  1823 
through  January  1824  to  finish 
(overdating?)  regular  production  dies. 
Based  on  this  letter,  this  is  the  earliest 
inside-the-Mint  connection  we  have 
for  Mr.  Gohrecht.  On  January  29, 
1824,  William  Kneass  was  officially 
appointed  as  the  U.S.  Mint  engraver 
based  upon  Adam  Eckfeldt’s  strong 
recommendation.  Interestingly, 
Gohrecht  continued  to  do  commis¬ 
sion  work  for  the  U.S.  Mint  through¬ 
out  the  1820s. 

When  he  became  director  in  July 
1824,  Moore  utilized  Scot’s  many 
overdates  to  his  advantage.  Rather  than 
stopping  the  practice,  he  continued  it 
unabated  to  make  himself  look  good  to 
his  superiors  at  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  in  Washington.  Apparently,  he 
figured  that  production  totals  would 
look  impressive  and  follow  format  if  he 
overdated  the  coinage  created  during 
his  predecessor’s  term.  It  also  strength¬ 
ened  his  position  of  wanting  to  hire  a 
second  engraver  for  the  Mint. 

■  Thus,  we  have  quite  a  few  rare  and 

valuable  combinations  of  error  and 
overdatetl  ilies,  both  obverse  and  reverse, 
used  on  many  denominations  from  mitl- 
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1796  when  all  the  other  engravers  had 
left  the  Mint,  until  1829,  at  which  time 
the  close  collar  technology  came  into 
large-scale  production.  This  helps  to  ex¬ 
plain  certain  die  re-marriages  that  were 
many  years  apart,  such  as  the  1827/3/2 
obverse  and  the  1822/1828  error  reverse 
quarters,  just  to  mention  a  few. 

Christian  Gobrecht’s  Creation 

In  the  course  of  sharing  accurate  de¬ 
tails  regarding  these  1827/3/2  quarters, 
I’d  like  to  announce  another  previously 
unpublished  characteristic.  There  are 
two  distinct  muratic  acid-etched 
“splotches”  on  the  neck  and  bust  of 
Miss  Liberty.  Gohrecht  caused  these 
while  “erasing”  the  digits  on  the  1823/2 
obverse  die  when  it  was  upside  down  on 
his  workbench.  One  of  the  best  full- 
page  plates  to  examine  these  recessed 
areas  can  he  found  in  Bowers  &. 
Merena’s  November  1983  Marcus  J. 
Brown  sale.  Lot  #2981.  (Note:  the  pedi¬ 
gree  for  this  example  is  not  correct;  nei¬ 
ther  are  the  others  provided  by  Breen.) 
Also,  all  of  the  obverse  denticles  found 
on  every  1827/3/2  quarter  were  effec¬ 
tively  “flattened”  by  the  re-lapping  or 
polishing  process;  not  a  single  one  is 
rounded  anymore. 


As  we  can  see,  the  18211312  obverse 
die  was  extensively  re-worked  by  Mr. 
Gohrecht.  At  the  same  time,  in  the 
summer  of  1827,  experiments  were  go¬ 
ing  on  with  perfecting  the  close  collar 
dies.  Although  unconfirmed  by  Mint 
documentation,  1  believe  the  two 
known  1827/3/2  quarters,  which  are 
overstruck  over  earlier  issued  Heraldic 
Eagle  quarters,  represent  the  first  experi¬ 
mental  test  pieces  created  with  the  new 
close  collar  die  technology.  The  quarter 
dollar  denomination  was  considered 
first  primarily  due  to  the  intermediate 
size  diameter,  between  the  halves  and 
the  dimes. 

18 


Here’s  where  it  gets  rather  compli¬ 
cated,  so  try  to  follow  along  with  my 
reasoning.  The  1823/2  obverse  die 
had  been  used  very  little  and  was  still 
in  excellent  condition;  it  was  the  best 
one  available  without  creating  a  new 
die.  Apparently,  the  same  was  true  for 
the  1819  B-2  quarter  reverse  die, 
which  was  the  final  die  used  that  year. 
Dr.  Moore  directed  Gohrecht  to 
overdate  the  1823/2  die  with  a  7; 
then,  if  everything  went  well  with 
testiiag,  production  could  begin  with 
the  new  close  collar  1827  quarters. 
Gohrecht  also  over  stamped  the  other 
three  digits  with  new  style  figures, 
which  had  been  delivered  earlier  that 
year  by  long  time  supplier  Henry 
Starr.  While  he  was  doing  this,  Adam 
Eckfeldt  cut  down  two  well  worn,  pre¬ 
viously  issued.  Heraldic  Eagle  quarters 
(1804-7)  to  eliminate  the  original 
reeding,  thus  simulating  new 
planchets  to  be  used  as  test  planchets. 
When  Christian  Gohrecht  had  fin¬ 
ished  the  overdating,  and  Adam 
Eckfeldt  had  repolished  both  dies, 
they  were  mounted  into  a  screw  press. 
The  new  close  collar  die  was  secured, 
and  the  first  of  the  two  cut-down 
planchets  was  made  ready.  When 
Eckfeldt  had  aligned  and  tightened 
everything  properly,  the  screw  was 
brought  down,  creating  the  first  test 
piece. 

However,  everything  did  not  go 
smoothly.  The  biggest  problem  was 
that  it  didn’t  eject  properly.  The  col¬ 
lar  was  too  tight  and  the  coin  had  to 
he  forcibly  ejected,  leaving  some 
marks  in  between  the  vertical  edge 
reeding.  (See  Bowers  &.  Merena’s 
April  1,  1997  Eliasherg  catalogue 
p.74-5  for  description.) 


The  other  cut-down  Heraldic 
Eagle  plancher  was  then  tested  and 
the  same  thing  happened;  thus  prov- 

RARECXMN  REVIE\X’^140 


The  1827  Quarter  Reveals  Its  Secrets 


hy  Karl  Moulton 


ing  to  Mint  officials  that  adjustments 
to  the  collar  die,  or  planchets,  would 
he  required.  Since  the  collar  was  made 
tor  a  26.5mm  diameter  planchet,  it 
would  appear  that  at  this  point  the 
Mint  did  not  have  access  to  the  cor¬ 
rect  diameter  punch  for  the  cutting 
machine  in  order  to  create  new,  prop¬ 
erly  sized  planchets  tor  the  proposed 
close  collar  quarters. 

Close  Collar  Experiments  in  1827 

It  should  he  pointed  out  that  these 
two  1827/3/2  test  pieces  display  the  best 
strike  of  any  quarters  hearing  this  date, 
regardless  of  described  condition  or  va¬ 
riety.  These  two  overstruck  and 
overdated  quarters  have  been  improp¬ 
erly  labeled  as  “Unrusted  Restrikes”  be¬ 
cause  of  the  die  marriage  with  the  1819 
B-2  reverse  die,  which  had  an  old  style 
square  base  2  in  the  denomination. 
Each  of  these  two  test  pieces,  which  1 
believe  were  actually  made  in  1827, 
should  he  properly  labeled  as  an  “Essay” 
or  “a  coin  trying  out  some  new  idea,  de¬ 
vice,  or  mechanism”  (Counterfeit,  Mis- 
Struck  and  Unofficial  U.S.  Coins,  1963, 
Don  Taxay,  p.  12).  Test  production  on 
the  close  collar  quarters  stopped  at  this 
point. 

Since  the  dimes  were  smaller  in  di¬ 
ameter,  they  were  tried  after  the  quar¬ 
ters  in  late  1827.  This  time,  the  coins 
ejected  properly.  Mike  Sherrill’s  article 
in  the  July  2001  issue  of  John  Reich  Jour' 
nal  focuses  on  the  1827  JR-10  dime  as 
possibly  being  the  first  die  marriage  used 
in  striking  close  collar  pieces  for  that 
denomination.  He  also  speculates  these 
“were  struck  coincident  with  the  1827 
Original  Proof  quarters  for  some  un¬ 
known  purpose,  event,  or  dignitaries.” 
This  seems  to  me  to  he  improper  analy¬ 
sis  and  attribution  based  upon  currently 
accepted  thinking,  mostly  perpetrated 
hy  Walter  Breen.  All  of  the  stories 
about  open  collar  coinage  being  struck 
for  dignitaries  and  special  presentations 
have  absolutely  no  basis  in  fact  and 
need  to  he  discontinued.  At  this  time 
there  is  no  distinct  connection  between 
the  1827  dated  dimes  and  quarters.  The 
dimes  were  i.ssued  as  regular  circulation 


strikes  while  the  quarters  were  never  of¬ 
ficially  issued. 

The  close  collar  production  of  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  finally  happened  in  1831,  af¬ 
ter  the  smaller  diameter  half  dimes  and 
dimes,  along  with  the  quarter  eagles  and 
halt  eagles,  had  reached  production  in 
the  late  1820s.  This  was  made  possible 
hy  the  December  1827  purchase  of  a 
brand  new  screw  press  from  the  firm  of 
Rush  &  Muhlenhurg,  which  was  later 
outfitted  to  hold  various  smaller  sized 
close  collar  dies.  As  most  of  you  know, 
it  wasn’t  until  1836  that  the  larger  di¬ 
ameter  half  dollars  and  dollars  were 
struck  using  the  close  collar.  Friend  and 
fellow  researcher  Saul  Teichman  sug¬ 
gests  these  two  overstruck,  reeded  edge. 
Essay  quarters  may  have  been  made  in 
the  1835-6  era  based  on  the  similarity 
to  the  crushed  lettered  edge  halves, 
which  also  display  a  similarly  flattened 
edge.  These  two  interesting  issues  came 
about  from  the  use  of  a  smaller  diameter 
collar  die. 

Remarkably  both  of  these  1827/3/2 
Essay  quarters  appeared  at  auction  in 
the  1990s  (April  1992  Somerset,  *^1 173 
and  May  1997  Eliasherg,  #1  392,  both  hy 
Bowers  &  Merena).  One  of  these,  easily 
identified  hy  the  fully  struck  stars,  first 
appeared  in  John  Haseltine’s  February 
1873  Chuhhuck  sale.  Lot  ^457;  and  was 
purchased  hy  Richard  Winsor  using  the 
pseudonym  “Richardson.”  TTiis  happens 
to  he  the  very  first  plated  example  of 
any  overdated  1827  quarter  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics. 

It  should  he  noted  that  the  other 
piece  first  appeared  in  Haseltine’s  Janu¬ 
ary  1874  sale,  lot  ^132  with  the  nota¬ 
tion  “in  some  places  a  little  rough  in  the 
field”,  which  likely  refers  to  the  visible 
underlying  design  elements  of  the  host 
coin.  For  whatever  reason,  this  same 
coin  re-appeared  the  following  year  in 
another  Haseltine  sale  and  was  pur¬ 
chased  hy  James  V.  Dexter.  This  means 
these  two  pieces  came  on  the  market 
before  the  severely  rusted  Restrikes. 
Haseltine  properly  graded  both  of  these 
as  “uncircuLited  with  proof  surfaces.’'  It  is 
my  opinion  that  since  thc.se  twii  pieces 
were  historically  significant,  Adam 


Eckfeldt  had  saved  both  of  them  and 
passed  them  on  to  his  son,  Jacob,  who 
was  the  Mint  assayer  until  he  died  in 
August  of  1872.  There  is  written  evi¬ 
dence  of  Adam  Eckfeldt  doing  this  with 
a  1791  Washington  cent  in  the  1919 
ANA  sale.  Lot  *250,  conducted  hy 
Henry  Chapman. 

The  So-Called  Originals 

Since  test  production  on  the  close 
collar  quarters  had  stopped  earlier  in 
the  year,  and  based  on  the  probable  (in 
the  last  week  of  the  year)  start  of  new 
dated  dies,  1  believe  that  late  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  Christmas  Eve,  just  before 
the  workers  were  leaving.  Director 
Moore  “authorized”  a  few  special  1827 
open  collar  “Christmas  presents”  to  he 
clandestinely  made  for  the  Officers  of 
the  Mint;  including  one  for  Mr. 
Gohrecht  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  in  Washington  D.C.  This  list  num¬ 
bers  eight  people,  which  just  happens  to 
he  the  current  number  of  these  so-called 
Original  pieces  traced  hy  the  author. 

1.  Samuel  Moore  -  Director 

2.  James  Rush  -  Treasurer 

3.  Joseph  Richardson  -  Assayer 

4.  Adam  Eckfeldt  -  Coiner 

5.  Joseph  Cloud  -  Melter  &.  Refiner 

6.  William  Kneass  -  Engraver 

7.  Christian  Gohrecht  -  Creator  of 
1827/3/2  die 

8.  Richard  Rush  -  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  (This  one  was  retained  and 
eventually  placed  in  the  Mint  cabinet 
when  it  was  officially  begun  in  1838.) 

The  few  planchets  used  could  have 
been  easily  accounted  for  in  the  Sundry- 
Accounts  or  the  Wastage  ledger.  Visual 
evidence  suggests  that  some  planchets 
used  to  strike  these  pieces  may  have 
been  “soiled”  planchets.  One  example 
displays  a  rather  large  “stain”  on  the 
planchet  (Zanoni/Cloneay);  while  an¬ 
other  (R.C.  Davis/Granherg)  was  struck 
with  a  raised  piece  of  extra  metal  on  the 
edge  at  5:00,  causing  a  weak  strike  area 
in  the  leaves  and  claws  directly  opj-s^site  | 
on  the  reverse.  The  most  recent  appear 
ante  was  the  May  1998,  J.J.  Pittman 

MARt'H/APRll 


Rarecxmn  Review  *146 


19 


by  Karl  Moulton 


The  1827  Quarter  Reveals  Its  Secrets 


I 


Sale,  Part  11,  by  David  Akers,  Lot 
^128L 

The  1827/V2  treshly  polished  die 
that  had  been  set  aside  was  readily 
available,  as  was  the  newly  created  1828 
B'l  reverse  die,  which  was  also  treshly 
polished.  Both  were  then  installed  in 
the  new  screw  press,  which  had  been 
purchased  earlier  that  month,  without 
any  close  collar  attached  to  strike  these 
“special”  pieces.  This  scenario  can  he 
validated  by  the  tact  that  both  the 
1827/3/2  Originals  and  1828  B-l  share 
the  same  reverse  die,  which  developed  a 
lengthy  crack  from  ED  in  UNITED, 
across  the  motto,  exiting  above 
UNUM,  and  going  through  AME  in 
AMERICA  when  it  was  made. 

In  over  a  decade  of  examining  hun¬ 
dreds  of  1828  B-l’s  in  all  grades,  1  have 
fcxind  each  one  exhibits  this  distinctive 
die  crack.  Since  there  are  no  1828  B-Ts 
known  without  this  tell-tale  clue,  this 
would  indicate  the  1 827/3/2 ’s  were 
struck  while  the  1828  B-1  revetse  die 
was  still  new  and  freshly  polished.  Fur¬ 
ther  evidence  and  similarities  can  he 
seen  by  examination  of  the  prooflike 
gem  1828  B-1  found  in  the  1997 
Eliasberg  sale.  Lot  ^1 393.  Othets  would 
include  the  1975  James  A.  Stack  coin 
*31,  Herb  Melnick’s  1983  Grand  Cen¬ 
tral  sale  *2640,  and  Lot  *611  in  Stack’s 
March  1999  sale. 

Immediately  afterwards,  the  new 
1828  B-1  obverse  die  was  installed  in 
the  ptess  so  regulat  production  was 
ready  to  resume  after  everyone  returned 
on  December  26th.  All  of  this  would 
have  taken  less  than  an  hour  to  accom¬ 
plish.  Interestingly,  the  1827/3/2  ob¬ 
verse  die  ended  up  being  locked  away 
with  other  “experimental  dies”  in  the 
Mint  director’s  vault  aftet  this  event 
occurred. 

The  4,000  quarters  listed  in  the 
1827  Mint  Director’s  report  represent 
the  first  batch  of  1828  B-1  quartets 
which  were  delivered  to  the  Mint 
Treasurer  on  December  29,  1827  (war¬ 
rant  *1  1  33,  ref.  earlier  1824/2  deliv¬ 
ery  dare).  This  figure  has  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  any  1827 


overdated  quarters,  even  though  it 
appears  in  the  1827  Mint  Director’s 
annual  report.  These  so-called  “Origi¬ 
nal”  1827/3/2  Capped  Bust  quarters 
were  never  intended  to  he  released 
into  the  channels  of  commerce. 
That’s  why  there  is  no  written  record 
of  their  existence  until  September 
1857.  From  every  available  numis¬ 
matic  source  examined,  there  were 
fewer  than  10  of  these  pieces  struck. 


The  Only  Worn  Example 
In  conducting  pedigree  research  on 
this  particular  coin,  a  very  strange  back¬ 
ground  was  exposed.  This  piece  be¬ 
longed  to  New  York  collector  Lewis 
White,  who  was  the  buyer  of  the  1827 
quarter  offered  in  the  October  1865  ES. 
Edwards  sale  conducted  by  Edward 
Cogan,  Lot  #1202.  A  priced  and  named 
copy  of  this  sale  resides  in  the  author’s 
library.  White’s  ownership  can  also  be 
confirmed  by  Edward  Cogan’s  1867 
written  list  of  owners.  Further  research 
revealed  that  the  earliest  pedigree  for 
this  prooflike  piece  went  all  the  way 
hack  to  the  Finotti  collection,  prior  to 
1862.  Since  this  coin  ended  up  with  a 
significant  amount  of  wear,  the  only 
logical  conclusion  would  suggest  that  it 
had  been  carried  around  as  a  pocket 
piece  by  Mt.  White  lot  approximately 
10  years  from  1865-1876.  This  particu¬ 
lar  coin  wasn’t  worn  from  being  in  nor¬ 
mal  circulation  (as  evidenced  by  the 
digs  in  the  fields  and  edges);  it  simply 
ended  up  in  that  condition  from  one 
auction  appearance  to  the  next.  Maybe 
Mr.  White  was  horn  in  1827  and 
wanted  a  scarce  coin  from  his  birth  year, 
ju.st  as  Joseph  Mickley  had  done  with  an 
1  799  large  cent.  Who  knows?  One  mi- 
not  correction  is  that  the  listed  pedigree 
found  in  the  Eliasbetg  catalogue  is  not 
entirely  accurate  ot  complete,  as  this 
particular  coin  was  never  in  the  C?lapp 


holdings.  The  traceable  pedigree  for  this 
single,  worn  example  is: 

1.  Lewis  White  (1865-1876)  Ed 
Cogan  sale,  4/17/1876,  Lcn  *177,  “Very 
Fine” 

2.  Nicholas  Petry  (1876-1893)  S.H. 
&.  H.  Chapman  sale,  5/10/1893,  Lor 
*484,  “Very  Good” 

3.  Virgil  Brand/Armin  Brand  (1893- 
1937)  J.C.  Morgenthau  sale,  12/21/ 
1937,  Lot  *175,  “Fine” 

4.  Louis  Eliasherg/Eliasberg  estate 
(1937-1997)  Bowers  and  Merena  sale, 
4/6/1997,  Lot  *1391,  “Very  Fine” 

5.  present  unrecorded  owner 

The  1876  Silver  Restrikes  of 

1827/3/2  Bust  Quarters  and  the 
1804  Class  III  Bust  Dollars 

The  fact  is,  the  later  1876  rusted 
1827/3/2  quarter  open  collar  restrikes 
share  the  same  die  combination  as  the 
two  essay  pieces  actually  made  in  1827, 
but  now  show  heavily  rusted  “islands” 
on  both  sides  of  the  coin;  the  reverse 
more  than  the  obverse.  There  were 
nearly  50  years  between  the  original  use 
of  the  dies  and  this  re-marriage,  making 
it  the  longest  restrike  span  in  U.S.  coin¬ 
age.  Since  these  Restrikes  were  clandes¬ 
tinely  produced,  there  was  no  accurate 
designation  in  any  auction  catalogues  as 
to  when  they  first  appeared.  Only  by 
checking  other  contemporary  publica¬ 
tions  such  as  all  19th-century  coin  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues,  Ed  Frossard’s  Numisma, 
E.  L.  Mason’s  Coin  Collector's  Magazine, 
and  The  American  Journal  of  Niimismat' 
ics  can  the  proper  time  frame  be  ap¬ 
proximated. 

Interestingly,  the  18271312  Restrike 
quarters  in  silver  and  Class  III  Restrike 
1804  dollars  share  a  common  back¬ 
ground.  Both  of  these  issues  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  1876;  the  O.H.  Betg  1804 
dollat  pedigree  to  1875  is  etroneous 
(the  actual  wording  used  by  Haseltine 
in  his  1883  Berg  sale  catalogue  is  “ob¬ 
tained  about  eight  years  ago”).  The 
quarters  were  quietly  slipped  into  the 
marketplace  along  with  the  Class  Ill 
Restrike  1804  dollars,  which  received 
nearly  all  the  attention.  The  1804  dol- 
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lars  had  been  “frtmt  pa^e  news”  due  tci 
several  electrotypes  and  two  so-called 
Originals  appearing  at  auction  within 
the  previous  two  years.  The  November 

1874  Santord  sale  and  the  October 

1875  Cohen  sale  each  offered  a  so- 
called  Original  1804  dollar,  and  both 
were  plated  by  cataloguer  Ed  Cogan. 
These  became  the  first  and  second  pho¬ 
tographs  of  any  1804  United  States  dol¬ 
lars  in  numismatic  literature. 

Both  the  quarter  and  dollar  Restrikes 
mentioned  above  were  in  all  probability 
made  by  William  E.  DuBois,  assayer  and 
curator  of  the  Mint  Collection.  With 
Jacob  Eckfeldt’s  death  in  1872,  and  as 
Nestor  of  the  Mint,  DuBois  was  free  to 
do  pretty  much  anything  he  pleased. 
After  Adam  Eckfeldt  (DuBois’  father- 
in-law)  retired  in  1839,  DuBois  had  the 
keys  to  everything.  1  firmly  believe  he 
was  the  one  responsible  for  making  all 
electrotype.  Class  II  and  III  Restrike 
1804  dollars,  all  1827/3/2  Restrike  quar¬ 
ters,  and  other  “numismatic  delicacies” 
such  as  Proof  restrike  half  cents  and 
Gobrecht  dollars,  post-dated  and  off- 
metal  patterns,  etc.  It’s  clear  that  many 
of  these  pieces  went  directly  into  Mint 
Director  Henry  Linderman’s  collection, 
just  how  much  influence  was  applied  by 
Linderman  remains  unknown  for  the 
most  part.  However,  when  anyone  stud¬ 
ies  the  myriad  of  different  issues  which 
first  appeared  during  the  five  year  span 
of  Linderman’s  second  term  (1873-78), 
it  becomes  quite  clear  that  DuBois  and 
Linderman  were  “on  the  same  page”. 
Together,  they  went  far  beyond  the  lim¬ 
its  of  legality  in  the  production  of  cer¬ 
tain  United  States  coins. 

Since  this  is  the  first  time  DuBois’s 
accountability  has  been  pinpointed 
concerning  these  1804  Restrike  Dol¬ 
lars,  the  comment  made  by  Samuel  H. 
Chapman  in  his  November  1913 
Lyman  catalogue  becomes  significant: 
“Wfioi  /  entered  this  business  in  1876, 
these  dolLirs  were  being  put  on  the  market 
by  a  certain  Mint  official  note  long  de- 
ceased.”  DuBois  died  in  1881.  S.H. 
Chapman  did  not  mention  a  particular 
name,  probably  because  of  his  friend¬ 
ship  with,  and  respect  for,  Mrs. 


Susanna  DuBois  (William’s  wife  and 
daughter  of  Adam  Eckfeldt)  who  was 
still  living  in  Philadelphia.  This  is 
strong  contemporary  evidence  from 
one  who  was  actually  involved  with 
American  numismatics  in  Philadelphia 
during  1876.  Samuel  Chapman’s  refer¬ 
ence  is  well  validated  for  at  the  time 
he  was  working  for  John  Haseltine, 
who  “channeled”  many  of  these  pieces 
into  the  marketplace.  Even  Haseltine, 
who  was  still  alive  and  living  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  did  not  challenge  or  deny 
Chapman’s  statement.  His  silence 
gives  further  credence  to  the  DuBois 
origins  of  the  Class  III  1804  dollars. 

Initially,  collectors  were  skeptical. 
When  the  first  example  was  shown 
and  offered  by  Haseltine,  at  the  Janu¬ 
ary  1876  Jewett  sale  by  Ed  Cogan, 
there  were  no  takers  at  $600.  When 
John  Colvin  Randall,  Haseltine’s  clos¬ 
est  numismatic  friend  at  the  time 
(this  changed  in  1881),  was  asked 
why  he  would  never  own  an  1804  dol¬ 
lar,  he  replied  something  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  not  a  real  coin.  Obviously, 
he  had  been  told  the  true  background 
of  the  Restrikes.  In  October  1877, 
when  local  druggist  and  long  time  col¬ 
lector  Robert  Coulton  Davis  decided 
to  go  ahead  and  purchase  one  of  these 
pieces  from  Haseltine  for  $500,  he 
wisely  had  Haseltine  write  down  that 
he  would  “protect  Mr.  Davis  in  the 
purchase  should  any  trouble  arise  from 
its  sale”.  Davis  just  wanted  to  make 
sure  he  was  getting  an  Original  like 
the  one  his  friend  Joseph  Mickley  had 
owned,  which  was  sold  for  $750  in 
1867.  Who  could  blame  him?  How¬ 
ever,  he  had  serious  doubts  after 
checking  with  Randall,  Mickley,  and 
perhaps  a  few  others.  Upon  learning 
of  the  true  background,  he  rook  the 
coin  directly  to  DuBois  who  finally,  in 
September  1878  in  wbat  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  an  act  of  uncontrolled  arro¬ 
gance,  signed  his  name  to  an  official 
U.S.  Mint  “Certificate  of  Authentic¬ 
ity”  regarding  Davis’  coin.  DuBois 
wrote  that  it  was  one  of  the  Original 
issue,  and  not  a  Restrike  frotn  Mitit 
(.lies.  Atnazitigly,  in  the  Jime  1868  is¬ 


sue  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics,  DuBois  even  lied  in  prtnt 
about  how  he  spelled  his  own  la->t 
name!  Talk  about  a  credibihty  gap... 

As  to  when  these  1804  (dass  III 
Restrikes  were  actually  created,  no 
one  alive  today  knows  for  certain.  If 
they  were  struck  at  an  earlier  date, 
which  is  quire  likely,  DuBois’s  ac¬ 
countability  would  still  apply  as  he 
had  been  at  the  Mint  since  September 
1833.  He  began  his  employment 
working  in  Director  Moore’s  office 
(who  was  Dubois’  uncle)  until 
Moore’s  announced  retirement  in  May 
1835,  which  was  just  one  month  after 
the  “two  caskets  of  coins”  had  been 
delivered  to  special  envoy  Edmund 
Roberts.  This  means  he  had  direct 
knowledge  regarding  the  first  1804 
dollars,  which  were  placed  into  the 
“sets  of  coins”  requested  by  President 
Jackson.  Payment  was  made  by  the 
State  Department  on  May  8,  1835. 

Based  on  the  time  frame  of  DuBois’ 
employment  with  the  U.S.  Mint,  along 
with  the  position  he  held  as  curator  of 
the  Mint  Collection  after  1839,  the 
distinct  probability  exists  that  he  was 
the  clandestine  creator  of  all  subse¬ 
quent  1804  dated  U.S.  dollars  which 
appeared  after  1842.  This  was  the  year 
the  existence  of  this  date  was  first  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  public.  Not  too  surpris¬ 
ingly,  this  disclosure  was  made  by 
DuBois  himself,  who  in  reality,  was 
America’s  first  ct)mmercially  oriented 
coin  dealer.  His  long  list  of  clandestine 
issues  would  have  to  include  all  1804 
Class  II  and  Class  111  silver  pieces, 
along  with  the  various  electrotypes,  in¬ 
cluding  the  unique  Class  II  example  in 
copper,  which  was  catalogued  as  com¬ 
ing  directly  from  DuBois  in  New  Neth¬ 
erlands  53rd  sale  of  June  1959,  Lot 
«1  750.  It  is  entirely  possible  he  was  di¬ 
rectly  responsible  for  nearly  half  of  the 
so-called  Originals  as  well. 

Another  uitique  numismatic  item 
that  first  appeared  in  1876  and  was  “dis¬ 
covered”  by  Haseltine  is  the  1794  No 
Stars  so-called  “pattern”  dtdlar  in  cop|X'r, 
which  was  purchased  that  ye.ir  bv  the 
ifitrepid  R.( Da\  is. 
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The  First  Appearances  of  the 
1827/3/2  “Rusted  Dies”  Silver 
Restrike  Quarters 

Nearly  all  ot  those  quarters  were 
placed  privately  rather  than  being  pre¬ 
sented  through  the  auction  venue. 
They  were  most  likely  sold  at  bargain 
prices  compared  to  what  the  so-called 
Originals  had  garnered  earlier,  with  the 
first  one  ever  sold  realizing  $225  in 
1863.  The  single  circulated  piece  (Lewis 
White  sale)  entered  the  market  in  April 
1876,  and  certainly  didn’t  set  any  record 
prices.  However,  this  event  may  have 
paved  the  way  for  the  “shiny-hut- 
rusted”  pieces  being  accepted  for  this 
rare  date.  The  next  example  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion  was  Cogan’s  October  1876  Henry 
Adams  “proof’  at  $83.50;  probably  the 
first  Restnke  sold  at  auction  based  on 
the  price  realized.  The  next  one  ap¬ 
peared  in  Cogan’s  1878  James  Root  sale 
where  it  sold  for  $52.50  (most  likely 
another  Restrike  although  not  listed  as 
such).  And  so  it  went  until  January 
1884  when  W.E.  Woodward  came  out 
with  the  “Mickley  at  the  Mint  in  1827” 
story.  This  story  appeared  only  once,  in 
the  Heman  Ely  catalogue  where  the 
prices  mentioned  in  the  lot  description 
were  20  years  old!  The  Ely  so-called 
Original  was  purchased  for  $215.00  by 
George  Massamore  acting  as  agent  for 
T.  Harrison  Garrett  who  had  earlier  re¬ 
fused  to  buy  one  of  the  Restrikes  from 
George  Cogan.  Fortunately,  by  the  early 
1880s  most  of  the  dealers  had  seen 
these  1827/3/2  rusted  silver  Restrikes 
and  began  describing  them  as  being  ei¬ 
ther  “rough”  and/or  “rusted”  and  being 
of  recent  origin. 

These  rusted  dies  1827/3/2  Capped 
Bust  quarters  are  correctly  labeled  as 
restrikes  and  not  patterns,  as  found  in 
several  reference  books  (Judd,  Pol¬ 
lock).  Based  on  the  interest  generated 
hy  the  two  Essay  pieces  which  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  1873  and  1874,  the  possibil¬ 
ity  exists  that  DuBois  created  these 
1827/3/2  Restrikes  as  “Centennial  sou¬ 
venirs”  for  coin  collectors  in  1876 
when  the  nation’s  Centennial  Exhibi- 
rK)n  wa,  being  held  in  Philadelphia. 


The  dies  used  tor  the  Essay  pieces  were 
still  inside  the  Mint  and  had  been  ap¬ 
propriately  labeled  and  stored  tor  de¬ 
cades.  Even  though  the  obverse  die 
had  been  sealed  in  a  box  in  the  Mint 
Director’s  vault,  and  the  reverse  die 
had  been  left  unsealed  in  the  coiner’s 
vault,  it  was  very  easy  to  retrieve  the 
proper  dies  in  order  to  re-create  these 
pieces.  Many  ot  these  silver  restrike 
pieces  were  channeled  through  local 
dealer  John  Haseltine,  who  conducted 
a  series  ot  seven  “Centennial  Sales” 
that  year.  He  had  his  office  at  1225 
Chestnut  Street,  just  one  block  away 
from  the  Mint  on  the  corner  ot  13th 
and  Chestnut,  and  held  his  auctions  at 
1110  Chestnut,  a  block  away  from  his 
office.  Extremely  convenient,  eh? 

The  Copper  Restrikes 

The  copper  restrikes  represent  one 
of,  but  not  the  last,  striking  of  the 
1827/3/2  quarter  dies.  These,  too, 
should  he  considered  restrikes  and  not 
patterns,  even  though  they  were  listed 
as  such  when  the  first  one  appeared  in 
1877.  This  is  a  complete  turnaround 
in  normal  die  usage  for  various  metals 
because  copper  is  used  first  to  test  dies, 
as  it  is  a  much  softer  metal.  This  was 
not  necessary  because  the  dies  had 
been  used  decades  earlier,  and  again 
the  previous  year,  and  did  not  crack 
under  striking  pressure  using  silver 
planchets.  These  tour  or  five  known 
copper  pieces  were  probably  struck  as 
an  afterthought  by  DuBois.  It  is  quite 
possible  they  were  created  to  comply 
with  various  collectors’  requests  for  an 
example  in  a  different  metal,  which 
was  a  very  popular  segment  ot  collect¬ 
ing  at  the  time.  Keep  in  mind,  the 
year  1877  was  a  significant  year  for 
unusual  pieces  to  be  made  at  the  U.S. 
Mint;  it  was  the  only  year  the  $50  half 
union  patterns  were  coined  in  both 
copper  and  gold.  Also,  it  should  be  re¬ 
membered  that  in  his  later  years, 
DuBois  was  always  ready  to  provide 
special  items  of  interest  for  trading 
purposes  to  obtain  coins  not  included 
in  the  Mint  Gahinet. 


These  1827/3/2  copper  quarter 
pieces,  which  first  appeared  in  Jt)hn 
Haseltine’s  February  1877  sale,  are 
struck  on  thicker  planchets  than  any 
other  regular  coinage.  This  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  planchets  came 
from  the  Medal  Department  of  the 
Mint,  which  was  busy  striking  many 
various  medals.  The  planchets  used  just 
happened  to  be  the  correct  diameter, 
and  a  screw  press  would  have  self-ad¬ 
justed  with  the  manual  pressure  process. 
One  such  screw  press,  which  was  fully 
operational  throughout  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  is  on  display  inside  the  present 
United  States  Mint. 

All  ot  these  thick  planchet  copper 
restrikes  have  a  reeded  edge,  just  as  all 
of  the  silver  issues  do;  however,  the  edge 
reeding  found  on  these  restrikes  is  not 
from  a  regular  collar  die  as  these  are, 
technically,  open  collar  pieces.  As  men¬ 
tioned  earlier,  the  copper  planchets 
were  too  thick;  they  would  have  spread 
out  over  the  collar  when  struck,  plus 
the  tact  that  no  properly  sized,  reeded 
edge  collar  die  was  being  used  for  any 
regular  production  coinage  during  this 
timeframe.  Therefore,  1  suggest  the 
reeding  was  done  by  hand  afterwards, 
using  an  old  Castaing  machine.  This 
caused  a  partial  wire  edge  on  several 
pieces. 

More  proper  research  (and  not 
guesswork)  is  needed  on  these  copper 
pieces  to  determine  which  planchets 
were  used  and  how  they  were  produced. 
This  has  been  difficult  since  the  owners 
ot  these  rare  items  have  never  ottered 
them  for  study  purposes.  One  copper 
restrike,  owned  hy  William  Woodin  at 
the  time,  was  exhibited  in  the  fabulous 
1914  American  Numismatic  Society 
presentation  ot  United  States  and  colo¬ 
nial  coins. 

Once  again,  the  information  pro¬ 
vided  by  Walter  Breen  in  the  1992 
Browning/Breen  quarter  hook  about 
“the  old  claim  that  ‘3  struck’  originated 
in  the  Parmelee  catalogue”  is  incorrect. 
For  the  record,  the  listing  ot  ‘3  struck’ 
first  appeared  13  years  earlier  in  Ed 
Cogan’s  April  1877  Jenks  .sale.  Lot  ^359 
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where  it  was  the  very  first  18211312  re- 
strike  ever  to  he  plated  in  an  American 
auction  catalogue. 


Another  one  of  these  copper  pieces 
was  silver-plated  many  years  ago  by  some 
unknown  party.  It  passed  as  a  regular  sil¬ 
ver  planchet  restrike  and  was  first  prop¬ 
erly  described  in  the  1975  ANA  sale 
conducted  by  Superior.  It  re-appeared  in 
the  1980  ANA  sale  conducted  by  Steve 
Ivy,  followed  by  an  appearance  in  the 
January  1990  StackT^ich  sale  conducted 
by  Stack’s.  If  it  has  been  encapsulated  by 
a  third-party  grading  service  (which  is 
quite  likely),  it  may  yield  a  fortunate  dis¬ 
covery  to  the  person  who  recognizes  it 
for  what  it  really  is. 

Final  Usage  of  the  Dies 
The  final  production  of  1827/3/2  sil¬ 
ver  restrike  quarters  took  place  after  the 
copper  pieces  had  been  created.  This 
can  he  confirmed  by  the  noticeable 
damage  to  the  obverse  die.  There  is  now 
a  small,  intermittent  three-piece  “die 
scrape”  in  the  neck  area  near  the  lower 
curl,  which  indicates  these  pieces  were 
the  last  ones  struck.  So  far,  there  have 
been  several  different  examples  traced 
that  display  this  characteristic.  One  was 
the  March  1988  Norweh  coin  (Bowers 
&.  Merena)  re-appearing  in  Superior’s 
July  1993  Baltimore  sale.  Another  was 
the  October  1993  Reed  Hawn  coin 
(Stack’s),  probably  ex-Kagin,  March 
1964;  and  a  third  example,  the  March 
1998  Connecticut  Museum  coin 
(Stack’s).  Since  many  of  these  restrikes 
are  not  plated  with  enlargements  in 
auction  catalogues,  and  the  earlier  cata¬ 
loguers  failed  to  accurately  describe  the 
entire  coin,  it  is  unknown  at  present 
how  many  others  show  this  diagnostic 
flaw  in  the  die.  This  is  not  a  separate 
variety,  hut  it  does  deserve  its  own  des¬ 
ignation  in  references  as  it  was  a  sepa¬ 


rate  and  later  restrike  of  the  earlier  sil¬ 
ver  and  copper  restrikes.  This  issue  is 
identical  to  the  silver  1876  open  collar 
rusted  restrikes  except  for  the  die 
scrape.  Several  other  “die  scrape”  ex¬ 
amples  traced  by  the  author  include  the 
Atwater/jay/Delp/Hawn/Rohison  ex¬ 
ample,  the  Frank/Wolfson  coin,  and  the 
Dupont/Baldenhofer/Auction  ‘85  coin. 

Trying  to  plate  match  these  pieces  by 
toning  patterns  is  the  best  way  to  establish 
the  pedigrees  as  the  written  descriptions 
can  he  repetitive  and  vaguely  misleading. 
Besides,  all  the  1827/3/2  restrikes  look 
basically  the  same  except  for  the  toning. 
The  trouble  is,  the  exposures  are  different 
in  each  catalogue  and  the  coin  may  have 
been  cleaned  or  re-colored,  making  it  vir¬ 
tually  impossible  to  track  ownership.  One 
such  example  of  this  is  the  WGC/Neil/ 
Menjou(Williams)/Guggenheimer/Levy 
coin  which  was  harshly  cleaned  some¬ 
time  between  1955  and  1969  when  it  re¬ 
appeared  in  the  Miles  sale.  Moreover, 
“house  coins”  and  pseudonyms  have  re¬ 
stricted  accurate  accountings. 


It  is  my  guess  that  some,  if  not  all  of 
these  silver  “die  scrape”  Restrikes  were 
made  especially  for  Mint  Director  Dr. 
Henry  Lindemaan  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  January  1879,  faced  charges  of 
misconduct  of  office.  He  was  an  over-zeal¬ 
ous  collector  who  most  likely  found  out 
about  these  pieces  after  they  were  already 
distributed  by  Haseltine,  Cogan,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Since  his  office  was  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  not  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
he  would  not  have  known  about  them 
when  they  first  appeared  in  1876.  An¬ 
other  fact  that  helps  tc)  validate  this 
theory  is  that  Linderman,  after  finishing 
his  Kx)k,  t(x>k  an  extended  trip  that  lasted 
until  fall  of  1877  to  the  Garson  City  Mint 
and  then  on  to  San  Francisco  conducting 
an  investigation  of  abuses  withiit  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  and  Custom  1  lou.se. 


It  is  no  coincidence  that  there  were 
two  1827/3/2  silver  restrikes  in  his  col¬ 
lection  when  it  was  first  offered  in  1887. 
One  of  these  pieces  was  described 
thusly,  “the  lack  of  fxdish  on  portions  of 
the  dies  prevented  the  brilliancy  cus¬ 
tomary  with  proofs  of  more  recent 
date,”  indicating  it  was  one  of  the  last 
pieces  struck.  Not  too  surprisingly,  there 
was  also  a  previously  unrecorded  gem 
Proof  1804  Class  III  Restrike  dollar  in¬ 
cluded  in  his  holdings. 

An  interesting  note  to  the  June 
1887  Linderman  sale  is  that  some  un¬ 
named  official  within  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  decided  to  confiscate  12 
pieces  from  this,  the  first  offering  of 
Linderman’s  collection.  This  forced  a 
cancellation  of  the  sale  by  cataloguer 
Lyman  Low,  who  immediately  closed 
his  own  business  and  went  to  work  for 
J.W.  Scott  &.  Co.  This  same  catalogue 
appeared  in  February  1888  under  the 
Scott  name,  minus  the  1 2  lots,  along 
with  a  in)te  listing  the  missing  pieces. 

Five  Different  Emissions 
Over  50  Years 

This,  then,  is  the  believed  break¬ 
down  of  classifications  and  labels  for  all 
five  emissions,  along  with  current  esti¬ 
mates  of  extant  pieces,  for  the  1827/3/2 
Capped  Bust  quarter  dollars: 

1)  1827.  Essay,  close  collar  (2  pcs.): 

2)  1827  ,  OriL’inal.  open  collar 

(8-9  pcs.); 

3)  1876.  Rusted  Silver  Restrike. 

open  collar  (9-10  pcs.); 

4)  1877.  Rusted  Copper  Restrike. 

open  collar  (4-5  pcs.); 

5)  1877-78.  Rusted  “Die  Scrape”  Sil¬ 
ver  Restrike,  open  collar  (5-6  pcs.). 

The  background  contained  in  this  ar¬ 
ticle  is  the  first  such  listing  of  probable 
origin  and  emission  sequence.  Regretta¬ 
bly,  as  of  this  writing,  even  after  haviiig 
done  comprehensive  re.search,  there  has 
been  absolutely  mi  documentation  un¬ 
covered,  official  or  otherwise,  regarding 
the  origin  of  these  interesting  1827/3/2 
overdate  Capped  Bust  (.juarters. 
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The  1827/3/2  Bust  Quarters  Are 
Not  Proofs! 

Let’s  lace  it.  How  can  a  completely 
over-dated,  experimental,  unautho¬ 
rized  and  undocumented,  over-struck 
and  later  re-struck,  cracked,  scraped, 
acid  etched,  and  severely  rusted  die 
coin  ever  be  considered  as  a  Proof? 
These  triple  digit  overdate  quarters  were 
not  struck  and  presented  to  any  visiting 
dignitaries,  and  there  was  no  special 
event  involved  other  than  testing  the 
new  close  collar  dies.  Yes,  I’ve  heard  the 
argument  that  Ptoof  is  a  method  of 
manufacture,  which  may  be  correct  for 
the  close  collar  issues  of  1828  and  there¬ 
after;  but  this  term  is  hardly  applicable 
to  any  open  collar  coinage. 

It’s  time  to  be  realistic  for  a  change!  Most 
freshly  polished  dies  create  highly  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  on  coins,  medals,  and  tokens 
until  the  polish  wears  off.  This  happens 
with  all  denominations,  at  all  different 
mints,  in  all  countries  of  the  world,  and 
has  been  happening  for  centuries.  The 
earliest  dated  example  the  author  has 
traced  in  American  colonial  numismatics 
is  a  prooflike  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling  (ex- 
Mills/Smith/October  1933  J.C. 
Morgenthau  (Brand)  sale.  Lot  #^11).  Stop 
and  think  about  it  for  a  second- 165  2  and 
prooflike?!!  The  coin  is  obviously  not  a 
Proof,  it  merely  has  a  prooflike  surface, 
exactly  like  the  1827/3/2  Capped  Bust 
quarters.  For  those  who  want  to  check, 
this  piece  isn’t  even  mentioned  in  Breen’s 
early  Proof  book.  Of  course,  neither  is  the 
“Perfect  mint  state  with  brilliant  proof  sur¬ 
face”  1792  half  dime  found  in  the  same 
Morgenthau  sale.  Lot  ^77.  Both  of  the 
coins  listed  above  are  plated,  and  are 
properly  described. 

Adam  Eckfeldt  w'as  masterful  at  his 
job  as  chief  coiner  from  1814  until  1839, 
when  he  retired  at  the  age  of  70.  He 
learned  well  from  his  mentor  and  previ¬ 
ous  chief  coiner  Henry  Voigt,  who  had 
learned  the  die  polishing  process  when 
he  worked  at  the  Saxe-Gotha  Mint  in 
Germany  in  the  1770s.  As  assistant,  and 
later  chief  coiner,  it  is  within  the  realm 
f)f  probability  that  Eckfeldt  polished  all 
the  tlie>  from  1793  to  1839.  If  so,  he 


would  be  the  one  constant  factor  in  the 
creation  of  the  many  prooflike  coins 
spanning  this  time  frame. 

The  creative  present  day  descrip¬ 
tions  associated  with  open  collar 
American  coins  from  newly  polished 
dies  are  completely  out  of  line  with  con¬ 
temporary  thinking  and  have  been 
since  the  1860s  when  these  were  first 
labeled  as  Proofs  by  coin  dealers. 

No  single  individual,  as  has  been 
blindly  accepted  in  the  past  with  regard  to 
Walter  Breen,  should  he  an  absolute  judge 
in  detemtining  any  particular  coin’s  status. 
Breen’s  invalid  and  unconfirmed  writings 
regarding  early  so-called  Proof  issues  have 
been  the  source  of  a  large  amount  of  confu¬ 
sion  and  creative  license  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatics  for  the  past  50  years.  Rather 
than  go  into  specifics  in  this  article,  I  will 
simply  restate  the  salient  fact  that  there  is 
not  a  shred  of  evidence,  official  or  other¬ 
wise,  to  suggest  that  these  reflective  surface, 
open  collar  pieces  are  anything  other  than 
prooflike  circulation  strikes;  regardless  of 
what  they  have  been  labeled  in  the  past 
(e.g.  “Proof,”  “One-sided  Proof,”  “Presenta¬ 
tion  Piece,”  “Specimen,”  “Specimen  Strik¬ 
ing,”  or  “Specimen  Proof’).  In  reviewing 
contemporary  mint  director  correspon¬ 
dence  from  the  late  1830s,  I  believe  the 
usage  of  the  word  “specimen”  simply  meant 
sample  or  example,  nothing  more. 

As  I  recommended  in  my  article  on 
Joseph  J.  Mickley  in  Rare  Coin  Rei'ieii' 
#142,  July  2001,  it  would  be  most  benefi¬ 
cial  if  an  open  forum  were  created  to  re¬ 
view  the  diagnostics,  examine  the  striking 
characteristics,  develop  an  accepted  set  of 
standards,  and  re-classify  coinage  from 
this  pre-close  collar  timeframe  back  to  the 
original,  contemporary  reference.  These 
United  States  open  collar  issues  that  were 
newly  struck  from  the  die  should  be  cor¬ 
rectly  labeled  as  “Master  Coins”!  This  was 
the  term  Chief  Coiner  Adam  Eckfeldt, 
Assistant  Assayer  William  DuBois,  and 
Mint  Director  Robert  M.  Patterson  used 
in  the  1830s.  As  far  as  any  contemporary 
official  documentation  will  convey,  not 
one  (T  the  Mint  officers  before  the  1850s 
ever  used  the  term  “Proof’  regarding  any 
American  coinage. 


The  grading  and  classification  system 
currently  in  place  is  inconsistent,  ex¬ 
tremely  vague,  and  woefully  inadequate. 
Since  third  party  grading  services  are  the 
purveyors  of  these  subjective  classifiers, 
perhaps  they  would  consider  it  advanta¬ 
geous  to  create  and  adopt  proper,  pre¬ 
cisely  written  terminology  and  descrip¬ 
tors,  defining  Master  Coins,  which  could 
then  be  applicable  for  all  early  federal 
open  collar  coinage.  You  can  count  me 
in  to  assist  in  this  worthy  project.  It’s  a 
challenge  which  today’s  numismatic 
scholars  should  accept  with  honor  and 
conviction,  with  the  underlying  theme 
of  truth  being  the  ultimate  goal. 

Something  “New” 

Another  rather  interesting  discovery 
made  by  the  author  in  1999  is  the  coun¬ 
terstamp  of  the  letter  D  on  the  obverse  (in 
the  cap  above  ER  in  LIBERTY)  on  one  of 
the  Essay  1827  overdate  quarters.  TTiis 
coin  belonged  to  James  V.  Dextet,  who 
had  apparently  counter-stamped  the  letter 
D  on  a  cloud  on  his  other  most  prized 
coin— an  1804  dollar.  This  small  letter 
could  easily  identify  them  as  belonging  to 
him  in  case  they  were  ever  stolen.  This 
obverse  counterstamp  on  the  1827/3/2 
Essay  went  completely  unnoticed  for  over 
a  century. 

John  J.  Eord,  Jr.  has  suggested  the  D 
found  on  the  counterstamped  1804  dollar 
may  he  associated  with  W.  F.  Dunham, 
based  on  a  similar  looking  D  found  on  a 
few  inexpensive  Hard  Times  tokens.  The 
main  problem  with  this  theory  is  that 
Dunham  never  owned  an  1827/3/2  quar¬ 
ter,  at  least  none  were  listed  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  his  collection  when  it  was  offered 
by  Max  Mehl  in  June  1941.  However, 
Dunham  did  own  the  D  counterstamped 
1804  dollar  fl/ter  James  Dexter.  As  of  this 
writing,  nothing  has  been  scientifically 
conducted  regarding  these  particular 
counter-stamps.  Until  proper  research  is 
done,  we  are  left  with  only  speculation. 
Since  Dexter  was  highly  suspicious  and 
quite  paranoid,  it  is  my  belief  that  it  was 
Dexter  who  counter-stamped  his  last  ini¬ 
tial  on  his  two  most  expensive  coins.  He 
died  in  1899. 
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When  this  coin  later  appeared  in 
Max  Mehl’s  1947  Will  Neil  sale,  a  stock 


Dedicated  to  those  who  think 
they’re  punny: 

1.  Two  vultures  board  an  air¬ 
plane,  each  carrying  two  dead  rac¬ 
coons.  The  stewardess  looks  at  them 
and  says,  “I’m  sorry,  gentlemen,  only 
one  carrion  allowed  per  passenger.’’ 

2.  Did  you  hear  that  NASA  re¬ 
cently  put  a  hunch  ot  Holsteins  into 
low  earth  orbit?  They  called  it  the 
herd  shot  ’round  the  world. 

3.  Two  holl  weevils  grew  up  in 
South  Carolina.  One  went  to  Holly¬ 
wood  and  became  a  famous  actor. 
TTie  other  stayed  behind  in  the  cotton 
fields  and  never  amounted  to  much. 
The  second  one,  naturally,  became 
known  as  the  lesser  of  two  weevils. 

4.  Two  Eskimos  sitting  in  a  kayak 
were  chilly,  hut  when  they  lit  a  fire 
in  the  craft,  it  sank  proving  once 
again  that  you  can’t  have  your  kayak 
and  heat  it,  too. 

5.  A  three  legged  dog  walks  into  a 
saloon  in  the  Old  West.  He  slides  up 
to  the  har  and  announces:  “I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  the  man  who  shot  my  paw.” 

6.  Did  you  hear  about  the  Bud¬ 
dhist  who  refused  Novticaine  during 


photograph  was  used  with  no  mention 
of  the  coin  being  overstruck  or  counter- 
stamped.  This  piece  is  traceable  only  hy 
the  lot  description.  It  then  appeared  in 
Stack’s  1975  James  Stack  sale,  where  it 
was  properly  described  as  being 
overstruck.  Paramount  International 
Coin  Co.  purchased  the  coin  and  even¬ 
tually  sold  it  to  Dan  Drykerman.  It  later 
appeared  in  Bowers  and  Merena’s  1992 
Somerset  sale,  where  it  is  plated  with  an 
enlarged  photo.  This  is  the  best  place  to 
see  the  D  in  the  cap  and  underlying  de¬ 
sign  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  planchet. 

And  So.... 

There  are  many  other  unpublished 
details  surrounding  Capped  Bust  quar¬ 
ters,  as  well  as  other  early  federal  issues. 
The  interesting  articles  that  appear  in 


the  John  Reich  (pronounced  R-eyc-sh) 
Journal,  and  other  specialized  club  pub¬ 
lications,  provide  information  and 
knowledge  that  adds  to  everyone’s 
awareness  level. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  information 
found  in  this  article  will  stimulate  oth¬ 
ers  to  enter  into  the  overall  discussion 
concerning  early  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  As  much  of  this  represents  “new 
thinking”  not  based  on  the  inaccurate 
writings  of  Walter  Breen,  I  expect 
some  challenges  and,  hopefully,  some 
agreement.  I’ll  look  forward  to  review¬ 
ing  the  comments  in  print,  and  will  he 
happy  to  further  validate  and  clarify 
my  position  and  opinions,  if  need  he, 
on  questions  coming  from  any  numis¬ 
matist  who  will  publicly  and  properly 
identify  themselves. 


NO  PUN  IN  TEN  DID 


(sent  hy  Amy  Peterson) 

a  root  canal?  He  wanted  to  tran¬ 
scend  dental  medication. 

7.  A  group  of  chess  enthusiasts 
checked  into  a  hotel  and  were  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  lobby  discussing  their  re¬ 
cent  tournament  victories.  After 
about  an  hour,  the  manager  came 
out  of  the  office  and  asked  them  to 
disperse.  “But  why?”  they  asked,  as 
they  moved  off.  “Because,”  he  said, 
“1  can’t  stand  chess  nuts  boasting  in 
an  open  foyer.” 

8.  A  woman  has  twins,  and  gives 
them  up  for  adoption.  One  of  them 
goes  to  a  family  in  Egypt  and  is 
named  “Amal.”  The  other  goes  to  a 
family  in  Spain;  they  name  him 
“Juan.”  Years  later,  Juan  sends  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  himself  to  his  birth  mother. 
Upon  receiving  the  picture,  she  tells 
her  husband  that  she  wishes  she  also 
had  a  picture  of  Amal  Her  husband 
responds,  “They’re  twins!  If  you’ve 
seen  Juan,  you’ve  seen  Amal.” 

9.  These  friars  were  behind  on 
their  belfry  payments,  so  they  opened 
up  a  small  florist  shop  to  raise  funds. 
Since  everyone  liked  to  buy  flowers 
from  the  men  of  God,  a  rival  florist 


across  town  thought  the  competition 
was  unfair.  He  asked  the  good  fathers 
to  close  down,  but  they  would  not.  He 
went  hack  and  begged  the  friars  to 
close.  They  ignored  him.  So,  the  rival 
florist  hired  Hugh  MacTaggart,  the 
roughest  and  most  vicious  thug  in 
town  to  “persuade”  them  to  close. 
Hugh  beat  up  the  friars  and  trashed 
their  store,  saying  he’d  be  back  if  they 
didn’t  close  up  shop.  Terrified,  they 
did  so,  thereby  prov¬ 
ing  that:  Hugh,  and 
only  Hugh,  can  pre¬ 
vent  florist  friars. 

10.  And  finally, 
there  was  a  man 
who  sent  10  differ¬ 
ent  puns  to  friends, 
in  the  hopes  that  at 
least  one  of  the  puns 
would  make  them 
laugh.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  no  pun  in 
ten  did.  However, 
he  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  knowing  that 
a  good  pun  is  its 
own  reword. 
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United  States 
Silver  coins 


Half  Dimes 

Our  selection  ot  halt  dimes  emphasizes  the 
Liberty  Seated  series,  although  two  dandy  1 795s 
will  merit  attention  as  will  some  nice  Capped 
Bust  varieties. 

Half  Dime  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837.  By  Russell  J. 
Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey.  A  first-class  reference 
by  two  of  numismatics’  most  accomplished  authors. 
Packed  with  great  reading  on  this  obscure  but  fascinat¬ 
ing  series,  not  rehashes  of  “population  reports,"  but 
solid,  useful  information  that  will  appeal  to  anyone 
with  a  sense  of  numismatic  tradition,  history,  art,  and 
technicalities.  29}  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Sttxk 
No.  BRL-100.  List  $75,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Qnide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes.  By  A1  Blythe.  Everything  the  interested  collec¬ 
tor  needs  to  know  about  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes, 
including  information  about  die  varieties.  168  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Impressive  1795  Half  Dime 
Logan-McCloskey- 1 ,  Rarity-h 


1795  Logan-McCloskey- 1 ,  Valentine- 1.  Rar- 
ity-6.  ALJ'55  (PCGS).  This  exceptional 
example  has  light  heather  at  central  obverse 
surrounded  hy  deeper  blue  and  iridescent 
toning.  The  reverse  is  similar  but  .somewhat 
lighter  in  overall  appearance.  A  tew  minor 
surface  marks  are  visible,  as  expected  for  the 
gratle.  Considerable  lustre  remains  as  well. 
Slightly  weak  at  central  obverse  and  reverse 
with  all  ( ither  design  elements  boldly  defined. 
The  presently  offered  example  is  extremely 


important  to  the  specialist,  being  one  of  the 
finest  quality  examples  from  a  total  popula¬ 
tion  ot  fewer  than  30  coins,  as  defined  hy  the 
Rarity-6  rating.  Russell  Logan  and  John 
McCloskey,  authors  of  Federal  Half  Dimes, 
note  that  a  choice  Uncirculated  example  was 
sold  at  auction  in  October  1991.  That  coin 
is  prohahly  finest  known  with  this  example 
offered  by  us  today  likely  among  the  top  three 
or  four  known  for  the  variety .  5,250 

Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 
Perfect  for  the  Type  Collector 


1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
A  lustrous  and  attractive  example  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type  with  very  light  steel  gray  surfaces. 
As  with  most  known  examples  of  this  design 
type,  some  central  weakness  is  noted.  Most 
other  design  features  are  quite  holdly  defined, 
except  as  discussed  helow.  A  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  imperfections  are  noted.  The  obverse 
has  light  peripheral  adjustment  marks  weak¬ 
ening  details  at  10:00,  including  stars  4 
through  8.  Weakness  is  also  noted  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  reverse,  below  the  ribbon  bow 
and  exactly  opposite  the  obverse  adjustment 
marks.  The  careful  reader  will  immediately 
surmise  that  this  example  was  struck  with  a 
rotated  reverse  die,  otherwise  the  ribbon  bow 
at  bottom  of  the  reverse  would  actually  he 
opposite  the  very  top  of  the  obverse,  in  the 
normal  180°  coinage  die  alignment.  A  rela¬ 
tively  common  die  marriage,  this  is  an  out¬ 
standing  choice  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 
The  specialist  will  be  interested  in  learning 
that  this  is  a  late  die  state  example  with  an 

obverse  rim  break  over  RTY . 4,295 

1830  LM-4,  V-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre  and 
a  whisper  of  light  gold  tt)ning.  This  is  a  won¬ 
derful  candidate  for  your  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tion . 695 


Outstanding  Gem  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars,  Small  Date. 

MS-65  (NGC).  A  spectacular  gem  example 
with  pale  ivory  lustre  and  extremely  sharp 
design  features.  This  is  an  important  major 
design  type  with  Liberty  in  a  plain  field,  per¬ 
haps  exactly  as  designer  Christian  Gohrecht 
had  intended.  In  fact,  this  is  essentially  a 
miniature  version  of  the  designer’s  famous 
silver  dollar  issue  of  1836,  with  very  minor 
modifications.  The  Small  Date  obverse  will 
be  of  interest  to  the  specialist.  Author  A1 
Blythe,  in  the  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  HalfDirnes,  noted  that  this  variety  “is 
readily  available  but  a  little  more  difficult  to 
locate  than  the  Large  Date." . 2,475 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC). 

This  is  a  most  attractive  example  with  virtu¬ 
ally  complete  lustre  beneath  deep  golden 
brown  and  iridescent  toning.  The  reverse  die 
is  slightly  rotated .  199 

1839  No  Drapery.  Repunched  39.  Valentine- 

2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  brilliant  silvery  lustre  and  extremely 
sharp  design  definition.  This  is  an  early  die 
state  with  the  repunching  on  both  3  and  9 
boldly  evident.  An  important  opportunity  tor 
the  specialist  to  acquire  a  high-quality  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  variety .  695 

Gem  1840  No  Drapery  Hall  dime 


1840  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  at¬ 
tractive  with  outstanding  silvery  white  lustre 
and  extremely  sharp  design  definition.  This 
No  Drapery  design  represents  a  brief  three- 
year  design  type  that  is  quite  .scarce  in  gem 
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quality.  The  central  device  is  identical  to 
that  found  on  the  No  Stars  type,  with  this 
obverse  having  the  addition  of  13  stars,  seven 
to  the  left  and  six  right  of  Ms.  Liberty.  This 
example  is  a  late  die  state  of  the  Valentine- 
2  variety  with  a  heavy  bisecting  obverse  die 
crack  from  12:00  through  Liberty  and  the 
date  to  the  border  at  6:00.  Other  minor  ob¬ 
verse  die  cracks  are  also  visible .  2,250 

1840  With  Drapery.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  silver  lustre  and  very  sharp 
design  features.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  with 
just  25  Mint  State  examples  certified  by 

PCGS . 439 

1849  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  date  that  is  sel¬ 
dom  located  in  choice  or  gem  quality.  This 
example  has  soft  frosty  lustre  beneath  deep 
golden  brown  and  iridescent  toning.  The 
date  is  probably  recut,  however,  the  indi¬ 
vidual  numerals  are  quite  heavy  with  identi¬ 
fication  of  any  recutting  virtually  impossible. 
Die  defects  appear  on  the  top  surface  of  dig¬ 
its  4  and  9 . 995 

185 1  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  example 
with  brilliant  ivory  lustre  and  sharp  design 
features.  The  date  has  digits  1 85  rather  high 
in  the  field  with  the  final  1  positioned 
lower .  185 

Gem  Proof  1856  Half  Dime 


1856  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  stunning  gem 
Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 
light  cameo  contrast.  Splashes  of  deep  golden 
brown  and  iridescent  toning  are  present,  pri¬ 
marily  along  the  borders.  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  type  collector.  All 
Proof  coins  struck  prior  to  1858  are  elusive, 
having  been  minted  in  very  limited  quantities. 
Normal  date  logotype  with  minor  die  chipping 

within  the  final  digit .  12,875 

1858  over  Inverted  Date.  VF-25.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  variety  with  grayish 
brown  surfaces  and  light  silvery  gray  on  the 
devices.  The  date  was  first  completely  en¬ 
tered  in  the  die  inverted,  then  corrected  by 

overpunching .  145 

1863  VF-20.  Light  gray  with  pale  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Repunched  18  as  are  all  1863  half  dimes, 
circulation  issue  and  Proof.  This  is  a  quick 
attribution  point  to  make  certain  an  1863 
dime  was  struck  in  Philadelphia,  and  not  San 
Francisco.  Some  of  the  latter  coins  have  ex¬ 
tremely  weak  mintmarks  that  are  often  ea.sy 
to  overlook.  Just  18,000  circulation  sttikes 

and  460  Proofs  were  minted .  3 1 5 

1868  MS'63  (NGC).  This  is  an  outstanding 
example  with  absolutely  brilliant  white  lus¬ 


tre.  The  fields  are  slightly  reflective  with 
highly  lustrous  devices,  creating  an  attractive 
cameo  appearance.  This  is  a  scarce  date  that 
is  usually  encountered  in  lower  grades.  875 
1871  VF-20.  Dark  olive  and  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing .  16 


DIMES 

Out  offeting  of  dimes  includes  several  no¬ 
table  early  pieces  commencing  with  the  Draped 
Bust  series,  some  truly  memorable  Capped  Rust 
and  Liberty  Seated  issues,  a  number  of  Barber 
dimes  of  interest  and  importance,  and  then  a 
truly  notable  selection  of  Mercury  dimes.  Read, 
contemplate,  and  then  place  your  order.  You  will 
he  delighted  with  the  quality! 

Dime  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colorual  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  hy  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR'764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  By 
Brian  Greer.  A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and  mintmark 
is  covered,  including  grading,  major  variety  analysis, 
history,  and  scarcity.  185  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound. 
Stock  No.  BGR-222.  List  $36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenhaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes.  By  John  A. 
Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn.  The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  varieties. 
Divided  into  three  important  sections  with  value  charts 
for  all  varieties  covered.  120  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302.  List  $29.95,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  RRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

EARLY  DIMES 


Lustrous  1805  Four  Berries  Dime 


1805  Four  Berries.  John  Reich-2.  ALl-55 
(NGG).  Medium  gray  with  considerable  lus¬ 
tre  remaining,  the  whole  highlighted  hy  at¬ 


tractive  peripheral  blue  toning.  Sharplv 
struck  although  with  typical  weakne*-  at  the 
hack  of  Liberty’s  head  and  on  her  drapery, 
and  the  opposing  points  of  the  reverse.  Thu 
is  the  more  plentiful  of  two  distinctive  die 
varieties.  The  other  scarcer  variery  has  five 
berries  in  the  branch  on  the  reverse.  Both 
varieties  have  separate  listings  in  the  Guide 
Book . 3,395 


Gem  Mint  State  1814  L)ime 


1814  Large  Date.  JR-2.  MS-65  (NGG).  This 
is  an  absolutely  stunning  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  silver  lusrre.  The  obverse 
has  moderate  russet  and  blue  toning  along 
the  borders,  the  reverse  similar  hut  much 
lighter.  Weakness  is  noted  on  the  eagle’s 
claws,  especially  that  grasping  the  bundle  of 
arrows.  This  example  is  probably  the  single 
finest  known  example  of  this  die  marriage, 
and  among  the  very  finest  of  all  1814  dimes 

surviving  today . 9,450 

1820  STATESOF  reverse.  JR-1.  VF-20.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  a  mixture  of  light  and  me¬ 
dium  gray .  395 

Lovely  1827  JR-6  Dime 


1827  JR-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  attractive  with  deep  steel  blue  and 
ivory  lustre.  The  fields  are  reflective  and  al¬ 
most  prooflike  in  nature.  This  is  not  a  rare 
variety,  however,  it  is  .seldom  found  in  choice 
or  gem  condition.  The  present  example  is 
almost  certainly  among  the  finest  half  dozen 
examples  known .  2,295 

1829  Large  IOC.  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-63 

(NGC).  This  lustrous  example  has  deep  rose 
and  pale  blue  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  An 
aesthetically  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce 
variety  that  will  intrigue  the  specialist.  The 
example  that  we  offer  may  qualiR  as  one  of 
the  finest  known .  1,150 

1830  Medium  IOC.  JR-6.  MS-61  (PCGS). 

This  is  a  satiny  example,  fully  lustrous  with 
pale  gray  surfaces  and  tinges  of  iridescent 
toning.  A  few  minor  surface  marks  are  \  is 
ihle . 695 

.■Xs  a  point  of  claritn.  ation,  thu  varii-tv  is  dosi  rihcsi 
hy  PCXfS  as  a  "Modnini  lOG"  varictx  ,  which  isi'qmv.i 
lent  to  the  "l.ar(jc  ICH.'"  \  arielv  Jescnlvd  in  the  i  h<i.i< 
Book 
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Attractive  18  H  JR-i  Dime 


18M  JR-i.  MS'64  (PCXjS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  tor  the  date  or  type  collector.  This 
lovely  example  has  light  gold  and  iridescent 
toning  akmg  the  borders,  deeper  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Very  sharply  struck  with  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  on  obverse  and  reverse  boldly  defined. 
Even  the  eagle’s  neck  and  claws  are  com¬ 
pletely  defined .  2,595 

1832  JR-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely 
example  with  lustrous  grayish  brown  surfaces 
and  outstanding  iridescent  toning.  A  nice 
example  for  the  date  or  type  collector. .  575 

Lustrous  1835  JR-5  Dime 
1835  JR-5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  an  out¬ 
standing  Mint  State  example  with  brilliant 
silver  lustre  and  very  faint  peripheral  gold 
toning.  The  fields  exhibit  satiny  lustre  with 
frosty  devices  creating  a  light  cameo  appear¬ 
ance.  Although  considered  a  commcm  vari¬ 
ety,  we  cannot  imagine  many  with  more 
aesthetic  appeal .  1,650 


LIBERTY  Seated  Dimes 

1838  Small  Stars.  AU-55.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  gold  surfaces  and  periph¬ 
eral  blue  toning.  This  is  a  scarce  variety  that 
is  seldom  encountered  in  higher  grades.  525 
1844  VF-20.  Pleasing  pewter  gray  with  light 
amber  timing  on  the  devices.  This  dime  car¬ 
ries  the  nickname  “Orphan  Annie”  as  popu¬ 
larized  by  the  late  Frank  Ross  of  Kansas  City. 
Author  Brian  Greer  provides  more  informa¬ 
tion  in  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated 

Dimes .  1,095 

1851  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  sharp  design  features  and  virtually  com¬ 
plete  silvery  whire  lustre.  Brian  Greer  noted 
that  this  date  is  “surprisingly  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  XF  or  better.” .  175 


Gem  Proof  1852  Dime 


1852  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  gem 
Proof  example  with  light  ivoiy  lustre  spla.shed 
with  rose  and  gold  toning.  Careful  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  a  few  faint  hairlines,  however. 


these  are  strictly  consistent  with  the  graile. 
Walter  Breen  esrimated  that  just  eight  PriK)fs 
were  known  tor  this  date.  Today  it  is  likely 
that  his  estimate  remaiirs  accurate.  .  22,500 
185  3  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
shaq'ily  struck  wirh  soft  frosty  lustre  and  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  A  popular  i.ssue  tor 
type  collectors,  representing  the  first  year  of 

i.ssue  tor  this  design  modification . 975 

1857  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  iiirpressive  Mint  State 
example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features.  In  a  first  generation  PCGS 
holder .  329 

Impressive  Proof  1858  Dime 


1858  Proof-65  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
stunning  cameo  Proof  with  deeply  reflective 
fields  and  gorgeous  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders.  First  year  of  extensive 
Proof  coinage  specifically  for  collectors,  and 
today  an  ideal  candidate  for  the  type  collec¬ 
tor,  combining  beauty,  rarity,  and  c]uality 
with  reasonable  financial  considerations.  An 
estimate  of  the  number  surviving  today  is 
difficult  or  perhaps  impossible.  Even  the 
original  mintage  is  not  specifically  known 
with  most  estimates  suggesting  200  to  250 
Proofs . 4,950 

Rare  1863  Pattern  Dime 


1863  Postage  Currency.  Pollock-390,  Judd- 
325.  Rarity-6.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver. 
Plain  edge.  This  gem  Proof  has  exceptional 
silvery  gray  surfaces  with  iridescent  toning. 
This  experimental  i.ssue  was  proposed  ro  as¬ 
sist  in  providing  a  small  denomination  cur¬ 
rency  during  the  Civil  War.  Most  silver  and 
gold  coinage  was  hoarded  with  virtually  none 
in  circulation .  2, 1 95 

Mint  State  1870-S  Dime 


1870-S  MS-61  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  anil  an  important  opportunity  tor  the 
collector  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Thii 
specimett  has  lustrous  light  gray  surf, tees  with 
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Tom  &  Saudi  On  Call — 24/7 


Tom  Becker 


•  Please  begin  hy  clearly  stati 

•  Next,  tell  Tom  and  Sandi  v\’ 

•  To  conclude  your  message,  m 


Sandi  Scott 


Now  you  can  place  an  order  at  any  time  to 
reserve  coins  offered  by  our  Direct  Sales 
Department.  After  normal  business  hours, 
use  our  After  Hours  Hotline. 

Here^s  how  it  works: 

•  Dial  our  regular  toll  free  number  (1-800-222-5993)  when  the  connection  is 
made,  follow  the  instructions. 

ame  and  telephttne  number  or  email  address, 
jns  you  would  like  to  order, 
to  tell  us  the  best  time  to  return  your  call. 

This  is  what  happens  next: 

The  miMiient  Tom  and  Sandi  kilil^hey  will  be  handed  ymir  message.  They 
will  immediately  review  your  requ'&SSfc.^available,  the  coins  you  requested  will 
be  reserved  in  your  name.  Orders  for  thegfcnie  com  will  be  handled  in  the  order 
they  are  received.  '  ’  j,0 

Then  comes  a  nice  finish:  ; 

Again,  at  your  convenience,  Tom  or  Sandi  vv^ll  retiilTvyour  call  to  confirm 
that  your  selections  are  available.  It’s  as  ea:^^tharl 

Um-  Hit  After  1  lours  I  lorline  tor  that  perfect  coin  purchase! 
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has  light  planchet  striatiiins  diagonally  across 
the  central  device.  Boldly  struck  with  typical 
weakness  at  the  denomination.  Among  all 
Liberty  Seated  dimes  in  the  present  offering, 
we  like  this  example  as  it  is  an  important  rar¬ 
ity  in  Mint  State  quality .  1,495 

1873  Arrows.  AU'58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  ex¬ 

ample  with  light  gray  surfaces  and  iridescent 
toning.  This  issue  is  always  in  demand  tor 
type  collections .  369 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  choice 

example  has  outstanding  silvery  white  lustre 
with  frosty  surfaces.  Slightly  weak  at  Liberty’s 
head,  however,  stronger  than  many  examples 
on  the  market.  The  reverse  has  a  trace  of 
light  champagne  toning . 975 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  type  collector  to  acquire 
an  attractive  Proof.  This  example  is  primarily 
brilliant  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lus¬ 
trous  devices.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  espe¬ 
cially  noted  on  the  obverse .  750 

1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 

tunity  for  the  date  or  type  collector.  This 
lovely  example  is  primarily  brilliant  with  a 
splash  of  golden  toning.  Light  cameo  contrast 
is  evident . .  725 

1881  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  an  abso¬ 

lutely  wonderful  example  and  represents  a 
scarce  date.  Just  24,000  circulation  strikes 
were  minted,  along  with  975  Proofs.  Mostly 
brilliant,  especially  on  the  reverse,  with  out¬ 
standing  peripheral  iridescence .  539 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 
white  lustre  and  sharp  design  elements.  We 
feel  that  this  example  represents  an  outstand¬ 
ing  combination  of  quality  and  price.  ..  219 

BARBER  DIMES 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892 
and  continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is 
eminently  collectible — except  for  the  rare  1 894- 
S.  All  of  the  others  range  from  readily  available 
to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to  mar¬ 
ket  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we  offer 
a  selection  of  interesting  pieces. 

Gem  Proof  1892  Dime 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  gem  example  is 

one  of  the  most  attractive  Barber  dimes  we 
have  handled  in  quite  some  time.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  pale  gold  central  obverse 
and  peripheral  blue  and  iridescent  toning. 
The  reverse  is  similar  with  very  light  cham¬ 
pagne  inside  the  wreath.  A  stunning  example 
for  your  date  or  type  collection .  1,475 

1893  EF'40.  Pleasing  gray  with  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  33 

1895  AG'55  (ANACS).  This  issue  is  a  favor¬ 
ite  with  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena.  The 
mintage  is  quite  low  with  just  690,000  circu¬ 
lation  strikes  produced.  This  is  the  eighth 
lowest  mintage  of  any  circulation  issue  (not 


counting  the  1894-S  rarity).  This  particular 
example  has  frosty  silver  lustre  with  light  li¬ 
lac  and  gold  toning.  We  are  sure  you  will  be 
delighted .  595 

1901  EF-40.  Natural  iridescent  toning  with 

traces  of  lustre .  19 

1902  Proof'64  (PCGS).  This  fully  brilliant 

Proof  example  possesses  considerable  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  and  will  make  you  the  envy  of 
all  your  collecting  friends.  Sharply  defined 
and  deeply  mirrored  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 695 

Gem  Mint  State  1906-D  Dime 
First  Denver  Mint  Year 


1906-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
lovely  white  lustre.  This  frosty  gem  is  sure  to 
delight  the  new  owner.  First  year  of  opera¬ 
tions  at  the  new  Denver  Mint.  Although  not 
a  rarity,  this  issue  is  difficult  to  locate  in  Mint 
State  and  nearly  impossible  to  find  when  of 
gem  quality.  PCGS  has  certified  just  seven 
examples  with  two  finer  MS'67  coins.  2,995 
1906-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  very  sharp  design  features,  espe¬ 
cially  for  an  example  from  the  New  Orleans 
Mint.  Satiny  lustre  is  subdued  by  attractive 
golden  brown  and  iridescent  toning  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
light  gold  peripheral  toning .  1,375 

191 2- S  MS-64.  Extremely  sharp  with  frosty  lus¬ 

tre  and  ivory  surfaces.  Minor  strike  doubling 
is  visible  on  the  reverse,  including  the  mint- 
mark.  This  is  not  a  repunched  mintmark  va¬ 
riety,  however.  A  slightly  scarcer  date  for  the 
collector .  545 

1913- S  MS'64  (PCGS).  Eully  lustrous  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  primarily  brilliant 
with  a  touch  of  gold  toning  on  the  devices, 
while  the  reverse  has  light  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  This  is  a  scarce  date  and  has  the  second 
lowest  circulation  issue  mintage  among  all 
Barber  dimes  (not  including  1894-S).  ..  889 

1914- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 

struck  with  just  a  wisp  of  light  champagne 
toning .  129 

1916  Barbet.  MS'64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tionally  attractive  example  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  white  lustre  accented  by  very' 
light  gold  toning.  An  exceptional  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  value .  259 

MERCURY  DIMES 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  interesting  and 
desirable  Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high  qual¬ 
ity,  including  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice 
examples  from  the  1910s  to  1945.  A  date  and 


mintmark  collection  toward  the  end  of  the  -.c-rie- 
beginning  in  1934,  can  be  a.ssembled  for  very  low 
cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  A  stunning 
gem  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features.  First  year  of  issue  for  the  de¬ 
sign  type .  375 

1916  Mercury.  MS-62.  Pleasing  silver  lustre  with 
very  light  iridescent  toning .  39 

Impressive  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 


1916-D  Mercury.  AU'55  (NGC).  A  beautiful 
and  lustrous  example  of  this  ever  popular  issue. 
Slight  wear  is  apparent  on  the  high  points  of 
the  design  but  the  coin  has  no  heavy  marks  or 
other  detracting  features.  An  excellent  com¬ 
bination  of  quality  and  price.  Somehow,  vir¬ 
tually  the  entire  mintage  of  the  1916-D  dime, 
not  very  large  to  begin  with,  slipped  unniuiced 
into  circulation.  We’ve  never  figured  out  why, 
but  suspect  that  the  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  coins  were  released  first  and  tixik 
the  “edge”  off  the  novelty.  The  great  largely 
untapped  area  for  20th  century  numismatic 
research  lies  in  newspaper  accounts,  which 
take  a  lot  of  time  to  delve  through,  but  can 
yield  some  interesting  things.  It  might  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  mount  a  nationwide  search  for 
press  clippings  of  late  1916  and  early  1917  and 
read  the  first  accounts  of  the  new  dime,  quar¬ 
ter,  and  half  dollar  designs  introduced  in  late 

1916 . 4,995 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  satiny  lustre  and  faint  champagne 

toning .  525 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  choice  example 
has  spectacular  light  champagne  toning  over 
satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  trace  of  rose  and 
iridescent  toning  adds  tti  the  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  365 

1930  MS'66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  sharp  design  features.  So  very  cUxse  to 

full  bands .  179 

1911  MS'64  (NGC).  This  is  an  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  white  lustre  and  just  a 
wisp  of  toning.  A  popular  depression  era  is¬ 
sue .  119 

1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with  fuliv 
brilliant  silver  lustre  and  sharp  design  defini¬ 
tion .  129 

1935-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  This  shaq'^lv  stnick 
gem  example  has  brilliant,  satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre  with  just  a  trace  of  light  iridescent  toning 
Among  the  finest  existing,  w  ith  just  fi\  e  finer 
coins  of  this  issue  certified  b\  PC'GS.  1,225 
1917  PnK)f-55  (PCGS).  Light  lil.ic  and  goM  ton 
ing  over  mirrored  fields .  17" 
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Pro».4-6t'  iNGC-).  This  is  an  exceptional 
yein  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields,  liyht  cameo  contrast,  and  ama:ing  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Very  slight  cameo  contrast  is 
noted .  379 

1941  Prcx>f-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 

tive  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  An  out¬ 
standing  example  for  a  date  or  type 
collection,  or  for  a  1941  Proof  set .  279 

1941-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  outstanding  aesthetic 
appeal .  159 

1941- S  MS'67  FB  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 

important  opportunity  tor  the  connoisseur. 
Sharply  struck  and  quite  unusual  as  such. 
This  example  also  has  fully  prootlike  fields  on 
obverse  and  reverse .  279 

194TS  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with  fully 

brilliant,  frosty  white  lustre .  89 

1942/1  AU'58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  w'onderful  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  popular  overdate  variety  with 
virtually  full  lustre  and  natural  ivory  surfaces. 
This  modern  overdate  issue  (as  are  all  20th 
century  overdates),  is  technically  a  doubled 
obverse  die,  in  this  case  with  the  obverse  die 
pn,xluced  from  two  different  date  hubs.  1,095 
1942/1'D  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  natural  medium  gray  surfaces.  While  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  variety  has  an  extremely 
sharp  overdate,  this  variety  from  Denver  has 
much  more  subtle  overdate  features .  545 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored  silver 
surfaces  and  a  hint  of  cameo  contrast. ..  329 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
deeply  mirrored  silver  surfaces.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  that  is  sure  to  please . 285 

1942- S  MS'67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with 

brilliant  white  lustre.  Sharply  struck  with 
virtually  full  bands . 99 

1943- D  MS'67  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 

example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  This  qualifies 
as  full  bands,  in  our  opinion,  however  offered 
at  much  less . 65 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 

example  with  frosty  silver  surfaces . 45 

1944- S  MS'66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  brilliant  lustre  and  very  light 
champagne  toning .  39 

ROOSEVELT  DIMES 

We  have  bought  many  very  nice  Roosevelt 
dimes  including  examples  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity  certified  by  PCGS.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in 
this  series  or  are  thinking  of  becoming  one,  a 
beautiful  selection  awaits  you. 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  touch  of  very  light  toning .  29 

1948- D  M.S-67  (PC(iS).  A  wonderful  example 

with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  ami  sharp  de- 
.ign  features .  1 39 


1948-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

light  champagne  toning .  29 

1948-S  MS-65.  A  delightful  gem  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  29 

1949'D  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  gem 
example  with  outstanding  frosty  white  lustre. 

A  scarce  issue . 85 

1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
touch  of  very  light  champagne  toning.  ..  29 
1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  You’ll  be  delighted  with 
this  exceptional  Proof.  We  believe  that  this 
should  be  described  as  “Cameo.” .  1 15 

1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  frosty  white  lustre .  32 

1960  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Virtual 

perfection  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 
highly  lustrous  devices .  395 

1962-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  silver  surfaces .  39 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  impres¬ 
sive  example  with  amazing  contrast.  If  you  have 
been  looking  for  a  Roosevelt  dime  for  your  type 

collection,  your  wait  ends  here! .  249 

1970  No  S.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
variety.  Very  light  champagne  toning  over 
mirrored  bluish  gray  surfaces.  These  coins 
were  produced  in  error,  with  the  coinage  die 
not  receiving  the  standard  letter  S  mintmark 
of  all  Proof  coins  from  this  era . 695 

TWENTY-CENT 

PIECES 

The  twenty-cent  piece  was  the  shortest  lived 
of  all  regular  United  States  coin  denominations. 
Although  mintage  extended  from  1875  to  1878, 
most  were  released  only  in  the  first  year,  1875. 
This  denomination,  a  “good  idea”  at  the  outset, 
lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  amidst  complaints 
that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with  the 
nearly  identical  quarter  dollar. 

Twenty-Cent  Piece  Reference: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  section  on  twenty-cent  pieces 
is  necessarily  short,  hut  essential  reading — all  a  part  of 
this  worthwhile  volume.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Lovely  1875-CC  20-Cent  Piece 
1875-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  This  splendid  Mint 
State  example  has  brilliant  and  satiny  silver 
surfaces  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  A  de¬ 
cent  strike  for  the  issue  with  slight  weakne.ss 
visible  on  the  eagle’s  breast  and  top  of  the 
wing  at  left.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  Carson  City  collector,  representing  the 
only  collectible  issue  of  this  denomination 
from  the  Nevada  Mint.  The  only  other  i.ssue, 
1876-CC,  is  a  major  rarity  with  only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  surviving  specimens .  1,595 


Gem  1875-S  Double  Dime 


1875-S/S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  absolutely  won¬ 
derful  gem;  this  lovely  example  has  satiny 
and  brilliant  white  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck  with  full  obverse  and  reverse  design 
features.  The  prominently  recut  mintmark  is 
sometimes  described  as  a  “$”  mintmark.  The 
example  offered  here  is  a  wonderful  candi¬ 
date  for  the  type  collector  or  variety  special¬ 
ist . 4,500 

1875-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  The 
obverse  has  light  and  attractive  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  while  the  reverse  is  mostly 

brilliant . 1,095 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive  with  virtually  complete  lustre.  A 
wonderful  example  for  your  type  collec¬ 
tion . 395 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  sharply 
struck  example  of  this  denomination.  ..  365 
1875-S  AU-55.  Pale  gray  surfaces  with  consider¬ 
able  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck .  325 


Quarter  dollars 

Look  over  our  selection  of  quarters  carefully, 
bereft  of  really  early  issues,  but  including  a  num¬ 
ber  of  worthwhile  pieces  among  later  types. 
Please  realize  that  most  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 
stock,  and  once  a  piece  is  sold  we  have  no  easy 
way  of  replacing  it  until  another  comes  our  way 
by  chance.  Thus,  order  as  early  as  you  can,  and 
if  you  have  second  choices  in  mind,  let  us  know 
these  as  well. 

Quarter  Dollar  References 
(we  ourselves  are  surprised  that  we  have  so  many): 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  What  else  can  we  say  about  this 
book?  Perhaps  this:  we  cannot  imagine  any  serious 
buyer  ot  United  States  coins  without  this  dandy  vol¬ 
ume.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BRR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenhaum.  An  in-depth  survey  ot 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  .senes; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discounr. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Barber  Quarters.  By 
David  Lawrence.  A  passport  tor  collecting  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some  i>f  the 
characteristics  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  die?  These 
questions  and  more  are  answered  in  this  guide.  126 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  StiKk  No.  131.A-109.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Statidi)ig  Liberty  Quarters.  By  j.I  I.  ('line.  .‘X  com 
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prehensive  (juide  to  this  pitpular  senes  hy  an  acknowl- 
ed(j>-*J  expert  (whose  breathtaking  beautiful  reference 
collection  we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at  auction 
a  few  years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound. 
StiKk  No.  BCX'700.  List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book:  An  Attri¬ 
bution  and  Pricing  Quide.  By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D.  A 
must  for  the  specialist  and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is  listed  with  all  you 
need  for  enjoyable  and  accurate  attribution.  240  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  Kiund.  Sttxk  No.  BWl-400.  List  $40, 
before  your  discount. 

The  Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled 
Die  Varieties.  By  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn. 
Features  139  of  the  most  desirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  descriptions,  cross-refer¬ 
enced  information,  values,  rarity,  and  more.  The  title, 
“best  of,”  sounds  like  a  music  disc — “the  best  of  so-and- 
so,  not  available  in  stores.”  Perhaps  more  “best  of’ 
numismatic  titles  are  in  the  offing?  186  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  hound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95, 
before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook.  By 
Kenneth  Bres.sett.  Irjcludes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs,  and 
more.  90  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBR- 
555.  List  $4.99,  before  your  discount  (although,  don’t 
you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  already?) 

Early  Quarters 

1805  Browning'2.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  tor  the  grade  with  medium  gray  field.s 
surrounding  lighter  golden  gray  devices.  A 
wonderful  quality  example  tor  your  type  col¬ 
lection . 329 

1825/3  B-2.  AU'50  (NGC).  Mostly  lustrous 
with  pale  gold  and  steel  toning  over  light 
gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  lighter  in  appear¬ 
ance.  Slightly  reflective  with  traces  of  lustre 
in  the  protected  areas.  Typical  strike  with 
weakness  on  the  higher  design  points.  1,295 
1837  B-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  sharp  design  definition  and  nearly  full 
lustre.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  wisp  of  very  light 
gold  toning  along  the  borders .  695 


LETTERS  TO 
THE  EDITOR 

We  welcome  interesting  com¬ 
munications.  Address  Dave  Bowers, 
Editor,  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  Box  1224,  Wolfehoro,  NH 
03892,  or  reach  Dave  through  his 
personal  e-mail,  dave@ht)wersand- 
merena.com.  Items  deemed  of  gen¬ 
eral  interest  may  he  reproduced  in 
one  of  our  publications. 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  Small  O.  AU'58 
(PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example  with 
wonderful  aestheric  appeal.  Satiny  and  bril¬ 
liant  with  virtually  full  lustre  and  very  light 
champagne  toning.  Late  die  state  with  exten¬ 
sive  reverse  die  cracks .  795 

Choice  Mint  State  1850-0  Quarter 


1850-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  satiny  white  lustre  and  splashes  of  ivory 
toning.  This  is  an  extremely  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  the 
date,  seldom  encountered  in  choice  Mint 
State  quality.  Sharply  struck  and  with  proof¬ 
like  fields,  both  qualities  being  extremely 
unusual.  This  is  one  of  the  very  finest  known 
examples,  tied  with  three  t)thers  in  the 
PCGS  population  report  for  second  finest 
certified.  A  single  example  has  received  the 

MS-64  grade . 2,950 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep 
golden  brown  obverse  with  traces  of  lustre 
beneath.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  lighter  in 
appearance.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  type 
collector .  199 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-20.  Deep  steel  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  highlights . 49 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  example,  fully  lustrous  and  with  brilliant 
silver  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  at¬ 
tractive.  First  year  of  a  short  two-year  design 
type .  1,275 

1857-0  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  prooflike  surfaces 
and  extremely  sharp  design  features  for  the 
issue.  Most  of  the  obverse  stars  are  flat,  how¬ 
ever,  all  other  design  elements  on  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  are  extremely  shaiyi.  This  is 
a  deceptive  issue  from  rarity  standpoint,  with 
a  large  mintage  of  1,1 80,000  coins  but  very 
few  surv'ivors  in  true  Mint  State  quality.  Both 
PCGS  and  NGC,  combined,  have  only 
graded  20  examples  of  this  issue  in  MS-60 

and  higher  grades! . 995 

1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
ivory  lustre  and  lovely  peripheral  iridescent 
toning.  Quite  weak  at  central  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  would  have  received  a  higher 

grade  had  the  strike  been  better . 329 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  This  attractive 
example  is  a  nice  representative  for  the  type 
collector.  Faint  heather  toning  may  be  seen 

over  lustrous  silvery  gray  surfaces . 449 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  one  of  our 


favorite  issues,  relatively  plentiful,  and  uen- 
erally  very  attractive  when  fully  Mint  State. 
The  presetitly  offered  example  is  certainly 
no  exception.  This  specimen  is  fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  highly  lustrous  white  surfaces. 
The  devices  are  frosty  while  the  surrounding 
fields  are  satiny  and  prooflike.  A  few  very 
faint  hairlines  keep  this  from  the  gem  cat¬ 
egory .  1,150 

1880  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  pnxiflike  with  iri¬ 
descent  peripheral  toning.  Considerable 
cameo  contrast  is  noted  between  the  satiny 
fields  and  frosty  devices.  Circulation  i.ssues  of 
this  date  are  quite  scarce  and  always  in  de¬ 
mand . 675 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  extraordinary 
example  for  the  grade  with  soft,  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  and  mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  All  design 
features  are  struck  to  their  fullest  advan¬ 
tage.  Variety  w'ith  date  sloping  down  to  the 
right . 795 

1891- S  AU-50.  This  is  a  wonderful  example 

with  fully  brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  virtu¬ 
ally  full  lustre.  A  few  faint  surface  marks  are 
noted.  Despite  a  mintage  in  excess  of  two 
million  coins,  this  is  a  very  scarce  issue  to  find 
in  higher  grades .  1 59 

Barber  Quarters 

Barber  quarters,  minted  fn>m  1892  to  1916, 
have  always  been  popular  with  us  and  with  our 
clients,  too.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Retfeu’ 
w'e  present  some  really  nice  pieces. 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  choice  Mint 
State  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the 
date  or  type  collector.  We  do  not  expect  this 
to  be  available  for  long.  Sharply  struck  with 
fully  brilliant  satin  lustre .  325 

1892- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  .An  extraordinary  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  satiny,  slightly 
prooflike  fields  and  very  light  cameo  contrast. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  a  whisper  of 
light  champagne  toning .  895 

1894  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  with 
considerable  lustre.  Very  faint  heather  ton¬ 
ing . 99 

Gem  1 894'S  Barber  Quarter 


1894-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
gorgeous  gem  quality  example  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  features.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  fully  mirn>red,  prooflike 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Faint  lilac  and 
gold  toning  is  present  on  the  obverse. 
Given  the  associated  rarity  of  the  Barber 
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dime  bearing  this  Jate  anJ  mintniark  coin- 
binatu'n,  this  quarter  dollar  issue  is  quite 
p«.ipular . 3,450 


Mint  State  1896-8  Barber  Quarter  Rarity 


1896'S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  offering  represents 
one  of  the  most  important  opportunities  we 
have  ever  presented  to  the  specialist.  Surfaces 
are  brilliant  and  satiny  with  faint  gold  and 
iridescent  toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  considerable  prootlike  character.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  considerable  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  delightful  example  for  the 
specialist.  From  a  mintage  of  just  188,039 
coins,  third  lowest  in  the  series  behind  1901- 
Sand  1913-S .  12,250 


ADVICE  TO 
YOUNG  MEN 


The  scene:  Two  sons  ot  Hon. 
Isaac  Hill  (important  New 
Hampshire  banker  and  politi¬ 
cian)  and  a  youth  named  Andrew 
Jackson  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1833,  came  to  the  State  House 
(capitol  building)  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  in  Concord. 

President  Andrew  Jackson, 
visiting  there  as  part  of  tour  of 
New  England,  gave  each  of  the 
hoys  “a  United  States  silver  coin, 
saying,  ‘Here,  my  sons,  is  the 
eagle  of  your  country,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  honor  and 
defend.  Keep  it  in  remembrance 
of  me,  and  if  it  is  ever  assailed  by 
a  foreign  or  domestic  foe,  rally 
under  its  pinions,  and  defend  it  to 
the  last.’” 

(John  N.  McCdintock,  History 
of  New  Hampshire,  1888) 


1902-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  and  a  whisper  of  very  light 
champagne  toning.  In  tact,  most  would  sim¬ 
ply  describe  this  as  brilliant  with  no  further 
explanation.  A  scarce  issue  that  will  intrigue 

the  specialist  or  advanced  collector . 639 

1907-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  the 
lustre  broken  only  on  the  highest  point  of  the 
obverse  design.  Although  not  a  rare  date,  this 
should  be  a  candidate  for  an  advanced  cabi¬ 
net . 259 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1911  Quarter 

191 1  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  stunning  gem  quality  example  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous 
devices.  The  result  is  exceptional  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Light  and  attractive  gold  toning  is  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse .  1,895 

Standing  Liberty 
_ Quarters _ 

1917-D  Type  11.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  very  nearly  complete  lus¬ 
tre.  Sharply  struck  and  very  nearly  qualifying 
as  Full  Head .  179 

Full  Head  1917-S  Type  II  Quarter 

1917- S  Type  II.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  This  is  an 

absolutely  amazing  example  for  the  grade 
with  bright  and  frosty  silver  lustre  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  definition.  In  fact,  this 
has  every  appearance  of  a  gem  quality  speci¬ 
men,  however,  at  half  the  price.  An  excellent 
combination  of  quality  and  value .  1,650 

1918- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 

tractive  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  Slight  weak¬ 
ness  is  visible  in  the  usual  locations,  including 
the  shield  edge  just  above  Liberty’s  waist.  Head 
details  are  about  50%  complete .  745 

Sharp  1918-S  Quarter 


OF™ 

;MERICA 


1918-S  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint 
State  example  of  this  issue  with  soft,  frosty 
lustre.  Ivory  surfaces  are  delicately  accented 
by  peripheral  gold  toning  on  the  obverse. 
This  is  a  very  rare  issue  with  sharp  head  de¬ 
tails.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist .  3,795 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 

603A69-5319 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCX3S).  Fully  lustrous  with 
outstanding  champagne  and  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  An  above  average  strike  for  the  issue. 
This  is  a  scarce  issue  that  is  often  found  on 

collector  want  lists.  Call  quickly .  1,395 

1921  AU-55.  One  of  the  key-date  issues.  Natu¬ 
ral  silver  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  ivtiry 

toning.  Nearly  full  lustre .  385 

1923  VF-30.  Pleasing  natural  gray  surfaces. .  35 
1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
frosty  with  subliminal  heather  toning.  .  329 
1929'S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  white  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  candidate  for  your  type  collec¬ 
tion . 269 

1930-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 
wonderful  gem  quality  example  of  the  final 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  issue.  Frosty 
and  lustrous  with  wisps  of  very  light  heather 
toning.  Iridescent  highlights  add  to  the  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Virtually  fully  struck  with  90% 
complete  head  details . 695 

WASHINGTON  QUARTERS 

We  have  always  liked  Washington  quarters, 
and  over  the  years  we  have  offered  many  of  them 
for  sale  and  have  written  extensively  about  the 
different  peculiarities  and  other  aspects.  The  is¬ 
suance  of  state  reverse  quarters,  including  the 
2000  New  Hampshire  (of  which  we  played  a 
small  part),  has  propelled  this  denomination 
into  the  forefront  of  interest. 

At  the  risk  of  being  an  I-told-you-so,  we  stated 
years  ago  to  RCR  readers  that  Washington  quar¬ 
ters  had  a  lot  of  potential.  And,  our  opinion 
changed  into  reality. 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

brilliant.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 
issue.  The  obverse  has  light  heather  toning 
while  the  reverse  is  medium  gold .  595 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptionally  im¬ 

portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
gem  has  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre  with 
a  hint  of  heather  toning . 895 

1938  Proof'65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  example  with 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  reflective  devices. 
Delicate  champagne  toning  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Most  would  simply  call  this  brilliant 

without  further  explanation .  269 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  example 
with  exceptional  frosty  white  lustre.  This  is 
clearly  one  of  our  favorites  among  Washing¬ 
ton  quarters  presently  offered .  279 

1939-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
wonderful  frosty  white  lustre.  Appears  to  be 
of  gem  quality,  in  our  opinion .  79 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  sat¬ 

iny.  Very  light  peripheral  toning  adds  to  the 
aesthetic  appeal  of  this  example .  199 

1940- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  amaz¬ 

ing  example  with  fully  btilliant  and  satiny 
lustre .  189 
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O40'S  MS'65  (PCXiS).  Highly  liistrmis  with 

cxceptu>nal  aesthetic  appeal . 99 

1940'S  MS'64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  moderate  golden  olive  toning.  59 
1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  59 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  sharply  struck  gem 

has  frosty  white  lustre .  69 

1942  Proof-66  (PCXjS).  An  exquisite  gem  Proof 

with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  An  outstanding 
example  for  the  connoisseur  of  fine  20th  cen¬ 
tury  coinage .  169 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  Proof 
with  mirrored  fields  and  brilliant  surfaces. 
Light  ivory  toning  is  splashed  on 

Washington’s  head .  119 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  69 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example 

with  htilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces . 69 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharp  design 
features  with  outstanding  silvery  white  lus¬ 
tre . 99 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  with 

brilliant  lustre .  69 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  eye  appeal .  69 


1945-15  MS-66  (PCXjS).  A  frosty  gem  with  fully 
brilliant  lustre .  125 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has 

frosty  lustre  with  subtle  champagne  ton¬ 
ing . 69 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

frosty  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  very  light  amber 
toning .  119 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
frosty  white  lustre .  59 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  highly  lustrous  silvery  white 
surfaces .  119 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  that 

is  sure  to  please.  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  59 

1947  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  with  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  19 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  attractive  example . 69 

1947-D  MS-65.  Light  obverse  toning  with 
deeper  iridescent  reverse . 49 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  99 

1947-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
with  frosty  silver  lustre .  59 


1947- S  MS-65.  A  lustrous  example  with  t-ulM 

geous  iridescent  totimg .  4'* 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  hnlltant  with  ^.ittny 
surfaces .  59 

1948  MS-64.  A  lovely  totted  exattiple .  \(- 

1948- D  MS-64.  Lustrous  Itght  gray  with  golden 

brown  toning .  16 

1948-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  attd 
highly  lustrous . 69 

1948- S  MS-65.  Heavy  iridescent  toning  over 

frosty  lustre .  59 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned .  129 

1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  exceptional  gem  example  of  this  scarce 
date .  129 

1949- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant,  fully  lustrous  white 
surfaces .  79 

1949'D  MS-65.  A  pleasing  example  with  light 
ivory  lustre .  69 

1950  MS-66  (PCXjS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  shaqj 
design  features.  Highly  lustrous  silvery  white 
surfaces .  129 

1950  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS25C-019.  MS-66 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Doubling  is 
most  evident  on  the  eagle’s  beak .  169 

1950- D  MS-65.  Lustrous  ivory  surfaces  with  at¬ 
tractive  gold  toning .  29 

195 1  Proof-65.  A  wonderful  gem  Proof  with  light 

cameo  contrast .  59 

1951- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
faint  iridescent  toning  over  ivory  lustre.  1  59 

195 1- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  AKsolutely  lovely  silver 

lustre  with  frosty  surfaces . 49 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem 

with  subtle  champagne  toning  over  satiny 
lustre .  1 19 

1952- S  MS-65.  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty  white 

lustre .  59 

1953  MS-64.  A  pleasing  example  with  delight¬ 
ful  iridescent  toning .  15 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  silver  surfaces . 99 

1954  Proof-68  (PCXjS).  An  exceptional,  superb 
gem  Proiif  with  light  cameo  contrast. ...  119 

1954  Proof-67  (PCCjS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  deep  mirrored  fields  and  light  con¬ 
trast .  59 

1954  MS-66  (NC3C).  A  superb  gem  example  with 
fully  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  79 

1954  MS-f)5  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty 
white  lustre . 49 

1954  MS-65.  Attractive  ivory  lustre  with  ,i  hmt 

of  toning .  39 

1954- D  MS-65  (PCXIS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  6^ 

1954-S  MS-66  (NC3C).  wonderful  gem  w  ith 
superb  siK  erv  white  lustre .  S9 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCCiS).  Delightful  amber  ton 
mg  o\  er  satiny  lustre .  6’ 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sh,iq4\  stnuk  w  ith  ^atin\ 

white  lustre .  4'- 


IT’S  Time  to  Catch  up 
With  the  quarters! 


We  offer  a  great  deal  tor  those  col¬ 
lectors  who  have  delayed  huilding  a  set 
of  the  new  commemorative  quar¬ 
ters.  You  can  now  obtain  an 
example  of  every  com¬ 
memorative  quatter  pro¬ 
duced  from  1999  through 
2001  in  one  huge,  yet  very 
affordable  package. 

This  is  what  the 
package  contains; 

1999'S  Five- 
piece  silver  Proof 
set.  Each  coin  is 
housed  in  a  PCGS 
holder  and  graded 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo. 

1999- P  and  D  10-piece  Uncircu¬ 
lated  set.  This  set  includes  an  example 
of  the  business  strike  coinage  produced 
at  both  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver 
mints.  Each  coin  is  housed  in  a  PCGS 
holder  and  grades  MS-69. 

2000- S  Five-piece  silver  Proof  set. 
Each  coin  is  housed  in  a  PCGS  holder 
and  graded  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo. 

2000-P  and  D  10-piece  Uncirculated 
set.  This  set  includes  an  example  of  the 
business  strike  coinage  produced  at  both 


the  Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints. 
Each  coin  is  housed  in  a  PCGS  holder 
and  grades  MS-69. 

200 1'S  Five-piece  silver  Proof  set. 
All  graded  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  by 
PCGS. 

200 1'P  and  D  10-piece  Uncircu¬ 
lated  set.  This  set  includes  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  business  strike 
coinage  produced  at  both 
the  Philadelphia  and 
Denver  mints.  Each  coin 
is  housed  in  a  PCGS 
holder  and  grades  MS-69. 

This  nifty  package 
deal  contains  no  less 
than  45  splendid  coins 
all  housed  in  PCGS 
holders.  If  you  were  to 
order  each  group  indi¬ 
vidually  you  would  ex¬ 
pect  to  pay  a  total  cif 
$927,  hut  while  our  limited  supply 
lasts  you  can  purchase  the  45  coin 
group  for  only  $825.  At  this  deeply 
discounted  price  we  expect  a  quick 
sell  out  and  must  impose  a  strict 
limit  of  no  more  than  two  packages 
per  customer. 
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Exciting  New  Offers  Make  Our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  What  You've  Been  Looking  For! 


4 


The  Collection  Portfolio  Program 


For  as  little  as  $100  per  month,  you  can  begin  building  what  will  quickly  become 
a  beautitul  and  complete  set  ot  coins  with  each  piece  housed  in  a  PCGS  holder.  Read 
about  some  of  the  challenging,  yet  attordable  programs  we  have  available  and  then 
choose  one  or  more  that  is  right  for  you. 

This  is  what  Tom  Becker,  Sales  Director  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and  the 
coordinator  ot  the  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  has  to  say  about  the  new  programs 
we  are  making  available. 


Build  an  Outstanding  Set  of  Franklin  Half  Dollars  For  Only  $150  Per  Month!  - 

Because  it  is  a  short  and  attractive  series,  Franklin  halves  are  eagerly  sought  hy  many 
collectors.  Due  to  limited  availability,  most  ot  these  enthusiasts  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
brilliant  and  fully  lustrous  coins  graded  MS'65  by  PCGS.  By  taking  full  advantage  of  my 
network  of  suppliers,  1  can  locate  superior  examples  of  these  coins  and  send  them  to  you  as 
your  monthly  selection. 

Your  collection  will  quickly  grow  as  1  will  first  concentrate  on  providing  one  coin  from  each 
of  the  years  (1948  through  1963)  Franklin  halves  were  produced.  Once  this  year  set  is  completed, 
we  can  move  on  to  assemble  the  entire  collection. 

Now  is  a  great  time  to  begin  building  a  set  of  Franklin  half  dollars.  If  you  call  me  today  you 
can  be  admiring  and  enjoying  your  first  selections  in  just  a  few  days! 


Tom  Becker 
Sales  Director 


Corral  a  Beautiful  set  of  Buffalo  Nickels  for  as  Little  as  $150  per  Month! 


As  a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  you 
can  quickly  assemble  all  dates  and  mintmarks  of  Buffalo 
nickels  stuck  from  1934  through  1938.  Each  of  the  coins 
you’ll  receive  will  he  graded  MS'65  hy  PCGS. 

Buffalo  nickels  are  easily  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
ever  produced  and  these  coins  are  collected  in  all  grades.  But 
in  MS'65,  these  beautifully  designed  coins  are  an  absolute 
joy  to  own. 

Call  me  today  to  reserve  your  place  in  this  program.  Pm 
confident  you  will  he  delighted  with  every  monthly  seleC' 
tion  you  receive.  Once  we  have  completed  the  19 34' 19  38 
section  of  the  larger  collection,  we  can  proceed  backward 
and  acquire  additional  Buffalo  nickels. 


X 

V 


J  Intell^ 


Intelligently  Build  a  Beautiful  Set  of  Washington  Quarters  For  As  Little  As  $100  A  Month! 

Washington  quarters  have  been  produced  since  1932  making  this  one  of  the  longest  series  of  United 
States  coins.  This  circumstance  can  create  an  obstacle  lor  a  numismatist  who  doesn’t  wish  to  compromise 
quality  for  the  sake  of  completeness.  My  suggestion  would  be  to  avoid  the  costly  key  issues  in  the  series  hy 
building  a  year  set  that  includes  one  coin  to  represent  each  year  silver  Washington  quarters  were  produced. 
Having  pruned  the  set  down  to  only  32  coins  will  allow  you  to  obtain  exceptional  quality  ( MS'65  or  better) 
at  quite  affordable  prices.  Once  the  year  set  of  1932-1964  issues  is  completed,  we  can  concentrate  on  other 
issues  in  the  silver  series  or  continue  with  the  year  set  and  include  the  1965  to  date  issues. 

Each  of  the  coins  you  receive  will  be  brilliant  and  exhibit  exceptional  lustre.  I’m  certain  you  will  he 
amazed  at  how  quickly  your  well  matched  set  will  begin  to  take  form.  Coins  that  meet  our  strict 
requirements  are  in  short  supply.  Therefore,  I  must  limit  participation  in  this  program  to  the  first  25 
collectors  who  call  to  reserve  their  place  in  the  program. 


Quickly  Assemble  a  MS'66  Grade  Set  of  Roosevelt  Dimes  For  As  Little  As  $100  A  Month! 


In  my  opinion,  building  a  set  of  MS-66  or  better  Roosevelt  dimes 
housed  in  PCGS  holders  is  an  underrated  task.  Roosevelt  dimes  in 
Uncirculated  condition  are  not  rare,  hut  most  of  these  coins  are  found 
with  blemishes  that  disqualify  them  as  MS-66  or  better  quality.  Supplies 
of  top  quality  coins  are  further  limited  because  relatively  few  Roosevelt 
dimes  are  submitted  to  PCGS  for  grading. 

I  can  help  you  to  quickly  build  a  PCGS  graded  Roosevelt  dime 
collection  because  I’m  in  close  contact  with  the  primary  dealers  who 
submit  these  coins  to  PCGS.  Thanks  to  this  association.  Pm  given  the  first 
opportunity  to  pick  the  finest  quality  coins  as  they  arrive  from  the  grading 
service.  Sign  up  for  this  program  today  and  begin  receiving  beautiful  coins 
in  exceptional  condition. 
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Morgan  Dollars — ZOth-Century  Year  Set - 

During  the  20th  century,  Morgan  dollars  were  minted  in  only 
five  years.  It  might  seem  acquiring  only  one  coin  to  represent  each 
year  of  production  would  he  a  simple  task.  Not  so  if  your  goal  is  to 
obtain  carefully  selected  examples  graded  hy  PCGS  and  found  in 
MS-65  condition. 

Each  month,  participants  in  this  program  will  receive  a  fully  brilliant 
coin  of  premium  quality  for  the  grade. 

Once  this  small  and  interesting  set  is  completed  you  can  add 
other  Morgan  dollars  to  your  collection  or  begin  an  entirely 
different  challenge. 


The  Peace  Dollar  Year  Set - 

It  takes  only  10  coins  to  assemble  a  complete  collection  to  illustrate 
those  years  in  which  Peace  dollars  were  made.  But  if  you  set  high 
standards  and  only  collect  coins  of  outstanding  quality,  building  this 
tidy  set  can  become  quite  an  enjoyable  challenge. 

In  my  opinion,  the  MS-64  grade  offers  the  best  overall  combination 
of  quality  and  price. 

While  participating  at  the  $200  per  month  level  is  recommended,  for 
as  little  as  $100  per  month  we  can  begin  working  together  to  build  a 
beautiful  collection  of  these  popular  coins. 

Once  the  year  set  has  been  completed  you  may  decide  to  expand  the 
collection  or  move  on  to  another  project. 


Call  1-800-222-5993  to  start  your  Collection  Portfolio  Program  today! 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


MS-t>5  (FVX^S).  A  spectacular  gem  with 

tullv  hnlliant  white  lustre .  D 

WST'D  NtS'65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
satiny  lustre,  .^n  attractive  gem .  39 

1958  MS'65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

hnlliant  white  lustre .  39 

1959  MS'66  (NGC).  This  is  a  splendid  gem  with 

tully  brilliant  lustre . 99 

1959  MS'65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  nut' 

standing  eye  appeal .  39 

1960  MS'66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 99 

1960  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  gem  with  very  slightly 

reflective  fields .  39 

1960'D  MS'66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 

example  that  is  sure  to  please . 89 

1960'D  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
frosty  lustre  and  just  a  hint  of  toning .  39 

1961  Proot'68  (PCGS).  A  superb  Proof  with 

brilliant  mirrored  surfaces . 49 

1962  Proof'69  (PCGS).  An  amazing  gem  Proof 

with  deep  mirrored  fields  and  very  light 
cameo  contrast . 99 

1963  Proof'69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is 

an  absolutely  spectacular  Proof  with  excep' 
tional  cameo  contrast.  The  devices  are  highly 
lustrous  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Virtual 
perfection  for  your  type  collection .  550 

1963  MS'66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

satiny  surfaces .  79 

1963  MS'66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  fully 
brilliant  white  lustre .  79 

1963  MS'65  (PCGS).  This  hnlliant  gem  has 

fully  lustrous  silvery  white  surfaces .  39 

1963'D  MS'65  (PCGS).  Sharply  stmck  and  fully 
lustrous .  39 

1964  MS'66  (NGC).  An  exceptional,  lustrous 

gem . 99 

1964  MS'66  (PCGS).  This  outstanding  gem  has 

satiny  white  surfaces . 99 

1964  MS'65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre .  39 

1964'D  MS'66  (NGC).  An  impressiv'e  gem  with 

a  whisper  of  toning .  79 

1964'D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  79 

1964'D  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  39 

1966  SMS  MS'67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
with  reflective  fields  and  sharp  design  fea' 
tures.  This  is  as  close  to  a  Proof  1966  quarter 

as  you  will  find .  59 

1999'S  superb  gem  Proof  fivc'piece  State  quat' 
ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Sib 

ver.  Pr(X)f'69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  195 

ZOOO'P  and  D  1 0'piece  State  quarter  .set.  MS'66 
(P(JGS).  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia. 
Attractive  examples  of  each  state,  from  both 

Philatielphia  and  Denver .  189 

2000'! )  Virginia.  Struck  10%  (Off'Center  at  8:00. 
M'S'hO.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  state 
quarter  error  collector .  165 


2000'S  superb  gem  Proof  five'piece  State  quat' 
ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Maryland,  Massachu' 
setts,  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and 
Virginia.  Silver.  Proot'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  189 

2001'Pand  D  lO'piece  State  quarter  set.  MS'66 
(PCGS).  Kentucky,  New  York,  North  CarO' 
lina,  Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont.  Examples 
of  each  state,  from  both  Philadelphia  and 

Denver .  189 

2001 'S  superb  gem  Proof  five  piece  State  quat' 
ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Kentucky,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont. 
Silver.  Proof'69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  189 

MINT  ERRORS 

Going!  Going!  Almost  (but  not  quite)  gone! 
We  still  have  a  few  New  Hampshire  state 
quarter  mint  errors  available  from  a  collection 
we  purchased  not  so  long  ago.  These  are  favot' 
ites  for  us,  given  our  location  here  in  New 
Hampshire,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England. 
We  are  delighted  to  make  these  available. 

Of  course,  we  like  to  think  that  everyone 
would  want  to  own  one  of  these  exciting  errors. 
As  time  passes  and  more  and  more  states  issue 
quarters,  the  New  Hampshire  errors  will  become 
ever  more  widely  scattered  and  hard  to  find.  Once 
this  little  “hoard”  is  sold,  we  have  no  clue  as  to 
how  we  could  ever  replace  our  holding!  Dave 
Bowers  bought  one,  and  perhaps  you  should,  too! 

And  each  quarter  has  the  really  meaningful 
motto  of  our  state — not  something  pithy,  not 
something  Latiny  that  no  one  can  understand — 


but  down  to  earth,  unchanged  since  colonial 
times:  LIVE  EREE  OR  DIE. 

By  the  way,  recent  statistics  showed  that  our 
state  had  the  highest  growth  rate  (nearly  2%)  of 
any  New  England  state  last  year,  and  also  has  the 
lowest  unemployment  rate.  Among  all  states. 
New  Hampshire  has  the  lowest  total  tax  burden, 
except  for  Alaska.  However,  don’t  all  rush  to 
move  here  (try  Oregon  or  Colorado  instead?). 

2000'P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  Off'Center 
at  12:00.  MS'63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  179 
2000'P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off'Center. 
MS'66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  89 
2000'P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off'Center. 
MS'65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  79 
2000'P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off'Center. 
MS'64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  69 

Best  Buy 

2000'D  New  Hampshire  State  Quarters 
Struck  5  to  10%  Off-center 
2000'D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  Off-cen¬ 
ter.  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant 
with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  These  are 
non-certified  with  grades  of  MS'64  to  MS'65, 
or  perhaps  finer.  A  large  quantity  of  these  were 
included  in  the  collection  we  acquired.  As  we 
go  to  press,  fewer  than  30  remain!  We  will  be 
delighted  to  pick  out  the  finest  available  quab 
ity,  just  for  you,  so  be  sure  to  order  quickly!  $49 
each,  or  10  (in  this  way  you  can  keep  the 
hoarders  from  getting  them!)  for . 465 
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The  States  Quarters  Error  Collection 
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We  invite  you  to  join  one  of  our  most  popular  new  programs — The  State 
Quarters  Error  Collection.  For  as  little  as  $100  per  month  you  can  begin 
assembling  an  unusual  and  spectacular  collection.  And,  as  the  issuance  of  state 
quarters  has  just  begun,  you  can  look  forward  to  a  fabulous  assortment  of 
“mistakes”  created  during  the  minting  process,  a  collection  that  may  he 
difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  duplicate. 

As  a  participant  in  this  program,  you  will  he  given  the  first  opportunity  to 
acquire  the  pieces  that  come  our  way.  And,  as  an  added  incentive  to  join  this 
exciting  program,  we  will  include  a  2000-D  New  Hampshire  quarter,  struck  5- 
10%  off  center,  regularly  sold  at  $49,  at  the  very  special  price  of  just  $35.  This 
special  coin  will  get  your  collection  off  to  a  roaring  start. 

(Participation  in  this  program  is  limited  to  the  first  100  collectors  who  join.) 
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Rare  Coin  Review  *'146 


I INITED  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  in  this  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Rericu’ 
commences  with  a  liighly  affordable  1 795  and 
continues  to  include  Capped  Bust,  Liberty 
Seared  and  then  onward  to  the  Barber  and  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  series.  Our  listing  offers  many 
oppcirtunities.  New  purchases  abound! 

Half  Dollar  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Includes  much  on  half  dollars.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR'764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  By  A1  C. 
Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley.  The  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  senes,  a  “must  have”  hook.  Photographs  of 
die  varieties  included  new  discovery  pieces  and  are 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100.  List  $59.95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenhaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  senes; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars.  By 
Rick  Tomaska.  The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by-date  analy¬ 
sis,  plus  grading  information,  rarity  estimates,  and 
more.  240  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BTO-100.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book.  By  James  Wiles, 
Ph.D.  Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  including 
repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications,  major  die 
breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No.  BWI-202.  List  $40,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95, 
befote  your  discount. 

EARLY  HALF  DOLLARS 

1795  Overton- 110.  F-IZ  (PCGS).  Deep  gray 
with  choice  surfaces.  Very  slightly  lighter 

devices .  1,195 

1795  0-112.  Doubled  Date.  VG-7.  Medium 
gray  with  faint  blue  toning  and  amber  periph¬ 
eral  iridescence.  The  date  is  sharply  doubled 
below .  895 

1806  Pointed  6,  No  Stem  through  Claw.  0-109. 

VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with  at¬ 
tractive  rose  and  gold  toning.  Traces  of  lus¬ 
tre  remain .  325 

1807  Draped  Bust.  0-103.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Although  very  weakly  struck,  this  is  a  desir¬ 
able  example  with  traces  of  lustre.  A  tiny  rim 
bruise  is  visible  at  5:30  on  the  obverse.  495 

Pleasing  1807  Draped  Bust  Half  Dollar 
1 807  Draped  Bust.  O- 1 05.  AU-50.  Very  slight 
toning  over  evenly  worn  anti  appealing  sur- 
Hces .  1,995 


1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Deep  gray  with  peripheral  gold  toning.  An 
attractive  example  with  traces  of  lustre.  785 

CAPPED  Bust  Half  Dollars 

Important  1807  50/20  Half  Dollar 
1807  Capped  Bust.  50/20.  0-112.  AU-50 
(ANACS).  Bluntly  struck  as  often  seen, 
however,  with  considerable  lustre  and  choice 
surfaces.  A  wash  of  champagne  tcining  is  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  A  popular 
die  blunder  with  the  denomination  incor- 
tectly  entered,  then  corrected  by  over  punch¬ 
ing  with  the  proper  figure .  1 ,899 

1821  0-103.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Attractive  two- 
tone  appearance  with  deep  gray  fields  and 

light  gray  devices .  50 

1823  Normal  Date.  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Sharply  struck  with  deep  gold  and  heather 
toning  over  satiny  lustre.  A  candidate  for 

your  type  set .  439 

1829/7  Overdate.  0-102.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Highly  attractive  and  sharply  struck  with 
ivory  lustre  and  hints  of  peripheral  iridescent 
toning .  1,295 


Choice  1830  Half  Dollar 


1830  Small  0.  0-101.  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly 

lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  warm  golden 
brown  toning.  A  lovely  example .  2,495 

1831  0-104-  VF-35  (PCGS).  Choice  light  gray 

surfaces.  A  wonderful  example  for  your  type 
collection .  89 

1832  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lusttous  and 

sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 359 

1834  Large  Recut  Date,  Small  Letters.  0-102. 
EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  iridescent  toning  with 
traces  of  lustre . 99 

Choice  Mint  State  1836  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge 
1836  0-114.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  ivory  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  pale 
gold  toning .  1,950 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DOLLARS 

t'lur  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
includes  choice  and  interesting  Mint  State  i.ssues 
and  popular  types. 


1842  Medium  Relaunched  Date.  Wilev  Bmiert- 

106.  AU-55  (ANACS).  A  well  .truck  ex 
ample.  Plea.sant  medium  gray  and  iridescent 
toning .  379 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  at¬ 

tractive  light  amber  toning  over  slightly  re¬ 
flective  fields .  239 

1845  AU-58  (NGC).  A  well  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant  example,  slightly  reflective.  Only  a 
touch  of  friction  on  the  high  points .  715 

Desirable  Mint  State  1850  Half  Dollar 


1850  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  stnick  example 
of  this  scarce  date  with  brilliant  ivory  lustre, 
slightly  reflective  fields,  and  lovely  gold  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders .  3,150 

Choice  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  Half  Dollar 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This 

choice  Mint  State  example  is  most  impres¬ 
sive  with  extremely  sharp  design  features  and 
brilliant  silvery  lustre.  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  type  collectot,  tepresenting  the 
only  year  of  this  design .  3,895 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50.  Pleasing  with  light  silver 

surfaces  and  faint  peripheral  toning .  255 

1854-0  Attows.  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned 
with  considerable  remaining  lustre.  A  choice 
example  with  even  wear .  329 

Choice  Mint  State  1855  Half  Dollar 


1855  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCJGS).  Fullv  brilliant 
with  frosty  silver  surfaces.  Shaq''lv  stnick  ,ind 
highly  attractive.  This  PhiLuielphia  Mint  is 
sue  is  much  more  elusive  th.in  the  New 
leans  issue  of  the  same  year .  2,3^“' 
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ISSS-O  Arrows.  MS'61  (NCiC).  Sharply 
struck  with  frosty  white  lustre.  The  final  digit 
Is  recut  at  outer  right  cur\  e .  775 

1S55-0  Arrows.  .AU-55  (PCCjS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample,  sharply  struck,  with  light  toning  over 
pale  silvery  gray  surfaces.  Considerable  lustre 
remains .  M5 

1856-S  EF-40.  .An  important  opportunity  for  the 
date  collector  or  specialist.  This  is  a  pleasing 
light  gray  example  with  choice  surfaces. 465 

1858  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pleasing  deep  gray  with  a 
natural  appearance.  Some  lustre  remains  be¬ 
neath  the  toning .  219 

1858  AU-50.  Attractive  and  sharply  struck 
with  ivory  lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent 
toning .  159 

1860- 0  AU-58  (AN  ACS).  This  is  an  outstand¬ 

ing  example  with  sharp  design  features  and 
deep  iridescent  toning .  239 

1861- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  superb  example 

with  brilliant  lustre  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  An  important  issue  represent¬ 
ing  the  end  of  coinage  at  New  Orleans  until 
1879.  This  intermission  was  due  to  the  Civil 
War . 639 

1866  With  Motto.  WB-103.  MS-61 

(ANACS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous 
with  faint  blue  and  iridescent  toning  along 
the  obverse  border  at  left .  795 

1873  Arrows.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
Proof  with  exceptionally  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments.  Deep  mirrored  fields  are  partly  sub¬ 
dued  by  very  light  champagne  toning.  1,1 39 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray 

with  very  minor  abrasions  typical  of  the 
grade .  295 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  splendid 

specimen  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  tor  the  date  or  type  collector .  1,195 

1877-S  AU-58.  A  pleasing  example  for  your  type 
set.  Sharply  struck  with  silvery  white  surfaces 
and  virtually  complete  lustre .  179 

Barber  Half  Dollars 


1893  F-12.  Natural  medium  gray  with  iridescent 
toning .  55 

Outstanding  Gem  1897-S  Half  Dollar 


1897-S  .MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
spectacular  example  of  this  rarity  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  f3<)rh  obverse  and  reverse  are  fully 
prooflike  with  cameo  contrast,  ami  extremely 
sharp  design  features.  Although  the  mintage 


of  just  under  one  million  coins  does  not  im¬ 
mediately  identify  this  as  a  rare  date,  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors  know  that  gem  Mint  State 
examples  are  few  and  tar  between.  ..  1 1,500 
1901-S  VG-8.  A  desirable  example  with  medium 

gray  surfaces .  35 

1902  AU-53  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample . 269 

1908  AU-58  (NGC).  A  wasp  of  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  and  attractive  surfaces.  A 

nice  choice  kir  the  type  collector .  339 

1908-D  F-12.  Pleasing  medium  gray . 29 

1910  AU-58  (NGC).  An  elusive  issue;  much 
scarcer  than  generally  believed.  This  ex¬ 
ample  has  lovely  silver  lustre  w  ith  excellent 

eye  appeal .  525 

1914  G-6.  Pleasing  and  natural  medium  gray.  39 

LIBERTY  WALKING 
HALF  DOLLARS 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to 
redesign  the  current  American  silver  coinage, 
which  consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and 
halt  dollar  (the  silver  dollar  not  having  been 
coined  since  1904).  Instead  of  relying  upon  the 
Mint’s  engraving  staff,  invitations  were  set  out  to 
leading  sculptors  and  artists,  following  a  trend 
that  had  been  initiated  by  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  arranged  with 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the  coin¬ 
age.  After  that  time,  private  artists  produced  a 
variety  of  issues,  including  the  1908  quarter 
eagle  and  halt  eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909 
Lincoln  cent  (Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the 
1913  “Buffalo”  nickel  (James  Earle  Fraser).  By 
1916  the  Mint  also  had  utilized  artists  from  the 
private  sector  to  do  certain  Panama-Pacific  In¬ 
ternational  Exposition  coins,  most  notably 
Robert  Aitken’s  work  on  the  immense  $50  oc¬ 
tagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver 
coin  competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil — whose 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was 
chosen  and  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter 
artist  designed  the  “Mercury”  dime  and  the 
present  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

Ever  since  this  time,  these  coins  have  been 
numismatic  favorites. 

And,  if  you  really  like  these,  how  about  sign¬ 
ing  up  with  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  to 
buy  these  on  approval  from  us  via  regular  ship¬ 
ments?  In  the  wide  world  of  collectibles,  few 
enjoyments  match  the  pleasure  of  opening  a 
package  of  “goodies”  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries! 


Choice  1916-S  Liberty  VV'alking  Half  Dollar 
Rarest  Variety  of  the  Year 


1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  wisps  of  champagne  toning.  In 
Mint  State  this  western  Mint  issue  is  far  and 
away  the  rarest  variety  of  the  year.  If  this 
is  on  your  “want  list,”  your  search  for  a 
really  attractive  specimen  ends  right  here. 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  quality  per¬ 
sonified!  . 2,895 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac  and  bright  elec¬ 
tric  blue  iridescence  gathers  at  the  rims.  A 
satiny  gem  with  matte  like  surfaces  that  are 
typical  for  the  date .  895 

1917- D  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  of  this  popular  issue  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  hints  of  champagne  toning.  A  scarcer 
issue  always  in  demand .  1,195 


Important  1921  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Philadelphia  Mintage 


1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  half  dol¬ 
lar  has  nearly  complete  silvery  white  lustre 
with  pleasing  surfaces.  A  key  date  and  always 
in  demand  in  high  quality  circulated  grades. 
Just  246,000  were  struck .  2,950 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant.  This  is  an  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  and  is  sure  to  please . 439 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  sharply  struck  example  with  frosty  sur¬ 
faces .  3 1 9 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 85 

1936  MS'64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 89 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with 
fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  Although  a  small 
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niiinbor  i)t  MS'67  examples  liave  lieen  certi- 
tieJ  by  PCCiS,  we  canmir  imagine  any  with 

greater  aesthetic  appeal .  795 

1936'S  MS'65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  shaiyily 
stnick  with  cnnsiderable  aesthetic  appeal.  495 

1937  Proof'64  (PCUS).  A  lovely  Proof  for  your 

date  or  type  collection.  This  example  has 
attractive  mirrored  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning .  785 

1937'S  MS'64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  a  hint  of  attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  245 

1938  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  with 

brilliant,  frosty  lustre .  289 

1938'D  MS'64  (PCGS).  This  choice  example 
has  sharp  design  elements  with  outstanding, 
frosty  white  lustre  with  hints  of  toning  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  has  satiny,  almost  proof- 

like  fields . 649 

I938'D  AU'55.  Considerable  lustre  is  present 
with  a  wisp  of  light  golden  toning.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  is¬ 
sue . 295 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

soft  frosty  white  lustre .  145 

1940  MS'66  (NGC).  A  wonderful  gem  with  at¬ 
tractive  ivory  lustre  and  faint  peripheral  gold 
toning .  199 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  faint  champagne  toning .  59 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  exceptional  Proof 

with  fully  mirrored  fields  and  faint  toning.  A 
delightful  addition  to  your  cabinet  is  just  a 
phone  call  away .  399 

1941  MS'64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre .  55 

1941'S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal.  An  outstanding 
example  with  above  average  design  defini¬ 
tion . 1,175 

1941'S  MS'64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  white  lustre .  219 

1941'S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 
satiny  silver  lustre .  219 

1942  MS-66.  Brilliant  and  attractive  with  sharp 
design  elements  and  frosty  white  lustre.  209 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  subliminal  toning .  109 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 45 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

exceptional  brilliant  white  lustre .  259 

1942-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive 
with  frosty  silver  lustre  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  105 

1942-1')  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  hrilliant  lustre  and  splashes  of  toning  on 

the  reverse .  79 

1942-S  MS'65  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  satiny 
lustre  anil  brilliant  surfaces.  Above  average 
strike  for  this  issue .  599 

1943  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  shaqily  struck 

with  exceptional  frosty  white  lustre .  199 


1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  1  lighly  lustrous  wtth  bril¬ 
liant  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  109 

1943  MS'64  (PCGS).  Brtlliant  and  lustrous.  A 

sharply  struck  example . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  soft,  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

Enjoy  LiEerty  Walkinj'  half  dollars?  Collecting 
them  is  a  pleasure  when  you  huy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  look  “Beyond  the  grading  num- 
her”  and  acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing  and 
among  the  finest  in  their  grade  categories.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we  have  helped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
collections  ever  assembled. 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  slight  golden 

toning  adds  to  the  positive  appeal  of  this 
gem . 379 

1944  MS'65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

satiny  surfaces .  159 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  white  lustre .  239 

1944'D  MS'65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  exceptional  lustre .  1 39 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  w'e  have  the  nicest  qtudity 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollars  anywhere  in 
the  country.  It  you  like  “high-end”  pieces,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

1944'D  MS'64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  79 

1944'D  MS'63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  white  lustre .  59 

1945  MS'65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just 

a  wisp  of  light  toning .  119 

1945  MS-63  (NGC).  Choice  quality  with  frosty 

white  lustre . 44 

1945'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  satiny  lustre.  The  obverse  has  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning  while  the  reverse  is  mostly 
brilliant .  195 

1945- D  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  129 

1945'D  MS'64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 62 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  gem 
has  frosty  white  lustre  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  Outstanding  quality  for  this  issue.  A 
candidate  for  the  PCGS  Set  Registry  collec¬ 
tor . 845 

1945-S  MS'65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Shaqsly  struck 
with  frosty  white  lustre .  169 

1945- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

highly  lustrous  white  surfaces . 49 

1946  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  white  lustre .  209 

1946  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  ...  59 
1946  MS'64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  frosty  white  lustre .  59 

1946- D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 

outstanding  white  lustre .  239 

1946'D  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive  gem .  109 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example 
with  brilliant  lustre .  1  39 


1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  out^tandlng  example 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  229 

1947'D  MS-65  (NC3CJ).  Highly  attractive  with 
outstanding  white  lustre .  1 19 

1947- 13  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive 

with  subliminal  toning .  59 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Franklin  halves  is  quite  ex¬ 
tensive.  If  you  are  seeking  quality  and  value, 
you  will  find  it  here.  In  recent  years  this  series 
has  attracted  many  new  enthusiasts,  quite  a  few 
of  whom  have  begun  and  completed  their  sers 
right  here! 

1948  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 

example  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  satiny  white  surfaces .  59 

1948- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  hint  of  champagne  toning.  269 

1948- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre .  59 

Attractive  1949-D  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1949- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  surfaces .  1 ,875 

1949-D  MS'64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre. 
An  excellent  combination  of  quality  and 

value . 285 

1949'S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  exceptional  eye  appeal .  1 59 

1949- S  MS'64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  tnitstanding  white  lustre .  275 

1950  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  superb  example  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  lustrous  devices  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  This  is  the  first  Franklin  half 
dollar  issue  in  Proof,  and  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  with  cameo  contrast.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  Franklin  half  dollar  afi¬ 
cionado .  1,375 

1950  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS) . 99 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

sharply  struck  with  frosty  lustre .  1  39 

1951  MS'65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  319 

1 95 1  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces . 89 

1951- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  white  lustre . 99 

1951-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue .  1,295 

195 1'S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
with  brilliant  lustre  and  partially  visible  bell 

lines  on  the  reverse . 95 

1951-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  sharply  struck.  An  excellent  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  \  alue .  179 

1952  Proof-67  (PCC3S).  This  superb  Proof  h.ts 

exceptional  mirrored  surfaces  with  .i  high 
degree  of  aesthetic  ai^'peal.  Quahtv  that  vou 
will  be  delighted  with .  S75 
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W^2  MS'b5  FBL  (IXXIS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
>truck  with  tnvstv  white  surfaces .  219 

1952  MS'(>t  FBL  lI\X5S).  A  wniulertul  example 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 65 

1952'n  MS'64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  attrac¬ 
tive  example  for  your  collection .  75 

Lustrous  1952-S  Franklin  Flalf  Dollar 

1952'S  MS-65  PBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare 
in  lower  grades  or  if  indifferently  struck,  but 
with  Full  Bell  Lines  it’s  a  different  story!  A 
/irul  tor  the  specialist .  1,350 

1952- S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
opfKirtunity  to  fill  this  hole  in  yout  collection. 
Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  white  lustre. ...  295 

1953  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  frosty,  fully  brilliant  lustre. 
This  is  an  extremely  difficult  issue  to  locate, 
and  is  consideted  by  specialists  to  be  the  rat- 
est  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  with  full  bell 
lines .  1,295 

1953  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  175 

1953- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces . 69 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceedingly  impor¬ 

tant  opportunity.  This  example  is  fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  nearly  full  bell  lines  at  a  fraction  of 
the  price . 69 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

deeply  mirrored  fields  and  attractive  cameo 
contrast .  1,395 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with 
frosty  devices .  119 

1954  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Full  brilliance 
and  a  beautiful  piece . 359 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  55 

1954- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 49 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gem  quality  with  frosty 
lustre . 69 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  frosty  white  lustre . 69 

1954-S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  12 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  with 

deeply  mirrored  surfaces  and  light  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  on  the  reverse  device .  199 

1955  Prtx)f-67  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 
brilliant  Proof  surfaces .  169 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 
with  highly  lustrous  portrait.  The  obverse  has 
heavy  cameo  contrast  while  the  teverse  is 
fully  brilliant .  169 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  The  popular  “Bugs 
Bunny”  variety,  .so  named  due  to  the  clash 
marks  located  exactly  in  front  of  Franklin’s 
mouth,  giving  the  appearance  of  protruding 
reerh,  much  like  the  familiar  cartixm  charac¬ 


ter .  795 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  329 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Attractive  with 

fr>.,ty  lustre .  47 


1956  Type  11.  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty 
white  devices  with  full  contrast  against  im¬ 
maculate  fields .  295 

1956  Type  11.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Heavily  frosted  devices  offset  from  reflective 
fields . 295 

1956  Type  11.  Proot-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  very  light  cameo  contrast . 99 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  btilliant  lustre . 45 

1957  Pri.x)f-68  (PCGS).  Fully  frosted  devices.  285 

While  we  have  a  fjreat  stock  ot  Franklin  half 
dollars,  it  will  help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have 
second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  tax,  or 
mail  your  order. 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example 
with  frosty  white  lustre . 45 

1957  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  atttac- 

tive .  19 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous .  45 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 

with  golden  brown  obverse  and  brilliant  re¬ 
verse . 99 

1958  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck . 45 

1958- D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 

tional  example  with  outstanding  eye  appeal. 
Light  ivory  lustre  is  highlighted  by  peripheral 
iridescence .  395 

1958- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre . 45 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

sharp  design  elements .  59 

1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 

attractive  example .  59 

1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Attractive  quality 

with  light  iridescent  toning .  59 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  57 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Extremely  at¬ 

tractive  and  sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
lustre . 89 

1961  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Exceptional 
quality  with  heavily  lustrous  obverse  device 
and  light  cameo  contrast  on  the  reverse.  99 

1961  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  superb  Proof  with 
brilliant  mirrored  surfaces . 69 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre .  129 

1961- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 975 

1961- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  brilliant  lustre .  99 

1962  Proot-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  79 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  189 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

gold  peripheral  toning .  350 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  attractive . 99 

1963  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  superb  brilliant  Proof 

with  obverse  cameo  contrast .  59 


1965  Proot-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Exceptional 
quality  with  nice  cameo  contrast  between 


mirrored  fields  and  lustrinis  devices .  75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Choice  quality  with 

lustrous  white  surfaces . 99 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  bril¬ 
liant . 29 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silvery 
Proof  surfaces  with  light  cameo  conttast.  225 

1964  Ptoof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive  with  light  cameo  contrast .  79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1973-S  Ptoof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  with  amazing  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 99 


Silver  Dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  col¬ 
lectors  have  turned  to  Bowets  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long¬ 
time  customers  know  that  when  quality  counts, 
they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars 
have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are 
justifiably  ptoud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  several 
early  issues,  then  onward  to  one  of  the  finest  of¬ 
ferings  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  made! 

Silver  Dollar  References: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  CoUmial  Coins.  One  of  the  best  silvet  dollar  source 
books — along  with  lots  ot  other  information.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stixk  No.  RRR-764.  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  The 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  Ry  Q.  David 
Rowers.  Take  a  voyage  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  de¬ 
livers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  100  biographies  of  numismatists.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RRM-407.  List  $69.95, 
before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  Quide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States.  Ry  Q.  David  Rowers. 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark.  304  pages,  illu.strated.  Softlxxind.  Stix:k  No. 
RRM-402.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Crime  of  1873  -  The  Comstock  Connection.  Ry 
Robert  Van  Ryzin.  Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  ep¬ 
och  in  western  history  -  life  in  the  silver  mines  ot 
Nevada’s  Comstock  Lode,  the  minting  ot  the  popular 
Carson  City  dollars,  and  much  more.  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  I  lardhound.  Stixk  No.  RVA-980.  List  $34.95, 
before  yixir  discount. 

Americu’.s  Silver  Dollars.  Edited  by  John  M 
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U NiTED  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Kleeherg.  Arricles  pertaining  to  silver  dollars  as  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society’s  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference.  127  pages,  illustrated. 
Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-211.  List  $25,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

Comprehensive  Catalog  ami  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  arid  Peace  Dollars.  By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
and  A.  George  Mallis.  A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  hook.  534  pages,  illustrated.  Softhound.  Stock 
No.  BVA'710.  List  $79.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys.  By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.L'),  and  Jeff  Oxman. 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular  Morgan  dollar 
varieties.  Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick” 
for  valuable  die  varieties.  137  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
hound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95,  before  your 
discount.  Also  available  in  Leatherette.  Stock  No. 
BEE-301.  List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softhound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Draped  Bust  dollars 


Desirable  1798  Heraldic  Eagle  Dollar 
1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Bowers  Borckardt'96, 
Bolender-B.  EE'40  (NGC).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  year  of  issue  tor  this  design 
type.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces  with 
slightly  lighter  devices.  This  is  a  choice  qual¬ 
ity  example  with  traces  of  lustre  visible  in  the 
protected  areas  around  the  devices.  Nicely 


“1804  DOLLAR” 
Appears! 

Boh  Chandler,  historian  of  the 
Wells  Fargo  Bank  Museum  in  San 
Francisco,  recently  sent  this  item 
from  the  San  Francisco  Alta  Cali' 
/omia,  July  13,  1881,  an  exchange 
item  from  the  Nashville  American: 

A  Very  Rare  Silver  DolLir 
“Mr.  S.L.  Cohen  bought  yester¬ 
day  a  United  States  silver  dollar  of 
1 804,  for  which  he  paid  $  1 50.  There 
are  only  eight  of  these  United  States 
dollars  of  this  date  in  existence 
known.  The  British  Museum  had 
one,  for  which  they  paid  $800.  There 
is  one  on  exhibit  in  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  The  coin  bought  by  Mr.  Co¬ 
hen  is  a  flying  eagle,  with  1  3  stars, 
and  on  the  reverse  side  the  Goddess 
of  Liberty  head,  with  flowing  hair, 
and  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preser¬ 
vation.  He  will  take  it  East  with  him 
shortly,  where  he  will  sell  it  at  a 
hand.some  profit.” 


centered  with  fully  defined  trhverse  and  re¬ 
verse  borders.  This  is  an  example  of  the 
Knobbed  9  date  style .  2,450 

Pleasing  1798  Heraldic  Eagle  Dollar 
1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  BB-124,  B-24.  VE-20 
(NGC).  Deep  grayish  brown  toning  with 
slightly  lighter  devices.  Pleasing  surfaces 
with  only  a  few  very  minor  imperfections. 
This  is  an  attractive  example  that  is  sure  to 
please .  1,575 


Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1799/8  15  Stars  Reverse.  BB-141,  B-3.  AU- 
50.  Mottled  light  gray  and  lilac  with  attrac¬ 
tive,  lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding 
example  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully 
defined  obverse  and  reverse  borders.  .  3,750 
1799  BB-157,  B-5.  F-15  (ANACS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  light  gray  example  with  a  planchet 
flaw  at  3:30.  An  example  for  your  date  or 
type  collection .  1,095 

Attractive  1799  Silver  Dollar 
1799  BB-168,  B-22.  VE-25  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  deep  gray  and  steel  sur¬ 
faces,  lighter  on  the  devices.  This  die 
marriage  is  instantly  recognized  by  the  bisect¬ 
ing  die  crack  on  the  reverse,  horizontally 
from  9:00  to  3:00 .  1,750 


Lustrous  1800  Silver  Dollar 


1800  BB-192,  B-19.  AU-53.  Light  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  faint  amber  toning,  especially  on 
the  high  points  of  the  reverse  design.  A  few 
minor  surface  imperfections  are  noted.  This 
is  a  pleasing  example  with  considerable  re¬ 
maining  lustre.  tJivcn  the  current  market 
conditions  for  early  dollars,  this  represents  an 
important  opportunity .  5,750 


1802  VE-20  Dollar 

1802  BB-241,  B-6.  VE-20  (ANACS).  Pleas, ng 
pewter  gray  surfaces  with  some  golden  high¬ 
lights .  1,775 

GOBRECHT  DOLLAR 


Attractive  1836Gobrecht  Dtillar 


1836  judd'60.  Restrike.  Proof-50  (PtJGS). 
Light  hairlines  over  reflective  silver  surfaces, 
cleaned  in  the  past  and  riow  beginning  to 
acquire  natural  gold  toning,  visible  along  the 
border.  Die  alignment  IV  with  the  eagle  fly¬ 
ing  level  in  respect  to  the  horizimtal  axis  of 
the  obverse . 8,450 

Gohrechr  dollars  arc  idenntied  hy,  among  other 
factors,  four  ditferent  die  alignments.  These  are  signi¬ 
fied  hy  the  eagle  flying  cithet  level  or  upward,  with 
respect  to  the  horizontal  or  vertical  axis  of  the  obverse. 
It’s  almost  enough  to  make  your  head  spin.  There  is, 
how’ever,  an  easier  way.  Simply  determine  which  two 
letters  on  the  reverse  are  exactly  opposite  Miss  Liberty's 
head.  Die  Alignment  1  has  Liberty’s  head  opposite  IX'I 
of  DOLLAR.  Die  Alignment  11  has  Liberty’s  head 
opposite  ES  of  STATES.  Die  Alignment  111  has  Liberty’s 
head  opposite  NE  of  ONE.  Finally,  Die  Alignment  IV 
has  Liberty’s  head  opposite  OF. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLAR 

1842  AU-50  (PCGS).  Unifnrm  light  tt>  me¬ 
dium  gray-gold  toning  over  problem  free  sur¬ 
faces.  For  the  collector  who  desires  the 
increasingly  difficult  to  find  natural  looking 
coins . 695 


Desirable  Mint  State  1862  Dollar 


1862  MS-60  (SEC3S).  Highly  lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive  with  silver\'  white  .surfaces.  Tins  is  .m 
extremely  impeirtant  opportunity  tor  the  sjx'- 
cialist.  Civil  \X'ar  era  Liberty  Seated  dt'll.irs 
in  Mint  State  quality  are  tew  and  t,u  he 
tween .  2,950 


RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #146 


41 


margh/Aprh  av.' 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


IS6^  EF-4S.  A  delighthil  light  grav  example 
with  very  taint  j'>eripheral  toning.  Traces  of 
lu>tre  remain  visible.  A  very  scarce  Civil  War 
issue . 975 


Choice  1871  Seated  Dollar 


1871  MS'64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  tor  the  date  specialist  or  type  collector. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  outstanding 
ivory  lustre  with  frosty  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck  with  even  most  of  the  star  details  fully 
defined.  While  considered  a  common  date, 
this  is  among  the  top  quality  circulation 
strike  examples  surviving  today.  PCGS  has 
only  certified  five  examples  at  the  higher 
MS-65  grade  level . 6,945 

Mint  State  1873  Seated  Dollar 


1873  Seated.  MS'62  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  ptooflike  fields  and  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  A  few  minor  hairlines  are  present, 
keeping  this  from  the  choice  category.  2,350 
1873  Seated.  AU'58  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  virtually  complete  ivory  lustre 
and  lovely  iridescent  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  both  obverse  and  reverse.  An  elusive 
issue  in  higher  quality . 950 

MORGAN  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indi.sputahle  world’s  leader — or  at 
least  we  think  we  are — when  it  comes  to  buying 
rare  quality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Read,  study, 
and  critique  the  following  listing  and  you  will 
agree  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest  selections  of 
.Murgan  dollars  we  have  offered  in  recent  times. 

(Jheck  out  our  current  selection,  then  call 
our  Rare  f dun  Gallery — the  term  for  the  “in¬ 
ventory  department”  of  our  business — and  “talk 
oin‘."  with  Tom  Becker  and  Saudi  Scott  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line.  Years  ago,  Tom  was  a 


“Young  Numismatist”  in  the  ANA  program  of 
the  same  name — this  was  in  the  1970s — and 
since  then,  numismatics  has  been  his  love  and 
career.  And,  Sandi  has  been  at  the  game  a  few 
years,  too,  and  has  seen  a  lot  of  nice  coins  in 
her  time. 

Just  a  few  days  aftet  you  place  yout  ordet 
(even  quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  delivery; 
ask  about  the  details),  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
Morgan  dollars  you’ve  ever  seen  will  he  arriving 
in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may 
he  several  coins  “deep”  in  inventory,  while  some 
of  the  rare  dates  listed  may  he  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  stock.  Our  best  advice  is  to  otder  early  to  he 
assured  of  your  selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the 
most  widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In 
tact,  among  19th  (and  early  20th)  century  series, 
they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they 
should  he!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and  mints  com¬ 
prises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins,  most  of  which 
are  available  in  attractive  Mint  State  grades  for 
less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  with 
some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot  less . 

A  truly  knou’ledgeahle  numismatist  typically 
seeks  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  There  may 
be  no  better  place  in  numismatics  than  the 
Morgan  dollar  series  when  it  comes  to  value 
and  quality.  For  instance,  a  complete  collec¬ 
tion,  including  one  of  each  date  and  mint  of 
Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  for  most 
collectors,  the  major  “stopper”  being  the  1895 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin.  If  you 
modify  your  goal  to  include  one  of  each  date 
and  mint  actually  struck  for  circulation,  you  can 
readily  put  together  an  absolutely  complete  set. 
Many  collectors  purchase  as  many  of  the  dates 
as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State,  and  then  add 
the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and 
1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades. 
With  so  many  options  available,  is  it  any  won¬ 
der  that  Morgan  dollars  are  so  popular? 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  slightly 
prooflike  obverse.  Very  faint  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  is  visible  on  the  obverse .  319 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63 
(NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant 

lustre .  79 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  white  lustte .  145 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Choice  quality  with  delightful  sil¬ 
very  white  lustte .  359 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  PL 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  prooflike  fields 

and  light  cameo  conttast .  245 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with  brilliant 
white  lustre .  215 


1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 
satiny  white  obverse.  The  reverse  has  vivid 


amber  and  iridescent  toning . 225 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre .  56 


1879  MS'65  (PCGS).  An  elusive  issue  in  gem 
quality.  This  example  is  fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  white  lustre  and  exceptional  aesthetic 

appeal . 975 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  This  is 
a  wonderful  example  with  very  light  gold 
toning  strictly  confined  to  the  obverse  and 

reverse  rims .  395 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharp  impression 
with  brilliant  lustre . 55 


Cameo  Proof  1880  Morgan  Dollar 


1880  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ab¬ 
solutely  wonderful  Proof  with  bright  surfaces 
and  hints  of  very  light  toning.  Considetable 
cameo  contrast  is  visible,  especially  on  the 
obverse . 3,395 

Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  1880  Morgan  Dollar 
1880  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mir¬ 
rored  fields  with  wonderfully  frosty  de¬ 
vices . 1,575 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  desirable  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  159 

1880-S  Second  8  over  7.  MS-66  PL  (PCGS). 
A  stunning  prooflike  gem  example  of  this 
scarce  variety.  Fully  brilliant  with  outstand¬ 
ing  eye  appeal . 975 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre .  219 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1880- S  MS-63.  Btilliant . 35 

1881- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre .  645 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of 

lilac  along  the  reverse  border .  219 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1881-S  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant .  79 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1881-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  attractive  piece  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 69 
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RARHCGIN  RHV1HW*146 


by  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 


Coin  Quiz 


9.  The  PhilaJelphiH  Highway  (Join 
Find  of  the  1970s,  which  Eric  Newman 
and  Peter  Gaspar  published  in  the  paties 
of  The  Numismatist,  was  discovered 
when  a  new  interstate  hifthway  was 
constructed  in  one  of  the  city’s  oldest 
neighborhoods.  What  did  it  contain? 
a.  French  coinv 
h.  counterfeits 

c.  halt  dime  die  varieties 

d.  Vermont  coppers 


1.  John  Kleeberg,  former  curator  at 
the  ANS,  has  expressed  the  (sensible) 
idea  that  the  1793  Strawberry  Leaf 
cents  are  actually  contemporary  coun¬ 
terfeits,  which  has  brought  forth  some 
controversy.  The  sprig  over  the  date  has 
also  been  the  source  of  controversy.  To¬ 
day  Strawberry  Leaf  is  the  accepted  no¬ 
menclature  for  these  rare  items,  hut 
what  did  Sylvester  Crosby  believe  the 
“spray  of  three  trefoil  leaves”  actually 
represented? 

a.  clover  leaves 
h.  a  holl  of  cotton 

c.  olive  leaves 

d.  parsley 


2.  What  was  the  “Canary  Cage”  in¬ 
side  the  U.S.  Mint,  ca.  1850s? 

a.  Peter  the  Eagle’s  home 

h.  a  storage  vault  for  gold  coins 

c.  a  room  full  of  women  who  filed 
planchets 

d.  a  vault  where  old  dies  were  stored 

3.  If  you  made  money  off  Virgil 
Brand,  odds  are  you  were  a  coin  dealer. 
If  Virgil  Brand  made  money  off  you, 
odds  are  you  were  a: 

a.  hanana  planter 

h.  movie  star 

c.  criminal 

d.  heer  drinker 

4.  The  unique  1870-S  half  dime 
first  came  to  light  in  what  decade? 

a.  1880s 

h.  1920.S 

c.  1950s 

d.  1970s 


5.  An  1 866  law  forbidding  the  de¬ 
piction  of  living  perst)ns  on  U.S.  coins 


and  currency  was  prompted  by  an  image 
of  what  living  American? 
a.  Spencer  M.  Clark 
h.  William  Tecumseh  Sherman 

c.  Ulysses  S.  Grant 

d.  Salmon  P.  Chase 


6.  Which  of  the  following  issues  in¬ 
cludes  a  die  variety  where  the  central  figure 
is  described  as  having  mumps,  a  contagious 
inflammation  of  the  salivary  glands? 
a.  1 787  New  jersey  coppers 
h.  1803  large  cents 

c.  1826  half  dollars 

d.  1980  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars 


7.  What  was  B.  Max  Mehl’s  favorite 
commemorative  design? 
a.  1893  Isabella  quarter 
h.  191 5  Pan-Pacific  $50 

c.  1925  California  half  dollar 

d.  1934-8  Texas  half  dollar 


8.  Many  different  names  and  slogans 
appeared  on  Liberty’s  coronet  among  pri¬ 
vate  and  territorial  gold  issues  imitative 
of  contemporary  U.S.  gold  coins,  but 
which  of  the  following  DID  NOT? 
a.  Baldwin  and  Co. 
h.  Duhosq  and  Co. 

c.  Pikes  Peak 

d.  California  Gold 


a>jiJts  aip  p.xidr  s 
JO  di’s  aip  r  isnut'q  .s-qj  ‘q-^,  ‘p-q  'a 

'L  ‘8'9  ‘P-F  ‘P'f  ‘■■'-r  ‘41  ■sjawmv 


10.  In  what  year  of  Proof  coinage 
would  you  expect  pieces  to  he  described 
as  “Satin”  vs.  “Brilliant.’” 
a.  1858 
h.  1909 

c.  1936 

d.  1964 

Bonus:  What  sort  of  error  coin  can¬ 
not  exist  without  creating  at  least  one 
brockage? 
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y  N  iTED  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


lS^>l-S  (fWlS).  Brilliant  anJ  appealing 

lustre .  ^9 


Cameo  Proof  1882  Morgan  Dollar 


1882  Proof'64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ah- 
solutely  wonJertul  Proof  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  light  cameo  contrast.  Very 
faint  champagne  toning  on  both  obverse  and 

reverse .  3,250 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre  and  lovely 
gold  toning  along  the  reverse  border. ...  549 
1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  silvery 

white  lustre .  59 

1882  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  prominent  cameo  contrast.  279 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1,295 

1882-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  impre.ssive  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  lustre .  165 


1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
cameo  example  with  brilliant  obverse  and 

reverse . 975 

1882-O/S.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre  and  subliminal  toning . 495 

1882-O/S.  VAM-3.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Fully 

brilliant  with  frosty  lustre .  179 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1882-S  MS'64.  Brilliant . 48 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  39 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre .  1 39 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  .surfaces .  57 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem 

with  a  nearly  perfect  complexion .  745 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Wonderful,  with 

mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices . 425 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NCC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

silvery  white  lustre .  325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
from  this  western  Mint.  Fully  brilliant  with 

considerable  eye  appeal .  325 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1 39 

1883-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
cameo  contrast . 85 

1883- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 48 

1884- CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  mirrored  fields  and  frosty  white 
devices .  595 


1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant,  sharply  struck.  299 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  49 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample .  39 

1884- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded  surfaces. 

At  first  glance,  this  appears  to  be  fully  Mint 
State.  Upon  closer  inspection,  we  do  not  find 
any  breaks  in  the  brilliant  lustre .  2,450 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  very 

faint  champagne  on  the  reverse .  299 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre . 99 

1885  MS'64  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  189 

1885  MS'64  PL  (PCGS).  Impressive  quality 
with  mirrored  fields  and  cameo  contrast.  89 
1885  MS'63  PL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample .  55 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre .  38 

1885  MS'63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  38 

1885'CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
of  this  popular  issue  with  wisps  of  light  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  obverse . 415 

1885- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
lovely  ro.se  toning  along  the  lower  obverse  bor¬ 
der.  In  a  first  generation  PCGS  holder. ...  329 

1885-0  MS'65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Lovely,  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre  and  light  cameo  contrast .  79 


Internet  Auction 


The 


Bowers  and  Merena 

EXPRESS 


1 

r 


Hundreds  of  PCGS  and  NGC  certified  coins. 

Online:  April  5,  2002  •  Bidding  closes:  April  15,  2002. 

Fax:  949-833-7955  •  Phone:  888-540-CO1N  (2646) 

E-Mail:  auctions@collectors.com  •  Internet:  www.howersandmerena.com 

It's  easy  to  participate!  Register  online,  Bid  online.  Pay  online. 

Take  advantage  of  our  success...  ride  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Express! 
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U NiTED  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1885-0  MS-M  (rc:OS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  kistrnus .  59 

1885- 0  MS-65  (PCOS).  Attractiv'e  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  59 

1886  MS'67  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  795 

1886  MS'65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored 
with  brilliant  devices.  Outstanding  cameo 

contrast  will  capture  your  attention .  775 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . 98 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  desir¬ 
able . 98 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre . 49 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lus¬ 
trous . 29 

1886- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck .  295 

1886-S  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning .  259 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  49 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  55 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

frosty  surfaces .  59 

1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 42 


Cameo  Proof  1889  Dollar 


1889  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splen¬ 
did  Proof  with  brilliant  mirrored  surfaces  and 
lustrous  devices.  An  exceptional  cameo  Proof 
that  is  sure  to  please .  5,595 

1889- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  satiny  lustte  and  very  light  peripheral 
toning  on  the  obverse .  295 

1890- CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  is  an 

aKsolutely  wonderful  example  with  brilliant 
lustre  and  riutstanding  cameo  contrast.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 2,450 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  with 
fully  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre.  ...  995 

1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and  bril¬ 
liant  example .  109 

1891  MS-65  (PC'GS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  lustre .  145 


1891-S  MS-65  (PCXjS).  Brtlliant  with  outstatKl- 

ing  lustre .  1 29 

1891-CC  MS-64  (PCC5S).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  silver  lustre . 685 


Gem  1892-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields  and  faint 
cameo  contrast.  Slight  peripheral  toning  is 
noted  at  upper  obverse.  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  quality  example  from  the  popular 
western  Mint . 6,950 


Exquisite  1892-CC  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  on  both  obverse  and  reverse  de¬ 
vices,  framed  by  satiny  and  reflective  fields. 
An  exceptional  gem  example  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 6,950 

1892-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
exceptional  lustre.  This  is  an  outstanding 
example  for  the  grade .  559 


A  NOTE  FROM  G.D. 

1  have  been  a  suhscriher  to 
Coin  World  for  some  time  and 
have  enjoyed  your  articles. 

The  diversity  of  your  collect¬ 
ing  is  what  hohhies  are  all  about. 

1  have  mainly  stayed  with  coins  as 
there  is  enough  to  keep  one  busy 
learning  all  of  the  series.  My  cur¬ 
rent  favorite  series  is  w'hat  Coin 
World  calls  “Winged  Liberty 
Head”  dimes  (Mercury)... 

Thanks  again. 


1895  MS-64  (PtXiS).  A  brilliant  cx.impk-  with 
ivory  lustre  atid  peripheral  gold  toning.  1, 5*^5 
1 89 5  EF'40  (PCX5S).  Natural  light  gray  .ur- 

faces .  1 99 

1 894  VE-20.  A  lovely  exatnple  with  pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces .  495 


Lustrous  1 895-0  Dollar 


1895- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  virtually  complete  frosty  lustre. 
As  close  to  full  Mint  State  as  you  can  possi¬ 
bly  find.  We  are  certain  yttu  will  he  delighted 
with  this  lovely  dollar .  5,195 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 
hints  of  amber  toning .  169 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  79 

1896- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  considerable  lustre .  199 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  scarce  date  with  fully  brilliant 
lustre .  1,150 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality 
with  virtually  complete  lustre . 495 

1897- 0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  wuth  nearly 

complete  lustre .  195 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
w'ith  brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre.  1 ,250 

1898  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with 
cameo  contrast . 495 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quality  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  519 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  119 

1898- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with 

peripheral  heather  toning . 695 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  with 
brilliant  lustre .  209 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  129 

1 899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 

peripheral  gold .  129 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCX5S).  Brilliant  with  light  gold 
toning .  55 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCXIS).  Brilliant .  59 

1900- 0  MS-64  (PCXiS).  .Attractive  and  fullv 

brilliant.  A  very  nice  ex.imple  for  the 
grade .  59 

1900-0  MS-65  (IX'GS).  Brilh.mt .  45 

1 901  AL'-58  (N(.5C?).  1  hghlv  lustrous  w  ith  hril 
bant  surt.ices .  1 , 59=. 
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U N  iTED  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1  A'l  S  AUA  V  Pleasint;  quality  with  coitsi^ler- 

able  lii>tre .  22^) 

1'X''2  MS'65  (PCXiS).  A  brilliant  and  attractive 

example . 

W02'O  MS-65  (PCXiS).  Pleasint;;  quality  with 
■'plashes  ot  \  ery  hjjht  toning  over  lustrous 

surt.ices .  1  59 

1902-0  MS'64  (PCXjS).  Brilliant . 49 

1905  MS-65  (PCX5S).  A  lovely  gem  with  frosty 
brilliance .  219 


Mint  State  1903-8  Dollar 


1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  Although  a  scattering  of  surface 
marks  are  expected,  this  has  the  first  glance 
appearance  of  a  choice  Mint  State  coin.  An 


elusive  issue  in  all  grades . 4,195 

1903-S  F-12.  A  desirable  example .  29 


1904  MS-6  5  (PCOS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

satiny  white  lustre .  255 

1904-0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with 
bright  silver  surfaces  and  lightly  reflective 

fields . 475 

1904-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  brilliant  surfaces  and  light 
cameo  contrast .  89 

PEACE  DOLLARS 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  Peace 
dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot 
of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It  could  be 
that  this  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars. 
Once  setmeone  “discovers”  us,  they  usually  finish 
their  collection  right  here! 

Right  now  we  are  a  bit  “challenged”  in  the 
series,  and  in  our  next  issue  we  hope  to  have 
more!  However,  the  coins  we  do  have  are  of 
high  quality.  We  recommend  that  you  buy  an 
“Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certified  set — 
and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy  your  coins  at  a 
glance. 


1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1 39 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  75 

1926- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

lustre .  245 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  light  gold  toning 

over  frosty  lustre . 95 


Gem  Mint  State  1927-D  Dollar 


1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  lovely 
specimen  with  fully  brilliant  white  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to 
acquire  a  gem  quality  example  of  this  scarce 

date .  5,350 

1927-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 615 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  sil¬ 
ver  lustre . 259 


V 


''You  Should  Own  This  Coin'' 

The  Legendary  “Piece  of  Eight” 


Like  the  coin  pictured 
here,  Spanish  Colonial  eight 
reales  and  the  smaller  de¬ 
nominations  of  “Pillar”  coin¬ 
age  were  readily  accepted  and 
were  often  the  currency  of 
choice  in  the  American  colonies 
and  what  later  became  the  United 
States.  Long  after  the  United  States  began 
producing  coins,  the  Spanish  colonial  issues 
continued  to  he  used  in  America. 

Fortunately  for  collectors  there  is  a  reason¬ 
able  supply  ot  Pillar  coinage  available  to  enjoy. 


Tom  Becker,  Sales  Director 


4 


For  as  little  as  $200  you  can  add 
one  of  these  attractive  and  im¬ 
portant  coins  to  your  collec¬ 
tion.  Give  me  a  call  right  now 
at  1-800-222-5993  or  email 
Tom@howersandmerena.com 
and  1  will  review  the  various 
Pillar  dollars  we  have  in  stock.  You 
might  also  consider  assembling  a  complete 
five-piece  type  set,  including  an  example  of 
each  denomination  of  Pillar  coinage  that 
served  as  money  in  the  American  colonies 
and  the  early  United  States. 


X. 

Y 


0 


.M  f'-  .H/APRII  2002 


46 


RARf  t:LilN  Rl  Vll  \V*146 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Important  Gem  1928  Peace  Dollar 


1928  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  and  lus- 
trous  example  with  satiny  surfaces  and  light 
gold  toning,  slightly  deeper  on  the  reverse. 
The  key-date  among  all  Peace  dollars.  3,250 
1928  MS'62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this 
key-date  issue  with  satiny  white  lustre.  295 

Very  Attractive  1934-8  Dollar 

1934- 8  M8-62  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  lustrous  stirfaces.  Far  fewer  marks  than 
what  would  he  expected  for  the  grade. ..  1,875 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre . 485 

1935-S  MS-63  (PjSGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
considerable  eye  appeal .  309 

Eisenhower  Dollars 

1971- S  Silver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  29 

1972- S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  150 
1974'D  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  light  champagne  toning . 245 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 


Trade  dollars 


Lovely  1875-8  Trade  Dollar 
Choice  M8-64 


1875-8  Type  I/I.  M8-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous,  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale 
champagne  toning  in  places.  A  splendid  coin 
for  the  grade — over  the  years,  we  have 
handled  many  examples  of  the  date  at  a 
slightly  higher  grade  that  were  not  so  impres¬ 
sive  as  the  present  piece .  2,950 

The  ohverse.s  of  Type  I  tnide  dolhir.s  have  the  two 
points  of  ihe  nhhon  with  LIBERTY  upon  it  pointing 
distinetly  to  the  viewer’s  left,  while  the  reverses  of  the 
Type  I  pieces  sliow  a  herry  helow  lire  eayle’s  left 
(viewer’s  rieht)  claw,  t^n  the  Type  II  obverse,  the 


nhhon  ends  point  downward,  while  the  reverse  of  the 
Type  11  pieces  lacks  a  herry. 

1877  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  deep 
rose  toning  toward  the  rims . 695 


Lustrous  1877-8  Trade  Dollar 


1877-8  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
fully  brilliant  and  frosty  lustre .  3,150 


Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

I  found  your  article,  “For  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Researcher,”  in  the  July- August 
issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review,  to  he  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  to  the  point.  (Yes,  I’m  just 
a  hit  behind  on  my  correspondence!) 

VCdaile  I  certainly  don’t  classify  my¬ 
self  as  a  “numismatic  researcher”  I  can 
appreciate  the  lack  of  original  source 
materials  you  mention  as  well  as  the 
common  ignorance  of  numismatic  and 
financial  history  in,  especially,  popular 
histories  and  other  areas. 

As  a  good  example,  I  recently  read 
a  novel  dealing  with  international  fi¬ 
nance  and  currency  trading.  The  au¬ 
thor  purports  to  he  educated  in  this 
field.  However,  he  stated  in  a  cc^uple 
of  places  in  the  book  that  one  of  the 
prime  causes  of  the  crash  of  1929  was 
the  instability,  lack  of  hacking,  non- 
redeemahility,  and  generally  disrepu¬ 
table  nature  of  the  hank  notes  issued 
by  American  hanks  just  prior  to  the 
crash.  Clearly  he  has  not  read  even 
the  most  basic  United  States  currency 
reference,  such  as  Friedherg,  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  National  Bank  Notes 
were  hacked  by  United  States  bonds 
deposited  with  the  Treasury! 

I  don’t  believe  that  anyone  evet 
lost  a  dollar  by  default  of  any  of  these 
notes.  Banks  may  have  failed  (and 
did),  hut  not  the  National  Bank  notes 
issued  by  tlto.se  hanks. 

I  recently  obtained  a  newly  pub¬ 
lished  hook  that  may  he  of  interest  to 


Mint  8tatc  1878-8  Trade  Dullar 


1878-8  M8-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  very  light  champagne  toning,  ac¬ 
cented  by  splashes  of  deeper  gold  and  light 
blue.  The  most  affordable  circulation  issue  of 
the  year,  with  Philadelphia  coins  struck  only 
in  Proof  and  CC  examples  quite  rare.  2,995 


you,  if  you  are  not  already  aware  of  it. 
Published  by  Liberty  Fund,  it  is  en¬ 
titled  The  Spur  of  Fame.  It  comprises 
the  “Dialogues  of  John  Adams  and 
Benjamin  Rush,  1805-181  3.”  There  is 
some  explanatory  material,  hut  it  is 
mostly  a  literal  reproduction  of  private 
correspondence  between  these  two 
seminal  Americans.  While  it  does  not 
seem  to  contain  explicitly  numismatic 
material  it  does  reproduce  a  number  of 
comments,  particularly  of  Adams,  on 
the  financial  system  and  issues  of  the 
day.  (It  seems  he  wasn’t  too  high  on 
hanks  and  their  practices.) 

It  makes  fascinating  reading  and  ex¬ 
emplifies  the  original  source  material 
that  is  often  very  difficult  to  obtain,  as 
you  well  know.  Thanks  again  for  your 
excellent  and  valuable  research  and 
writing,  and  1  trust  you,  your  family  and 
all  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  will 
have  a  good  2002. 

Editor's  note;  Thanks,  Bruce!  1  will 
order  a  copy. 

P.S.  If  you  really  want  to  get  a 
hearty  laugh,  try  checking  The  Age  of 
Jackson,  the  most  highly  acclaimed 
“reference  hook”  and  Pulitzer  Prize 
winner  on  Andrew  Jackson,  for  useful 
information  concerning  numismatics 
(considering  that  Jackson’s  presidency 
and  that  of  incoming  President  Mar 
tin  Van  Buren  included  one  of  the 
most  topsy-turvy  er.ts  in  .American 
history,  regarding  U.S.  ciun.ige,  to 
kens,  and  paper  money). 
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THE  GOBRECHT 

Dollars  of 
March  1837 


While  there  are  many  unan¬ 
swered  questions  regarding 
Gohrecht  dollars,  the  most 
enduring  inquiry  has  been  how  to  difter- 
entiate  originals  from  restrikes.  In  his 
1977  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and 
Cobnial  Proof  Coins,  Walter  Breen  theo¬ 
rized  that  originals  had  the  eagle  flying 
upward,  and  restrikes  had  the  eagle  flying 
level.  Using  his  die  alignments,  this 
means  that  die  alignments  1  and  11  are 
originals,  and  die  alignments  111  and  IV 
are  restrikes.  In  1982  Robert  W.  Julian 
published  a  four-part  article  on  Gohrecht 
dollars  that  appeared  in  Coin  World. 
Julian  did  extensive  document  research 
for  his  article  and  concluded  that  Breen’s 
1977  theory  was  correct.  It  was  Julian’s 
article  that  inspired  me  to  research  origi¬ 
nal  issue  Gohrecht  dollars.  1  based  my  re¬ 
search  on  the  circulation  rates  and  the 
die  states  of  the  coins  I  encountered.  1 
found  that  a  high  percentage  of  the  1836 
and  1839  dollars  in  die  alignment  IV 
were  circulated  or  damaged,  and  all  were 
struck  from  perfect,  uncracked  dies.  T~he 
result  of  my  research  was  reported  in  the 
article  “Gohrecht  Dollars”  that  appeared 
in  Issue  ^37  of  The  Gohrecht  Journal  in 
November,  1986.  The  article  stated  my 
belief  that  1836  and  1839  die  alignment 
IV  coins  from  perfect  dies  were  part  of 
the  original  issues  of  March  1837  and 
December  1839.  Since  both  of  these  is¬ 
sues  had  the  eagle  flying  level,  my  find¬ 
ings  were  contrary  to  those  published  hy 
Breen  and  Julian. 

My  research  also  revealed  that  some 
1836  Gohrecht  dollars  in  die  alignment 
IV  were  struck  on  416-grain  planchets 
made  frf)m  .8942  fine  silver.  These  were 
the  same  planchets  used  to  strike  the 
original  issue  of  1,000  Gohrecht  dollars 


in  December  1836.  I  also  located  two 
1836  die  alignment  II  coins  that  were 
both  Mint  State  and  struck  from  perfect 
dies.  I  also  saw  about  five  or  six  die 
alignment  III  coins.  They  were  all  Mint 
State,  had  wire  rims,  repolished  dies  and 
reverse  die  cracks.  These  coins  were 
clearly  restrikes. 

In  1992  Dave  Bowers  invited  me  to 
join  him  and  Andrew  Pollock,  III,  in 
writing  certain  portions  of  the 
Gohrecht  dollar  material  for  his  hook 
Silver  Dollars  arid  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States.  We  were  in  total  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  die  alignment  I  coins 
were  struck  in  December  1836,  the  die 
alignment  IV  coins  were  struck  in 
March  1837,  and  the  die  alignment  III 
coins  were  restrikes.  Die  alignment  II 
coins  presented  a  more  formidable 
challenge.  Among  us  we  had  seen  four 
or  five  die  alignment  II  coins,  one  cir¬ 
culated,  and  all  from  perfect  dies.  We 
had  no  weight  data  on  any  of  these 
pieces.  At  one  point  in  the  manuscript 
die  alignment  II  coins  were  described 
hut  not  listed  as  originals  or  restrikes. 
We  finally  decided  to  designate  them 
as  restrikes,  since  they  were  rarely  seen 
and  almost  always  in  Mint  State. 
There  had  also  been  some  correspon¬ 
dence  from  Mint  Director  James 
Snowden  indicating  that  restrikes  were 
coined  in  such  a  way  as  to  he  differen¬ 
tiated  from  originals. 

I  never  felt  comfortable  designating 
die  alignment  II  coins  as  restrikes, 
since  they  had  die  states  identical  to 
the  die  alignment  IV  coins.  The  only 
way  to  prove  that  die  alignment  II 
coins  are  restrikes  would  he  to  find  one 
that  had  reverse  die  cracks  like  the  die 
alignment  111  coins.  This  would  prove 


that  they  were  stuck  after  the  die  align¬ 
ment  IV  coins. 

For  the  next  several  years  my  re¬ 
search  got  me  no  closer  to  solving  the 
puzzle,  hut  on  April  6,  1995,  I  received 
a  letter  from  Mike  Carhoneau.  Mike 
had  been  researching  Gohrecht  dollars 
for  several  years  and  had  acquired  an 
1836  Gohrecht  dollar  that  he  wanted  to 
discuss  with  me.  It  was  in  die  alignment 
II  and  had  a  beginning  die  crack  in  the 
letters  of  DOLLAR.  In  addition,  Mike 
had  seen  that  the  head  of  Liberty  was 
not  opposite  the  ES  of  STATES  like  a 
true  die  alignment  II  coin  hut  was,  in¬ 
stead,  to  the  right  of  the  second  S  in 
STATES.  I  thought  that  the  cracked  re¬ 
verse  die  was  the  evidence  1  needed  to 
prove  that  die  alignment  II  coins  were 
restrikes.  I  was  also  intrigued  hy  the  ro¬ 
tated  alignment  from  true  die  alignment 
11.  Mike  and  I  began  to  correspond,  and 
in  his  next  letter  he  related  that  his 
coin  had  been  examined  hy  the  ANA 
Authentication  Bureau.  The  die  crack 
was  found  to  he  a  planchet  flaw,  hut  the 
coin  was  authenticated  as  an  original 
die  alignment  II  variant.  I  then  exam¬ 
ined  the  die  alignment  IV  coin  in  my 
collection  and  found  that  the  head  of 
Liberty  was  over  the  left  center  of  the  F 
of  OF,  instead  of  to  the  right  side  of  the 
F  of  OF  like  a  true  die  alignment  IV.  My 
coin  was  a  die  alignment  IV  variant! 

Mike’s  observation  of  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  alignment  proved  to  he  the  key 
to  our  solving  the  mystery.  Mike  and  1 
decided  to  undertake  a  long-term,  com¬ 
prehensive  research  project  regarding 
Gohrecht  dollars.  We  would  obtain  data 
on  every  Gohrecht  dollar  that  appeared 
at  auction  ot  was  described  in  a  public 
advertisement,  and  we  would  also  ex¬ 
amine  and  collect  data  on  every 
Gohrecht  dollar  that  we  encountered  at 
shows  for  a  period  of  at  least  four  years. 

There  were  several  minor  obstacles 
to  our  research.  In  my  1986  article,  1 
commented  that  auction  cataloguers 
and  advertisers  had  an  uncontrollable 
urge  to  picture  Gohrecht  dollars  with 
the  eagle  flying  upward  irrespective  of 
the  true  die  alignment.  This  trend  has 
continued  as  evidenced  hy  lots  1191, 
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1392,  and  1393  ot  the  Goldber|»  sale 
ot  the  Kardtzke  Collection  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  2000.  All  three  lots  were  pictured 
with  the  eagle  flying  upward  when,  in 
fact,  all  three  coins  had  the  eagle  fly¬ 
ing  level. 

Weight  data  was  very  important  in 
our  research,  hut  most  auction  compa¬ 
nies  only  sporadically  report  the 
weight  ot  raw  Gobrecht  dollars  that 
they  sell.  Additionally,  Gobrecht  dol¬ 
lars  that  are  slabbed  cannot  he 
weighed.  It  would  benefit  researchers  if 
all  auction  companies  included  the 
weight  of  raw  Gohrecht  dollars  in  cata¬ 
logue  descriptions  and  for  the  grading 
services  to  weigh  Gohrecht  dollars  be¬ 
fore  encapsulating  them  and  place  the 
weight  on  the  slab. 

Finally,  Breen’s  concept  of  four  die 
alignments  and  how  to  determine  them 
is  highly  confusing.  We  found  that  a 
number  of  coins  were  incorrectly  cata¬ 
logued  as  to  die  alignment  in  major  auc¬ 
tions,  including  President  Andrew 
Jackson’s  personal  Gobrecht  dollar.  The 
cataloguer  of  the  Jackson  piece  is  a  first- 
rate  numismatist  by  any  standard,  and  if 
die  alignments  could  confuse  him,  they 
could  confuse  anyone. 

Mike  and  I  had  to  devise  a  simple 
but  foolproof  method  of  determining 
die  alignment  that  could  be  put  in  our 
data  sheets  so  that  the  information 
provided  us  would  be  correct.  The  idea 
we  developed  was  to  describe  exactly 
the  portion  of  the  reverse  legend  that 
was  directly  opposite  the  center  of 
Liberty’s  head.  The  table  shown  below 
shows  die  alignments  that  are  discussed 
further  in  this  article.  Using  this 
method  we  were  able  to  gather  correct 
date  on  every  Gohrecht  dollar  that  we 
identified  from  1995  through  early  in 
2000  when  we  began  writing  the 
Gohrecht  Journal  article. 


The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to 
prove  that  the  issue  of  March  1837  was 
initially  struck  in  die  alignment  II.  As 
the  striking  proceeded  the  hammer  die 
began  to  rotate,  so  the  head  of  Liberty 
moved  clockwise  with  respect  to  the  re¬ 
verse  legend.  When  the  head  of  Liberty 
reached  the  point  opposite  the  F  of  OF, 
the  rotation  slowed  dramatically.  Ap¬ 
proximately  70%  of  the  total  issue  of 
600  coins  were  struck  from  this  point 
until  the  striking  ended  with  the  head 
of  Liberty  opposite  the  right  side  of  the 
F  of  OF.  Thus,  the  issue  of  March  1837 
is  comprised  of  die  alignment  II  coins, 
die  alignment  IV  coins,  and  all  the  in¬ 
termediate  die  alignments.  Our  proof  is 
as  follows: 

INTERMEDIATE  DIE  ALIGN¬ 
MENTS.  Shortly  after  our  research  be¬ 
gan  it  became  obvious  that  most  medal 
aligned  J-60s  were  variants  to  a  lesser  or 
greater  extent.  Pictured  on  the  next 
page  are  six  medal-aligned  J-60 
Gobrecht  dollars.  The  angle  indicated  is 
the  angle  of  elevation  of  the  right  pellet 
from  horizontal.  The  10°  coin  is  Mike’s 
discovery  piece  while  the  33°  coin  rep¬ 
resents  true  die  alignment  IV  with  the 
eagle  appearing  to  be  flying  level. 

In  addition  to  the  ones  shown,  we 
found  on,  with  an  angle  of  rotation  of 
18°,  another  with  24°,  and  recently,  a 
piece  with  a  26°  angle.  There  were 
many  small  variations  between  30°  and 
33°.  These  coins  proved  the  die  rotated 
during  the  striking. 

COIN  WEIGHTS.  The  original 
issue  of  December  1836  was  struck  on 
planchets  that  weighed  416  grains  of 
.8942  fine  silver.  In  January  1837,  the 
standard  was  changed  to  412.5-grain 
planchet;  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Mint,  knowing  that  there  would  be  an 
additional  striking  in  March  1837, 
made  enough  planchets  in  December 


1836  to  cover  both  strikings.  In  our 
weight  database,  we  only  included 
coins  that  graded  AU  or  finer  to  ensure 
weight  accuracy.  The  weights  of  the 
original  issue  of  December  1836  varied 
from  418.2  grains  to  an  AU  weighing 
413.5  grains.  The  average  was  415.2 
grains.  All  die  alignment  II  coins  were 
Mint  Stare  and  weighed  between  41 5.4 
and  416  grains.  Die  alignment  IV’s  var¬ 
ied  from  a  417.6-grain  coin  recently 
added  to  our  database,  to  an  AU  that 
weighed  412.5  grains.  Another  AU 
weighing  413.3  grains  was  subjected  to 
nondestructive  testing  and  found  to  be 
.8942  fine  silver.  The  average  weight  of 
the  die  alignment  IV  coins  was  414  9 
grains.  We  had  weight  data  on  five 
Mint  State  die  alignments  III  coins. 
They  varied  in  weight  from  412.2 
grains  to  411  grains  and  averaged 
41 1.8  grains. 

COIN  POPULATIONS.  During 
the  period  of  our  research  we  recorded 
pedigree  markers,  slab  serial  numbers 
and  other  characteristics  which  would 
allow  us  to  avoid  duplication  of  coins 
in  our  database.  We  also  decided  that 
for  a  coin  to  he  listed  as  an  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  alignment,  it  had  to  vary  5°  or 
more  from  true  die  alignment  II  or  IV. 
At  the  time  of  publication  of  the 
Gohrecht  Jountal  article  we  had  records 
on  87  die  alignment  1  coins,  10  die 
alignment  II  coins,  five  intermediate 
die  alignment  coins  and  34  die  align¬ 
ment  IV  coins.  Since  all  the  coins  were 
struck  within  three  months  of  each 
other  and  deposited  in  commerce  in 
the  same  area,  it  is  reasonable  to  as¬ 
sume  that  they  would  have  a  similar 
survival  rate.  The  87  die  alignment  I 
coins  represented  8.7%  of  the  original 
mintage  of  1,000  coins.  If  the  die 
alignment  II,  IV,  and  intermediate  die 
alignment  coins  repre.sented  the  entire 
issue  of  March  1837,  we  should  have 
close  to  8.7%  of  600  coins  in  our  data¬ 
base.  8.7%  of  600  is  52  coins,  and  we 
had  49  in  our  database  which  was  a 
very  good  correlation.  In  Jaiiuary  2001, 
we  added  an  intermediate  die  align¬ 
ment  and  another  die  alignment  IV,  s<i 
the  correlation  is  now  even  closer. 


GRAY  AND  CARBONEAU’S  REFINEMENT  OF  DIE  ALIGNMENTS 
Die  Alignment  I:  Center  of  Liberty’s  head  opposite  DO  in  DOLLAR 

Die  Alignment  II:  Center  of  Liberty’s  head  opposite  ES  in  STATES 
Die  Alignment  III:  Center  of  Liberty’s  head  opposite  N  in  ONE 
LVe  Alignment  IV:  Center  of  Liberty’s  head  opposite  right  side  of  F  in  OF 
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Recently,  Ed  Kucia  sent  a  letter 
a/ong  with  a  coiinterstamped  2000  Neiv 
Hampshire  quarter,  illustrated  herewith. 
His  letter  commented: 

Your  recent  article,  in  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  about  coiinterstamped  coins 
motivated  me  to  write  this  letter.  My 
wife,  Lisa,  and  1  met  you  at  the 
F.U.N.  show,  sometime  in  the  early 
1990s.  Mark  Borckardt  introduced 
us.  Although  we  remain  friends, 
there  aren’t  many  opportunities  for 
us  to  connect  since  he  relocated  to 
New  Hampshire. 

1  recall  that  years  ago,  as  a  part- 
time  dealer  in  early  copper,  1  would 
occasionally  sell  coiinterstamped 
large  cents  to  various  dealers  who 
would  tell  me  “This  is  for  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers.”  Hopefully,  the  pieces  found 
their  way  to  you! 

I  am  complimentarily  enclosing, 
for  your  collection,  two  counter- 
stamped  pieces  that  were  issued  by 
the  company  at  which  I  am  em- 


A  MODERN  RARITY? 

ployed.  In  2000,  1  prevailed  upon 
the  owners  of  the  company  to  let 
me  design  and  have  manufactured 
a  punch  to  stamp  coins  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  company’s  eightieth 
birthday.  In  all,  400  pieces  were 
struck  on  various  denominations, 
the  bulk  being  States  Quarters. 
Sacagawea  dollars  and  cents  dated 
2000.  Many  pieces  were  placed 
into  circulation  about  the  coun¬ 
try — mostly  by  business  travelers.  1 
also  stuck  a  small  amount  of  1920 
dated  coins — halves,  nickels  and 
cents.  I  was  truly  pleased  to  find 
that,  unintentionally  on  my  part, 
the  design  appears  custom-made  for 
the  buffalo!  I  kept  an  accurate 
record  of  what  was  struck.  1  wrote 
Dr.  Gregory  Brunk,  and  he  sent  me 
a  galley  proof  of  the  inclusion  of 
this  counterstamp  in  the  upcoming 
revision  of  his  reference  book.  The 
whole  project  was  much  tun! 

Later  1  had  the  dates  effaced  from 


DIE  STATES.  All  medal  aligned  J- 
60s  are  struck  from  perfect,  uncracked 
dies.  All  have  a  die  line  from  the  crook 
of  the  eagle’s  top  wing  pointing  to  the 
AT  in  STATES.  This  die  line  is  present 
on  some  but  not  all  of  the  original  die 
alignment  1  coins,  so  the  die  was 
scratched  sometime  during  the  striking. 
None  of  the  die  alignment  III  coins 
show  this  die  line. 

CIRCULATION  RATES.  We 
found  that  the  die  alignment  I  coins 
and  the  medal  aligned  coins  had  a  simi¬ 
lar  proportion  of  Mint  State  and  circu¬ 
lated  coins. 

It  is  the  conclusion  of  our  research 
that  all  medal  aligned  J-60s,  to-wit,  die 
alignment  II,  die  alignment  IV,  and  in¬ 
termediate  die  alignments  comprise  the 
total  mintage  of  600  coins  struck  in 
March  1837. 

(Adapted  from  Gobrecht  Dollars 
Revisited,  Part  1-Issue  of  March  1837, 
by  Michael  L.  Carboneau  and  James 
C.  Gray,  published  in  The  Gobrecht 
Journal,  Volume  27,  Issue  *79,  No¬ 
vember,  2000.) 


the  punch,  and  I  plan  to  counter¬ 
stamp  a  quantity  of  the  Ohio  quarters 
when  they  become  available. 

Please  excuse  me  if  these 
counterstamps  do  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  your  collection.  If  that  is  so, 
perhaps  you  could  either  spend  or 
give  them  away.” 

QDB  Appreciation: 

Of  course,  we  will  treasure  them 
both  ( the  other  being  a  Buffalo  nickel) . 
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Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has 
ever  excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors 
alike  more  than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right 
now,  gold  coins  are  hot!  Market  conditions  are 
equally  hot,  and  we’ve  seen  more  fast-paced  ac¬ 
tion  in  scarce  and  rare  (key  words)  gold  coins  in 
recent  times  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past 
decade.  This  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  relatively 
low  market  prices  for  popular  issues — such  as 
later  date  Liberty  Head  and  many  of  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  issues. 

Our  1999-2000  sales  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  parts  1  through  IV  (with  sales  II 
through  IV  emphasizing  federal  gold),  set  many 
records  and  made  headline  news  throughout  the 
coin  hobby,  and  our  other  gold  offerings  have 
likewise  drawn  much  attention.  The  History 
Channel’s  four-part  “GOLD!”  series,  first  aired 
this  past  August,  and  of  which  we  were  a  key 
part  tor  certain  gold  coin  research,  excited  and 
enthralled  millions  of  viewers. 

The  exhibit  of  the  “Ship  ot  Gold”  in  2000 
and  2001  drew  fantastic  crowds.  In  reviewing  the 
year  2000  Coin  World  Editor  Beth  Deisher  cred¬ 
ited  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure  publicity 
as  being  one  of  the  most  heneficial  things  that 
has  happened  to  the  rare  coin  collecting  hohhy 
in  recent  years.  The  excitement  continued  into 
2001,  hut  now,  wistfully  sort  ot,  we  note  that 
most  of  the  treasures  from  the  ship  have  been 
sold  (it  has  been  fun  to  have  been  at  the  epicen¬ 
ter  of  all  this). 

However,  while  rare  and  high-quality  gold 
coins  are  very  active,  this  is  not  true  for  com¬ 
mon,  low-grade  pieces.  Somewhat  in  between 
are  common  pieces  in  “medium”  grades.  Today, 
low  bullion  prices  assure  the  affordability  of  gold 
“type”  coins — check  our  double  eagles,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Of  course,  a  rare  date  gt)ld  coins  will 
always  he  a  rarity  regardless  ot  bullion  value.  TTe 
widening  demand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  increas¬ 
ing  as  we  write  these  words.  More  and  more 
buyers  of  gold  coins  are  entering  the  market¬ 
place,  which  creates  demand  for  common  types 
as  well  as  rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold 
issues  from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin 
has  measured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and 
each  was  carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unheatahle 


United  States 
Gold  Coins 


combination  of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the 
grade,  plus  good  value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy 
your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try  one 
album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want  al¬ 
bums  for  all  ot  your  coins! 

Gold  Coinage  References: 

Waiter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coiiu.  The  ma.ster  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  ot  intormation  gathered  over  a  long  period  ot 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss 
and  recovery,  plus  stories  ot  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  4 1 6 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Qold  Coinage.  Edited  by  William  E. 
Metcalf.  Articles  from  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the 
America’s  Conference.  132  pages,  illustrated.  Cloth 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List  $15,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Qold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 
By  Q.  David  Bowers.  The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  By  Douglas  Win¬ 
ter.  A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug  Winter  has 
done  since  the  first  edition  was  published.  Mintage,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  strike  information,  surfaces,  lustre,  die 
varieties  and  more.  220  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35,  before  your  di.scount. 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:  Dahlonega  in  the  Age 
of  Jackson.  By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge.  A  cla.ssic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin  research, 
this  volume  has  just  been  reprinted  with  the  addition 
of  new  plates  and  photographs.  206  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List  $30,  before  your 
discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  Focuses  on  gold  coins  siruck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability  and  commen¬ 
tary  related  to  striking  and  die  characteristics.  250 
pages,  illustrated.  Softhoiind.  Stock  No.  RWl'818. 
List  $25,  before  your  discount. 


United  States  Ten  Dollar  Qold  Eagles  1795- 
1804.  By  Anthony  j.  Taraszka.  The  first  systematic 
compilation  of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  the  known  eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Handbook  of  20^^-Century  United  States  Qold 
Coins.  By  David  Akers.  Much  worthwhile  information 
about  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Augu.stus  Saint-Qaudem  1848-1907:  A  Master 
of  American  Sculpture.  By  Musee  des  Augustins.  This 
hook  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint-Gaudens,  his  home, 
and  more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BSG-601.  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95,  before 
your  discount. 


Gold  Dollars 

Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes 
examples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types;  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head 
(1854-1856);  and  Large  Indian  Head  (1856- 
1889).  Our  offering  includes  choice  Mint  State 
coins,  a  rare  1875  and  more.  Whether  you  .seek 
an  important  date  or  simply  a  choice  type  coin, 
you  will  do  well  to  check  our  inventory. 

As  is  always  the  case,  our  inventory  holdings 
are  dynamic.  We  are  constantly  buying  indi¬ 
vidual  rare  coins,  collections,  and  other 
properties.  So,  if  you  don’t  see  it,  ask  us  to  put  it 
on  a  “want  list”  for  you!  It  we  are  able  to  find  one 
and  quote  it  to  you,  there  is  absolutely  no  obli¬ 
gation  to  buy — just  the  opportunity  if  you  desire! 
What  could  be  more  ideal? 

Uncirculated  1855  Gold  $1 


1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with 
delightful  olive  iridescent  highlights.  Nicelv 
struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Tvjx'  II  gold 
dollars  were  a  short-lived  design  type,  struck 
1854-1856,  atid  are  highly  desirable  in  all 
grades.  Mint  State  specmietis  suHi  ,is  the 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  sale 


prcNOi^t  com  arc  al\va\>  m  high  demand,  ani.1 
It  i>  all  we  can  v.lo  to  keep  them  in  stock.  We 
wish  we  haJ  a  i.lo:en,  hut  we  have  only  i>ne. 
It  can  he  vours  . 6,750 


Gem  Proof  1861  Gold  Dollar 
Finest  Certified  hy  PCGS 


1861  Proof'66  (PCGS).  Moderately  reflective 
greenish  yellow  gold  fields  with  kistrous  de¬ 
vices,  providing  considerable  cameo  contrast. 
All  details  are  sharply  defined.  This  is  an  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  Proof  rarity,  and 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This 
IS  the  only  Proof-66  example  certified  hy 
PCGS  with  none  finer .  20,500 

Nearly  Mint  State  1861-D  Gold  Dollar 


1861-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
greenish  gold  surfaces  with  only  a  faint  trace 
of  wear  on  the  very  highest  points.  Al¬ 
though  a  few  very  minor  hairlines  and  sur¬ 
face  marks  are  present,  none  are  serious.  Left 
tihverse  and  reverse  borders  are  weak  as  al¬ 
ways,  with  other  design  elements  boldly 
defined.  Although  the  exact  mintage  of  this 
issue  IS  unknown  (all  examples  being  struck 
under  Confederate  control  of  the  Mint), 
estimates  suggest  between  1,000  and  1,500 
were  actually  produced.  Psst!  Alert!  Dave 
Bowers’  new  book.  More  Adventures  with 
Rare  Coins,  will  contain  a  chapter  on  the 
1861-D  gold  dollar! .  27,500 

Affordable  1885  Gold  $1 
1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excel¬ 
lent  lustre.  Outstanding  eye  appeal.  A  very 
nice  chtiice  for  the  type  collector .  1,695 

Beautiful  Cameo  Proof  1885  Gold  $1 


1885  Pn>of-62  (PCXjS).  A  lovely  little  cameo 
coin,  a  wonderful  representative  of  the  rare 
Pn  H  )f  format  among  all  gold  coins.  You'll  like 
this  combination  of  grade  and  (.juality!  5,950 

Lovely  1888  (fold  Dollar 
1888  MS-65.  Deeply  struck,  lustrous  and  frosty. 
A  'plcntlkl  ^pel  mien  of  the  next  to  last  year 


of  this  denomination.  Not  often  seen  this 
fine .  1 ,850 

QUARTER  EAGLES 
($2.50  GOLD) 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  emphasizes  Liberty 
Head  and  Indian  issues.  Our  usual  selection  of 
“types”  and  rarities  can  be  found  as  well.  Happy 
hunting! 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharp  with 

light  yellow  gold  surfaces .  739 

1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  considerable  lustre.  Attractive  faint 
blue  and  lilac  toning  adds  to  the  aesthetic 

appeal .  1,295 

1857'S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
considerable  lustre  and  pleasing  light  yellow 

gold  surfaces.  So  very  close  to  AU .  589 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  895 

Mint  State  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 


1862/1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
rich,  frosty  orange-gold  lustre.  Every  detail  is 
needle  sharp  with  the  overdate  features  boldly 
visible.  A  lovely  coin  and  an  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This  is  tied 
with  one  other  example  kir  finest  certified  by 
PCGS,  and  may  be  one  of  the  single  finest 
known  examples  identified  today.  The  exact 
number  known  today  has  not  been  precisely 
determined,  how'ever,  we  believe  that  only  a 
couple  dozen  exist.  PCGS  has  certified  22 
such  coins,  while  NGC  has  certified  a  similar 
number  of  pieces.  No  doubt  these  include  a 

number  of  resubmissions .  14,750 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  bright  yellow  gold  surfaces 

and  reflective,  mirrored  fields .  1,195 

1871  AU-58  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  slightly  reflective  deep  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Only  5,320  pieces  minted .  1,195 


BUY  ONLINE, 
BID  ONLINE,^ 
BOOKS  ONLINE 

bowersandmerena«com 


1874  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  abradcxl  pale  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  with  a  splash  of  lilac  toning 
on  the  reverse.  This  is  a  very  scarce  i.ssue  from 
a  mintage  of  just  3,920  coins . 695 


Brilliant  Gem  1878  $2.50 
Splendid  MS-65 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  extraordinary  gem 
example  that  is  sharply  struck  with  frosty  or¬ 
ange-gold  lustre.  A  splendid  quarter  eagle  for 

your  date  collection  or  type  set .  3,345 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 
frosty  lustre  and  a  splash  of  pale  orange  ton¬ 
ing  at  upper  obverse . 995 

Important  1881  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
Just  640  Circulation  Strikes  Minted 


1881  MS-62  (NGC).  This  offering  represents 

an  opportunity  of  immense  proportions  for 
the  specialist.  From  a  mintage  of  just  640  cir¬ 
culation  strikes,  perhaps  only  40  or  50  survive 
today.  This  example  is  light  yellow  with 
sharp  design  features.  A  few  very  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks  are  present.  NGC  has  certified 
just  two  coins  at  this  grade  level  with  two 
others  in  higher  grades .  16,875 

1882  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with 

slightly  reflective  fields.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity . 575 

1886  MS'61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  with 
deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  quarter  eagle  se¬ 
ries,  yet  priced  at  only .  1,295 

1886  MS-60  (ANACS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  reflective,  prooflike 
fields.  An  important  opportunity  tor  the  date 
collecting  specialist .  1,275 

Lustrous  1897  $2.50 


1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstand¬ 
ing  cartwheel  lustre.  A  stunning  example, 

among  the  finest  available .  2,495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example 
with  highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  surt.ices  .ttiil 
sharii  (.lestgti  (.lefitntioti .  9s>5 
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1901  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  beauty  with 

frosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre!  You  could 
travel  10,000  miles  in  the  hunt  and  not  find 
a  nicer  one!  .  2,695 

Superb  1902  Quarter  Eagle 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  brilliance  and  out¬ 
standing  lustre.  A  nice  clean  cheek.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  choice  for  the  type  collector. .  1,595 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  satin  lustre 
and  fully  brilliant  surfaces.  This  pretty  coin 
would  he  a  welcome  addition  to  most  any 
type  collection . 895 

Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1905  $2.50 


1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  lively  olive  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  This  is  gem  quality  at  its  finest!  2,395 


Gem  1905  Quarter  Eagle 
1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  satin  lustre. 
Brilliant  surfaces  and  sensational  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1,575 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full  brilliance  and  nice 
lustre.  Minimum  marks  for  the  grade.  ..  695 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Outstanding  orange-gold 

with  a  hint  of  green . 695 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  or¬ 
ange-gold  lustre . 695 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  de¬ 
fined . 895 

INDIAN  QUARTER  EAGLES 

We  always  seem  to  have  more  to  do  than  the 
time  available  in  which  to  do  it,  so  we  haven’t 
checked  hack  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to 
see  how  our  listing  of  Indian  quarter  eagles  com¬ 
pares  with  what  we  had,  say,  a  year  or  two  ago. 
However,  we  suspect  that  the  following  listing  is 
one  of  our  finest  ever! 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1,595 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharply 

struck  example .  1,295 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,395 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 1,195 


PATIENCE  PAYS! 


As  a  long-time  collector  of 
posters  your  editor  realizes  well 
that  the  WWl  poster  by  Howard 
Chandler  Christy,  “Americans 
All,”  for  the  Victory  Liberty 
Loan,  is  readily  available,  or  at 
least  used  to  he.  As  recently  as 
20  or  30  years  ago,  such  could  be 
picked  up  for,  say,  $40  to  $60. 

Now  comes  a  notice  from 
Clearing  House  Auction  Galler¬ 
ies,  Inc.,  of  Wethersfield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  which  uses  one  of  these 
posters  to  illustrate  its  advertising 
notice  for  a  recent  sale,  this  obviously 
being  a  highlight  of  the  sale.  Sepa¬ 
rately,  we  learned  that  one  of  these 
posters  sold  for  $385  at  a  paper  show 
here  in  New  Hampshire. 

The  point  of  all  this  is  that  in  col¬ 
lecting  anything — ^whether  it  be 
coins,  posters,  or  whatever — buying 
quality  items  (and  certainly  the 
Christy  Poster  is  a  nice  quality  item 
from  WWl),  and  holding  it  fot  a  num¬ 


ber  of  years,  can 
pay  off  finan¬ 
cially,  while  in 
the  meantime 
one  can  enjoy 
owning  such 
things. 

Perhaps  ap¬ 
propriate  is  a  no¬ 
tice  just  received 
in  the  mail  from 
R.W.  Bradford, 
Port  Townsend, 
W  ashington, 
which  compared  the  values  of  stocks, 
medals,  and  rare  coins  from  December 
29,  2000  through  December  11,  2001. 
Bradford  found  that  “generic  coins” 
appreciated  in  value  0.8%  and  rare 
coins,  per  an  index  he  compiled,  in¬ 
creased  in  value  1 .6%.  Gold  in  bullion 
form  increased  0.2%,  while  silver  de¬ 
clined  -6.1%.  The  Dow  Jones  Indus¬ 
trial  average  dropped  8.3%  and  the 
Nasdaq  index  dropped  19%. 
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Lustrt)us  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-63  (PC'GS).  Highly  lustrous  honey 

gold  with  plea.sing  rose  highlights.  A  splendid 
coin  for  the  grade,  one  that  bespeaks  a  much 
liner  quality  to  the  unaided  eye .  1 ,695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  yellow 

gold  surfaces  with  splashes  t>f  deeper  yellow 
toning .  1,275 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold.  A 
readily  available  date  that  becomes  quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  the  1914  is 
second  only  to  the  I9I  I-Din  rarity!  A  find  for 

the  specialist  and  connoisseur .  3,795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  1,275 

Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $2.50 
1914-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  frosty  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Pedigreed  to  our  Sussex  Collection 
sale .  1,695 


Lovely  1914-D  $2.50 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 


with  decided  olive  highlights .  1 ,695 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  and  satiny  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1 ,275 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095 


THREE-DOLLAR 

GOLD 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be 
considered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of 
course,  being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the 
past,  you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many 
dates  are  considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a 
serious  collection  of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  today’s  collector.  Perhaps  90%  of 
the  dates  and  mintmarks  from  1854  to  1889  can 
he  collected,  in  many  instances  for  less  than 
$1 ,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If  this 
piques  your  fancy,  we  would  be  happy  to  set  you 
up  on  our  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know 
when  needed  dates  and  mintmarks  come  t<' 
hand.  Feel  free  to  call  Mark  Borckardt  to  discuss 
your  collecting  strategy’.  Remember,  there  is  in' 
obligation  on  yout  part  to  participate  in  our 
Want  List  Program,  just  the  opportunitv  t>'  as 
quire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedlv  brief,  .is  e\ 
amples  of  this  deniimination  sell  very  qiiiskh 
V'e  are  constantly  oti  the  hunt  for  further  nu  • 
examples  for  our  customers. 
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IS>4  AL'-5i  Brilliant  anJ  Ins- 

tri'u> . 1,175 

Mint  State  1S56  $3  Gold 


1856  MS'61  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  in  warm 
yellow  gold.  Lustrous  and  quite  attractive. 

Very  elusive  in  Mint  State . 2,650 

1860  EF'45  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow  gold 
with  a  hint  ot  green.  A  pleasing  e.x- 
ample .  1,195 

Lustrous  Gem  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  ot 
this  popular  date,  among  the  ver\’  finest  we 
have  ever  seen  (and  coming  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  this  statement  has  real 
meaning!).  One  of  the  more  available  dates 
among  later  $3  issues,  hut  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  common  $3  ot  any  year.  Ideal  for  a 
type  set . 9,950 

$5  GOLD 
Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  follow¬ 
ing  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting 
and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and  types, 
from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to 
late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will  find  a 
piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call  quickly 
for  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Early  Half  Eagles 


Mint  State  1805  Half  Eagle 


1805  B-3D.  Rarity'4.  Clo.se  Date.  MS-61 
(PCJGS).  A  lovely  example,  sharply  stnick  and 
well  centered.  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  a 
few  tiny  mark.s  visible.  A  desirable  example  for 
the  early  half  eagle  specialist .  7,995 


Lustrous  1809/8  Half  Eagle 


1809/8  B-1.  AU'58  (PCGS).  Pleasing  quality  with 
lustrous  light  greenish  gold  surfaces.  A  few  minor 
surface  marks  are  noted,  as  expected  and  usually 
found.  This  is  an  important  rrpportunity  for  the 
type  or  date  collector.  Of  course,  the  specialist 
will  immediately  recognize  this  overdate  as  the 
only  1 809  half  eagle  variety  known . 4,695 

Liberty  Head  Half  Eagles 

1843  AU-58  (NGC).  A  well  stnick  example.  Very 

lustrous  and  thus  having  excellent  eye  appeal. 
Slight  friction  only  on  the  high  points .  879 

1844  AU-53(PCGS).  Slight  and  even  wear. 

Fewer  than  expected  marks  for  the  grade.  A 
pleasing  and  affordable  example  of  an  earlier 
issue  in  the  series . 495 

1847  AU-58.  Brilliant . 795 

1853  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  type  coin  for 
your  collection  with  lustrous  deep  yellow 
gold  surfaces  and  pale  rose  toning .  595 

1853  AU-53  (PCGS).  Rich,  mellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  add  to  the  strong  eye  appeal  of  this  coin. 
No  heavy  marks.  Sure  to  please  quality.  419 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  The  combination  of 

slight  wear,  few  marks  and  nice  lustre  makes 
this  coin  an  excellent  value .  595 

Lustrous  1857-0  Half  Eagle 


1857-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Reflective  greenish 

gold  surfaces.  A  lovely  example . 9,450 

1861  AU'58  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  well 
struck  example  with  nice  frosty  lustre.  .  795 

1872-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Very  nice . 395 

1873  Closed  3  AU'53  (PCGS).  Slight  wear, 
excellent  lustre.  A  coin  that,  at  first  glance, 

could  he  mistaken  as  Uncirculated . 495 

1877'S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1879  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

Mint  State  1880  Half  Eagle 

1 880  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  beauty  has  exceptional 
lustre  and  no  heavy  marks.  Nice  contrast  between 


the  frosty  devices  and  reflective  fields . 1 ,595 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  orange-gold  with 
strong  lustre.  From  an  early  die  state  of  this 
popular  overdate  issue,  with  remnants  of  all 


four  underlying  digits  plainly  seen  around  the 

1881  date . 995 

1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Well  stnick  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Having  considerably  fewer  marks  than 
normally  found  on  a  coin  of  this  grade. ...  495 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  $5 
1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 
choice  and  beautiful  example  of  this  Phila¬ 
delphia  issue.  Only  1 5  pieces  graded.  1 ,895 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  light  yellow  gold  lustre . 329 

Lustrous  1901/0-S  Half  Eagle 


1901/0-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 2,595 

WHAT  WE  Can  Learn 
FROM  Our  Pet  Dog 

(sent  by  Beth  Eastman) 

When  loved  ones  come  home, 
always  run  to  greet  them. 

Never  pass  up  the  opportunity 
to  go  for  a  joyride. 

Allow  the  experience  of  fresh 
air  and  the  wind  in  your  face  to  he 
pure  ecstasy. 

When  it’s  in  your  best  interest, 
practice  obedience. 

Take  naps  and  stretch  before  rising. 

Run,  romp,  and  play  daily. 

Thrive  on  attention  and  let 
people  touch  you. 

Avoid  biting  when  a  simple 
growl  will  do. 

On  warm  days,  stop  to  lie  on 
your  back  on  the  grass. 

On  hot  days,  drink  lots  of  water 
and  lie  under  a  shady  tree. 

When  you’re  happy,  dance 
around  and  wag  your  entire  body. 

No  matter  how  often  you’re 
scolded,  don’t  buy  into  the  guilt 
thing  and  pout.  Instead,  run  right 
hack  and  make  friends. 

Delight  in  the  simple  joy  of  a 
long  walk. 

Eat  with  gusto  and  enthusiasm, 
but  stop  when  you  have  had  enough. 

Be  loyal  and  never  pretend  to  be 
something  you’re  not. 

When  someone  is  having  a  bad 
day,  be  silent,  sit  close  by  and  nuzzle 
them  gently. 
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IWl-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

Memorable  Gem  1903-8  $5 


1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  en¬ 
countered  at  this  grade  level.  You  can  have 
a  field  day  by  looking  through  our  wonderful 
listing  of  gold  coins  and  adding  desired  pieces 
to  your  collection.  The  market  is  just  right, 
and  our  selection  is  remarkable .  3,695 


Rare  Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 


1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Bright  orange-gold  with 
some  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  on  the  mirror 
fields  and  modestly  frosted  motifs.  Only  85 
Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced,  with  far 
fewer  than  that  number  still  accounted  for 
today.  A  nice  opportunity  for  the  gold  coin 
fancier  and  half  eagle  specialist  alike.  .  5,950 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  splendid 

specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  series.  Quality  such  as  this  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate .  1,275 

1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Exceptional  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Minimum  marks  for  the  grade.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  example  of  the  last  Liberty  half  eagle 
struck  at  the  Denver  Mint .  569 

INDIAN  HALF  EAGLES 


Choice  1908  Indian  $5 


1 908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  stnick  with 
lustrous  surfaces.  First  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s 

incu.se  design.  Scarce  .so  choice .  3,395 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  995 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Very  minor  abra¬ 
sions  are  noted .  725 

191  1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 61  5 


Lustrous  and  Rare  191  1-S  $5 

191 1-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 
and  rather  rare  coin,  a  great  combination  for 
just .  1,595 

191 1- S  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  very  scarce 
i.ssue . 695 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

scarcer  issues  in  the  series . 995 

1912-S  AU-53  (NGC).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist.  Lustrous  light  yellow- 
gold  with  minimal  surface  marks . 495 

Unusually  Fine  1913  $5 
Near  Gem  Grade 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Unusually  fine,  unusually  beautiful  grade  for 
this  issue — a  half  eagle  that  is  more  often 
seen  around  the  AU  level.  Just  a  point  away 
from  the  gem  level,  usually  defined  as  MS- 

65 . 3,350 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  for 
your  date  or  type  collection.  Brilliant  yellow 
gold  with  sharp  design  features .  575 


Impressive  1913-S  $5  Rarity 


1913-S  MS-61  (NGC).  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  to  acquire  this  rare  date. 
Very  few  examples  are  the  equal  of  this  lovely 
coin.  Highly  lustrous  orange-gold  surfaces 
with  sharp  design  features .  2,295 


Lustrous  1914  Half  Eagle 
1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin .  1,595 

Choice  Uncirculated  1914-D  $5 


1914-19  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with 
lively  olive  highlights.  A  choice  piece  for  the 
a.ssigned  grade.  De.spite  a  mintage  of  247,000 
pieces,  this  Denver  Mint  i.ssue  is  quite  .scarce 
in  choice  Uncirculated  grade . 2,850 


1914- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  light  yellow 

gold .  435 

191  5-S  AU-58  (Pt3GS).  Light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  An  attractive  example .  1,050 

191 5- S  EF-40.  Attractive . 459 

1916- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive 
with  brilliant  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  725 

1916-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing . 435 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to  you, 
order  w-ith  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as  your 
satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Our  listing  includes  many  interesting 
and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty  Head  series,  con¬ 
cluded  by  some  high-grade  Indian  eagles. 

LIBERTY  HEAD  GOLD  EAGLES 

1840  EF-45  (PCGS).  Even  wear  and  goixl  lustre 
for  the  grade.  None  of  the  heavy  hagmarks 
commonly  found  on  this  issue .  775 


Lovely  1849-0  Eagle 


1849-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example 
of  this  scarce  issue  with  bright  greenish  gold 
surfaces.  Virtually  full  lustre  and  few-  insig¬ 
nificant  abrasions . 6,750 

1851-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  conservatively 
graded.  Outstanding  lustre  and  the  absence 
of  heavy  marks  makes  this  piece  a  nice  choice 

for  the  type  or  date  collector . 975 

1851-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  abraded  green¬ 
ish  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  lustre. ...  595 
1852  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example.  395 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal .  365 

1855  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant .  775 

Impressive  1871-CC  Eagle 


1871-CC  ALi-5  3  (PCflS).  .‘\n  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  spcciali.'>t.  This 
lovely  coin  has  exceptional  lustre  .md  \  er\ 
pleasing  .surfaces.  Shaqsly  defined.  .A  few  very 
light  ahrasiotis  are  expected .  l6,5cV' 


RARF  coin  REVIEW  #146 


55 


MARni/.APRIl  LAY' 


United  states  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Important  1882-0 
Virtually  Mint  State 


1882-0  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  date  with  virtually  com¬ 
plete  greenish  gold  lustre  and  reflective 
surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck  with  outstand¬ 
ing  aesthetic  appeal .  3,250 

Lustrous  1893  Eagle 
Choice  Mint  State 

1893  MS-64.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  Not  par¬ 
ticularly  easy  to  find  in  choice  Mint  State. 
None  graded  higher .  1,495 


1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Full  brilliance  and 
excellent  lustre.  Another  carefully  selected 
example  that  exhibits  fewer  than  expected 
abrasions  for  the  grade .  539 

Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  Eagle 


1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice  Mint  State 
example  of  this  rarity;  an  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Brilliant 
yellow  gold  surfaces,  slightly  lighter  along  the 
borders.  PCGS  has  graded  just  three  ex¬ 
amples  (including  this)  with  a  single  finer 
MS-65  coin .  10,500 


Gem  1897  Liberty  Eagle 
Among  Finest  Certified 
1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Only  five  pieces 
graded  higher  by  PCGS.  A  fmd  for  the 

specialist . 1 ,795 

1897-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  bright  and  lustrous 
example.  An  affordable  choice  for  the  type 
collector . 429 

Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 


1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow 
gold  with  full  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  most  attractive  eagles  at  this 


Want 


Tom  Becker 
Sales  Director 


List  Service 


Gordon  Wrubel 


Mark  Borckardt 


Director  of  Isliimisrnatic  Operations  Senior  Numismatist 


X 

Y 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  he  a  good 
value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard- 
to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250 
and  up.  Just  copy  this  page,  complete  the  form  and  send 
it  to  us  hy  mail  or  fax.  Use  extra  paper  if  needed!  Or  go 
to  www.howersandmerena.com  and  complete  an  elec¬ 
tronic  submission  form. 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  he  your  eyes  and  ears  on  the 
convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time 
collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  in  communi¬ 
cations  with  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality  you 
receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for  their 
aesthetic  appeal  in  combination  with  their  technical 
grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  he  a  good  value  for  you. 
Each  and  every  purchase  you  make  comes  with  our 
guarantee  of  sati.sfaction. 


Name 


Today  s  Date 

Street  _ _ 

City _ 


Customer#  (if  known) 


State 


Zip 


I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  U  By  Phone# _  J  By  Mail 

J  By  Fax# _  □  By  E-Mail _ 


Grading  Service  Preference  (If  Any)  _ 

Date  DenominationA^ariety 


Grade  or  Grade  Range 


X 

Y 
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level  we  can  recall  seeing.  Perfect  for 
the  advanced  type  set .  2,1 50 


ein)ugh  lustre  that  it  can  share  some  with  the 
rest  of  your  collection  of  eagles .  5,795 


Choice  Mint  State  1900-8  Eagle 


1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  condition  rarity,  having  highly 
lustrous  light  gold  surfaces . 4,450 


Choice  1901-0  Eagle 


1901-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  pleasing  example  with  satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  Only 
eight  pieces  graded  higher .  2,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Eagle 
Extraordinary  Quality 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  featuring  outstanding  deep  yellow  gold 
lustte  and  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  A 
treat  for  the  connoisseur.  Although  this  issue 
is  one  of  the  most  available  in  the  entire  Lib¬ 
erty  eagle  .seties,  few  examples  of  similar  qual¬ 
ity  remain  in  existence .  6,250 


Satiny  1903  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PGGS).  Medium  yellow  and  cop¬ 
pery  gold  with  excellent  lustre  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  very  difficult  date  to  locate  in  this 
grade  -  in  fact,  PGGS  has  ceriifietl  only  one 
piece  higher.  A  most  pleasing  specimen,  with 


Attractive  1905  Eagle 
Very  Choice  Mint  State 
1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,995 


Condition  Rarity  1905-S  $10 


1905-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  lustre  on 
satiny  surfaces.  The  fact  that  there  were  no 
Uncirculated  specimens  of  this  date  in  the  Bass 
Collection  speaks  volumes  about  its  rarity  in 
this  state.  Choice  for  the  grade.  Only  nine 
graded  MS'63  with  just  one  higher . 4,500 

INDIAN  GOLD  EAGLES 


1907  Indian.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant  piece. 
Nice  frosty  lustre  and  having  fewer  than  ex¬ 
pected  marks  for  the  grade.  If  you  are  assem¬ 
bling  a  type  set,  this  first  year  of  issue  would 

he  a  very  nice  choice .  879 

1907  Indian.  AU'58  (ANACS).  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  with  great  lustre . 489 


Choice  Mint  State  1908-D  Eagle 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  rich  orange  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Highly  lustrous  and  extremely 
attractive.  An  important  tarity  among  Indian 

eagles . 8,450 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  issue .  695 

1908  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight. 
Strong  cartwheel  lustre  graces  the  rich 
golden  orange  surfaces .  1,575 

1910  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold  with  a  trace  of  pink  toning . 825 

1911- DEF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive....  795 

1912- S  AU-55  (PC:GS).  Brilliant .  575 

191  3-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

1914-S  AU-58  (I\:GS).  Brilliant . 495 

1914-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1915  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  599 

1926  MS-64  (PCXjS).  Brilliant .  1,229 


$20  GOLD 

Double  eagles 


A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  n 
offered  for  your  collecting  sati.sfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold 
pieces  coittinues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low 
prices  for  gold  bullion,  the.se  large  gold  coins  ha\'e 
been  “selling  like  hotcakes”  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  not  only  our  di.strihution  of  1857- 
S  and  1856-S  $20  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 
and,  earlier,  treasures  from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
hut  just  about  all  other  Lssut's  as  well.  Sjx-aking  of  the 
Cerrtral  America,  if  you’d  like  to  know  about  the 
availability  of  gold  ingots,  just  ask.  Tire  double  eagles 
are  nearly  all  sold  out,  and  just  a  few  remain.  Re¬ 
cently,  a  film  crew  visited  us  in  ctMinection  with  a 
feature  being  created  on  the  California  Gold  Rush. 
We  expiect  that  it  will  he  ready  for  scrc'cning  in  2C'02. 
The  excitement  continues! 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or 
sequences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of  our 
customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces,  finding 
coins  in  that  range  to  he  the  ideal  combination  of 
price  paid  vis-a-vis  quality  and  value  received. 
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George  H.  Biirfeind,  Washing¬ 
ton,  offers  1(X)  gold  deillars  at  $1 .85 
per  lot — including  some  scarce 
dares.  Wonder  if  he  had  an  “in”  wirli 
the  Treasury  Department,  \vliicli 
was  currently  redeeming  them? 

(Part  of  a  continuing  series  of 
postcards  senf  to  johti  A.  Reck, 
the  famcius  Pittshurgh  numisma¬ 
tist  ttf  the  early  20th  century. 
Reck  was  an  eager  Buyer  of  cttins 
and  corresponded  extensively 
with  sttme  of  the  most  t.imous  col- 
lectttrs  and  de.ilers  of  his  time.) 
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yNiTED  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Liberty  Double  Eagles 

ISS 1-0  EF'40  (EXXIS).  Quite  a  nice  strike  and 
gt.xvl  lustre  tnr  the  grade.  Nn  hea\T  marLs.  975 
1S52  EF'45  (NGC).  A  nice  example  tor  this 
grade . 895 


Choice  MS'64  1857-8  Central  America  $20 


1857-S  From  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 9,900 

1865  \T-25.  Good  lustre  for  the  grade.  Problem 

free  rims.  Excellent  eye  appeal .  595 

1866  With  Motto.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  yel¬ 

low  gold  with  a  hint  of  green.  Considerable 
lustre  remains.  First  year  of  issue  for  the 
“Type  H”  design .  1,395 

1869-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  for  the 
grade . 695 

1869- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing . 679 

1870- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  gold  surfaces 

with  some  lustre  evident . 635 


1870-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 655 

1873  Open  3  MS-61  (NGC).  Outstanding  lus¬ 
tre.  The  marks  are  well  scattered.  A  positive 


choice .  1,450 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 695 


Wonderful  Choice  1907-D  $20 
1907-D  MS64  (PCGS).  A  well  struck  ex¬ 
ample  with  outstanding  lustre  and  a  clean 
cheek.  The  last  of  the  Liberty  double 
eagles . 1,925 

SAINT'GAUDENS 

Double  Eagles 

1908  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  surfaces  and  faint 
orange  toning .  1,250 

Mint  State  1909/8  $20 
1909/8  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
example  of  this  scarce  overdate,  the  only 
overdate  among  all  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagles.  Although  often  seen  in  higher  circu¬ 
lated  grades,  true  Mint  State  examples  are 

most  elusive .  1,895 

1909-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  choice  example  with 

bright  yellow  gold  lustre .  595 

191 1-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem,  brilliant  and 
attractive.  While  not  a  rarity,  this  issue  is 
hardly  common .  1,150 


Mint  State  191  3-S  $20 
191 3-S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this  issue 
in  lovely  Mint  State  quality.  Fully  brilliant 
with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre.  Just  34,000  of 
this  issue  were  minted,  one  of  the  lowest 
pri>duction  figures  for  the  entire  Saint- 
Gaudens  series  from  1907  to  1933.  In  fact, 
only  the  1907  High  Relief  issue  has  a  lower 
mintage .  1,950 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deep  yel¬ 

low  gold  lustre  and  excepticrnal  eye  appeal. 
An  elusive  issue .  1,195 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  greenish  yellow 

gold  lustre.  An  outstanding  example  of  this 
scarce  issue .  1,625 

1920  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  sharply  struck  example . 895 

1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem 
example  for  your  type  collection,  this  with 
outstanding  rose  lustre  with  hints  of 

green . 1 ,295 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  sat¬ 
iny  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  of 
the  last  common  date  issue  of  this  series.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  most  attractive .  1,050 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  yellow  lus¬ 
tre  with  a  trace  of  orange  toning.  An  impres¬ 
sive  example  for  the  type  collector . 675 
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RARH  CfilN  RbVll  W  *146 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  &  That 


A  GREAT  BOOK  arrived  in  the 
mail  the  other  day  from  Fred  Holabird, 
the  well  known  specialist  in  Western 
Americana.  The  volume  is  on  mines 
and  mining  companies,  by  James 
Garhani,  and  sells  for  $45  plus  $3  ship¬ 
ping  (Arizona  Territorial  Trader,  TO. 
Box  85842,  Tucson,  Arizona  85754- 
5842).  Soft  covered,  the  work  is  320 
pages  long  and  lists  12,600  mines  and 
mining  companies  and  their  locations, 
such  enterprises  being  active  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  period  1854-1954.  The  hook  is  a  hit 
too  specialized  for  us  to  add  to  our  sale 
list  of  publications,  yet  it  is  e|uite  worth¬ 
while  for  those  interested  in  the  fields. 
We  have  no  financial  involvement,  but 
simply  are  grateful  for  the  copy  we  re¬ 
ceived  and  suggest  that  you  might  want 
one  as  well! 

“CARAMOOR”  is  the  title  of  a 
fine  hook  hy  Start  Shippee,  just  pub¬ 
lished,  delineating  the  history  and 
present  treasures  of  the  Caramoor 
mansion  and  estate  in  Bedford,  New 
York.  Built  hy  Lucie  and  Walter  Rosen 
from  1929  through  1939,  and  furnished 
with  many  beautiful  things,  the  facility 
survives  today,  more  appreciated  than 
ever,  as  the  Caramoor  Center  for  Mu¬ 
sic  and  the  Arts,  Inc.  The  coin  collect¬ 
ing  connection  is  that  Starr  is  the  wife 
of  Boh  Shippee,  one  of  our  favorite  nu¬ 
mismatic  scholars,  a  gentleman  with 
deep  and  wide  ranging  interests  in 
many  subjects — a  numismatist  for  all 
seasons.  A  copy  of  this  hook  is  avail¬ 
able  on  Boh  Shippee’s  wehsite, 
www.rarecoinman.com. 

RICK  BAGG  AND  JOHN 
PACK,  consignment  gatherers  par  ex¬ 


cellence  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies,  report  a  delightful  “rush”  of  scarce 
and  rare  coins  coming  in  for  our  next 
several  sales.  And,  having  seen  some  of 
the  “goodies,”  and  about  to  join  our 


staff  in  the  presentation  of  them,  the 
best  word  is  “Wow!”  Which  brings  us  to 
suggest;  When  time  comes  for  you  to 
sell,  think  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries.  Every  consignment  is  truly  “spe¬ 
cial,”  and  we  think  you’ll  he  delighted 
with  what  we  do. 

JOHN  GREENLEAF  WHITCH- 

ER?  When  reading  through  some  old 
genealogies  the  other  day  we  came 
aenrss  the  note  that  generations  ago  the 
surname  Whittier  was  sometimes  inter¬ 
changeable  with  Whitcher.  Also, 
Greenleaf  was  a  popular  man’s  name 
(not  a  Dylan,  Derek,  or  other  such 
name,  as  we  see  today,  was  in  sight,  nor 


amerng  women  was  there  anyone  named 
Tiffany,  Gaitlyn,  or  Wendy). 

MORE  ADVICE  WANTED?  A 
year  ago  your  editor  made  a  $10,000  in¬ 
vestment  in  a  Van  Kampen  fund  that 
was  recommended.  Within  12  months  it 
had  dropped  in  value  tt)  le.ss  thair  $5,000. 
The  “investment  advisor”  in  charge  of 
the  account  wrote  to  offer  “more  advice,” 
which  was  politely  (sort  oO  declined. 


WE  SHOULD  HAVE  consulted  a 
numismatist,  of  course.  And,  for  another 
investment  we  did.  Around  the  same 
time  we  spent  a  hit  more  money  with 
the  Winslow  Fund  run  hy  John  Adatns 
(famous  numismatist,  as  you  tnay  know) 
and  crew  at  Adams,  Harkness  &  Hill,  in 
Boston.  Despite  the  stock  market  “hit” 
of  last  year,  our  investment  is  “up” 
nicely.  Thanks! 


INNOVATE  OR  PERISH,  or  at 
least  keep  up  with  the  times.  That  is  the 
theme  of  the  little  hook.  Who  Moved 
My  Cheesed  written  hy  Spencer 
Johnson,  and  on  the  best-seller  list  long 
enough  to  make  any  other  puhli.sher 
jealous.  Recently,  Roger  Johnson,  CEO 
of  Collectors  Universe,  sent  all  of  his 
execs  a  copy. 

RECENTLY,  Dwight  Manley  and 
your  editor  were  discussing  “the  hook” 
that  has  been  occupying  so  much  of  our 
effort  in  recent  years,  A  California  Gold 
Rush  History  Featuring  the  Treasure  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  a  virtual  “you 
are  there”  experience  in  gold  hunting, 
minting,  adventure,  assaying,  and  more. 
The  cost  of  this  project  has  challenged 
the  $1  million  mark  (including  print¬ 
ing,  graphics,  and  research),  accctrding 
to  Dwight,  probably  a  record  fiir  any 
hcHik  ever  produced  in  numismatics. 
However,  the  vidume  is  over  1,050 
pages  in  length,  is  expected  to  weigh 
about  14  pounds  (amazing!),  is  color  il¬ 
lustrated  from  front  to  hack,  and  is 
printed  on  superb  quality  paper.  Right 
now,  it  is  being  printed.  If  you  haven’t 
ordered  a  copy  yet,  you  may  wish  to  de> 
sit.  We  think  you’ll  he  delighted!  The 
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This  and  That 


byQ-  David  Bowers 


other  day  we  sat  down  with  a  pile  ot 
proof  pa^jes  tor  the  hook,  with  Jennifer 
Meers  of  our  Graphics  Department  at 
our  side,  and  it  took  tuo  hours  just  to 
“flip  through”  the  pages! 

FRANKIE  AND  JOHNNIE,  more 
formally  Frank  Van  Valen  and  John 
Kraljevich  of  our  staff,  just  returned 
from  the  best  part  of  a  week  in  New 
York  City  attending  the 
International  Coin  Show. 

Although  we’ve  dealt  in 
w'orld  coins  since  virtu¬ 
ally  day  one,  in  recent 
times  we  have  increased 
our  emphasis  on  this  spe¬ 
cialty.  Need  a  silver 
“crown,”  or  a  Mexican 
doubloon,  or  whatever? 

Check  with  our  World 
Coin  Department. 

IF  PLANS  WORK 
OUT,  a  nice  display  of 
numismatically  related 
postcards  will  go  on  display  at  a  coin 
show  early  in  2003,  time  and  place  to 
be  announced.  Specimens  will  come 
from  the  cabinets- — er,  albums — of  your 
editor  and  Mark  Borckardt. 

IT  WAS  NICE  TO  SEE  Dr.  Wallace 
Lee,  a  “cover  consignor”  to  one  of  our 
great  sales  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  audience 
at  our  last  sale — and  bidding.  One  thing 
about  numismatics  is  that  once  you  catch 
the  “bug,”  it  won’t  go  away.  The  only  cure 
is  to  keep  collecting! 

TREASURE  HUNTING:  Every¬ 
one  loves  gold  treasure,  and  recently  the 
local  Winnipesaukee  Dive  Shop  made 
special  insurance  arrangements,  took  out 
a  one-day  policy,  hired  a  policeman  to 
stand  by,  and  displayed  one  of  the  gold 
ingots  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  as 
part  of  a  program.  Everyone  was  excited, 
and  there  was  a  “photo  opportunity”  to 
he  pictured  with  the  brick  of  gold  (care¬ 
fully  positioned  on  a  velvet  pad).  Not 
long  thereafter,  two  dozen  people  from 
the  Dive  Shop  went  on  a  one-week 
Kuba  diving  trip  to  Bonaire,  a  little  is¬ 


land  not  far  from  Curacao,  where  they 
spent  a  lot  of  time  underwater  seeing 
sharks,  morays,  a  manta  ray  “as  big  as  a 
living  room  carpet,”  an  old  freighter,  and 
other  stuff — hut  no  gold  coins! 

SPEAKING  OF  GOLD,  we’ve 
been  advised  that  while  the  S.S.  Central 
America  ingots  are  nearly  all  gone,  we 
do  have  18  of  them  on  hand  for  sale.  In¬ 


terested?  Give  Tom  Becker  or  Chris 
Karstedt  a  call! 

CHANGES:  We  recently  received 
a  note  from  the  Grabhorn  Institute 
(1802  Hays  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94129),  now  established  as  a  non-profit 
organization,  which  describes  itself  as 
“one  of  the  few  places  left  in  the  world 
where,  under  one  roof,  the  entire  tradi¬ 
tional  process  by  which  books  are  made 
is  in  operation,  from  the  casting  of  type, 
through  letterpress  printing,  to  bind¬ 
ing.”  The  notice  went  on  to  say  that 
across  the  Atlantic  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  “none  of  the  main  type  foundries 
are  producing  type  any  more.”  The 
Grabhorn  Institute  is  currently  situated 
in  a  “handsome  14,000  square-foot  in¬ 
dustrial  building,  with  enough  addi¬ 
tional  space  to  accommodate  public 
tours  in  the  production  areas,  as  well  as 
a  gallery  and  meeting  room.”  They’re 
on  a  fundraising  campaign  to  help  make 
things  viable. 

MORE  CHANGES:  The  above  re¬ 
minds  us  of  a  couple  other  situations: 


Recently,  the  daughter  of  a  staffer  re¬ 
marked  with  amazement  that  she  had 
just  seen  a  “disc”  with  grooves  on  both 
sides  (she  knew  only  CD-ROMs  and 
was  not  aware  of  old  phonograph 
records!).  And,  who  would  have  be¬ 
lieved  in  tbe  year  2002  that  your  editor 
no  longer  owns  a  typewriter! 

TYPEWRITER-IANA:  We  learned 
to  type  while  in  junior 
high,  at  summer  school, 
using  a  Royal  with  “Magic 
Margins.”  In  the  late 
1950s  or  early  1960s,  when 
IBM  introduced  its 
“Selectric”  model  with  ro¬ 
tating  ball  (based  upon  the 
old  Blickensderfer  mecha¬ 
nism),  our  coin  company 
got  one  of  the  first  models. 
At  the  time,  we  were  in 
Johnson  City,  New  York, 
and  IBM  had  a  large  facil¬ 
ity  in  nearby  Endicott. 

Your  editor  was  busy  pay¬ 
ing  down  the  mortgage  on  his  house  re¬ 
cently  bought  from  a  Mr.  Cooper,  who 
had  headed  the  IBM  facility,  but  who  had 
moved  on.  (End  of  trivia.) 

INTERESTING  GRAPH  by 
David  Ganz  in  a  recent  issue  of  NumiS' 
matic  News.  Depicted  are  price  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Dow-Jones  Industrial  Av¬ 
erage  and  the  1794  silver  dollar  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade  (admittedly  a  rare  nu¬ 
mismatic  bird).  According  to  his  figures, 
someone  in  1947  investing  in  a  1794 
dollar  would  have  close  to  $600,000  in 
value  today,  and  someone  investing  in 
the  DJIA  would  have  received  slightly 
more  than  $500,000.  The  results  seem 
to  be  somewhat  of  a  toss  up.  One  thing 
about  David  Ganz’s  columns  (which 
also  appear  in  COlNage)  is  that  the 
subject  matter  is  not  often  duplicated  by 
other  writers.  And,  anyone  wanting  to 
study  what  goes  on  behind  the  scenes 
with  coin  legislation  would  have  to,  by 
necessity,  use  bis  columns  as  a  basic 
source.  (A  few  years  ago  we  reprinted  a 
book  on  coinage  laws,  and  Dave  Canz 
wrote  the  intro  for  us.) 
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Commemorative 

U.S.  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  continue  to  be  busy  buying  commemo' 
ratives!  We  firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the 
early  1892-1954  issues  are  incredibly  inexpen¬ 
sive  in  today’s  marketplace — in  many  instances 
selling  for  less  than  they  did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and 
consider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating 
of  all  American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954-  The  fact  that  the  market 
has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us 
to  signal  an  opportunity,  and  we’ve  been  writing 
checks  whenever  an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American 
coins,  few  if  any  issues  can  match  commemo¬ 
ratives  for  their  historical  significance.  Beyond 
this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low  mintages. 
Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  with  mint¬ 
ages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces,  can  he  purchased 
for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes  well  under — 
certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Washington 
and  Carver- Washington  series  are  prime  ex¬ 
amples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the 
right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special  in 
mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inven¬ 
tory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for  your 
selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabetical  order 
(more  or  less),  following  numismatic  tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  time! 

Commemorative  Coinage  References: 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  State.s:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  A  one- 
of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity,  market  analysis,  etc.!  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List 
$39.95  before  your  discount.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-308a.  List  $49.95  before  your  discount. 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Qold  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  1892-1989.  By  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen.  An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List  $29.95,  before 
your  discount. 

A  Basic  Quide  to  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins.  By  Michael  ].  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  A 
fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List 
$14.95,  before  your  discount. 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives.  By  Harry  Laibstain.  A  guide  to  mar¬ 
ket  availability  of  different  issues  in  various  grades. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A.  List  $50,  before 
your  discount. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Light  iridescent 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  beautiful 

design . 795 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  Attractive. .  475 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
A  fantastic  coin  with  gorgeous  lightly  toned 
lustrous  surfaces  highlighted  with  a  halo  of 
gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning — a  virtual 
numismatic  art  display!  You  could  survey  100 
different  specimens  offered  for  sale  at  the 
MS-65  level  and  not  find  a  single  piece  that 
will  match  the  eye  appeal  of  this.  A  very  spe¬ 
cial  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  examples  of  this  key  commemora¬ 
tive  that  we  have  ever  handled .  10,500 


Call  To  Order 
800-222^5993 


Gem  Mint  State  1921  Alabama 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  of  tbis  popular  issue.  Frosty- 
silver  surfaces  with  very  sharp  design  features. 

An  important  opportunity .  2,650 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 
Cheaper  today  than  it  was  during  the  market 
high  of  1989!  Might  this  situation  translate 
to  your  advantage  if  you  need  one  for  your 

collection? . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  with  fully  brilliant,  frosty- 

white  lustre . 495 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Old 
gold  and  gray  toning  over  problem  free  sur¬ 
faces . 239 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Lustrous  and  attractive.  A  lot  of  value  awaits 

you  in  the  MS-64  grade .  1,050 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  exceptional  satiny  lustre .  595 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Beautiful  lustre  with 

a  wisp  of  even  golden  toning . 99 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  1,1 50 
1936  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  339 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Nearly  full  brilliant  with  a 

wisp  of  light  golden  toning .  75 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  359 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  with  amber  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  1,050 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65  fPCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  A  beautiful  example  of  a 
coin  that  typically  has  some  m.irk>  in  the  ob 
verse  fields.  This  com  is  free  of  that  tvpH-  of 
defect  and  should  please  the  most  discnmi 
nating  collector .  7^"- 
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Cincinnati.  MS'6S  (PCGS). Light 
golden  toning  on  problem-tree  surfaces.  775 
0  56  Cleveland.  .\1S'66  (PCXjS).  Brilliant  and 
lustnms.  .As  expected,  the  surfaces  of  this 

heautiful  com  are  nearly  perfect . 859 

1956'S  Columbia.  MS'66.  .A.n  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue  with  fully  brilliant,  satiny 
lustre .  549 

1935  Connecticut.  MS'65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  surfaces .  595 

1955  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  brown  toning  subdues  the  satiny 
lustre.  The  reverse  is  lighter  with  ivory  lus¬ 
tre .  515 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Uniform  light  to 

medium  golden  toning  with  somewhat 
deeper  gold  along  the  rims  on  the  reverse. 
Very  clean  and  lustrous  surfaces  beneath  the 
toning.  A  very  natural  looking  coin .  295 

Superb  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 
1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  stunning  gem  example  with  frosty 

white  lustre .  1,895 

1922  Grant  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,095 
1922  Grant.  Star.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  pleasing 
example  of  this  scarce  issue  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  mottled  steel  toning .  1,295 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  795 


1924  Huguenot.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Very  faint 
light  gold  toning  on  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  A  beautiful  coin .  1,395 

1946  Iowa.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

outstanding  silvery  white  lustre .  379 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  159 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned . 485 

1920  Maine.  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  frosty  lustre  and  lots  of  eye 

appeal . 650 

1934  Maryland.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of 
light  gold  toning  over  lustrous  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  surfaces.  Quality  for  the  collector 

who  wants  the  best .  1,050 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Golden  brown  with  iri¬ 
descent  peripheral  toning . 465 

1936  Norfolk.  MS'67  (PCGS).  Slight  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse  rims.  Exceptional  lus¬ 
tre  and  immaculate  surfaces .  595 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a  very 
intricate  design,  and  is  usually  found  in 

higher  grades .  449 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  frosty  lustre  and  a  trace  of  peripheral 

toning .  189 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Soft  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  with  faint  champagne  toning.  A  lovely 
example .  299 


1937-D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  145 

1938'D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Nice  lustre 
and  just  a  wisp  of  toning  at  the  rims . 875 


Choice  and  Attractive  1915-8  Panama- 
Pacific  50( 

191 5'S  Panama-Pacific.  MS'64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very 
choice  specimen  of  this  highly  important  is¬ 
sue  .  1,425 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  just  a  wisp  of 
light  golden  toning.  Excellent  lustre  and  few 

marks .  745 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS'66  (NGC).  Lustrous 
light  golden  surfaces.  An  extraordinary  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  issue.  Just  10,000 
were  distributed .  1,550 

These  lovely  and  now-rare  commemoratives  were 
ostensibly  issued  to  benefit  the  El  Paso  Museum,  but  in 
reality  they  were  a  pet  project  of  L.W.  Hoffecker,  a  man 
of  amazing  ability  who  could  say  one  thing  with  a 
straight  face,  even  to  a  congressional  committee,  and 
then  privately  do  just  the  opposite.  He  was  also  very 
generous,  and  when  the  coins  were  minted  he  donated 
t«'i)  (2 — count  them — 2)  pieces  to  the  El  Paso  Mu¬ 
seum.  For  good  measure,  later  he  served  as  president  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  (of  which  your 
editor  was  also  a  later  president — collectively  a  group 
of  men  and  women  who  over  the  years  have  had  a  few 
saints  and  a  few  scoundrels,  with  lots  of  hard-working 
individuals  constituting  the  median). 


A 


“You  Should  Own  This  Coin 

1928  Hawaiian  Commemorative 


Often  referred  to  as  the  “King  of 
Silver  Commemoratives,”  the  Hawai¬ 
ian  half  dollar  was  issued  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  1 50th  anniversary  of 
the  discovery  of  the  islands  by  Cap¬ 
tain  James  Cook  in  1778. 

Only  9,958  regular  issue  coins  plus 
50  sandblast  Proofs  were  struck  making 
the  Hawaiian  commemorative  the  lowest 
mintage  of  all  the  various  commemorative  types 
produced  from  1892  through  1954-  How  the  coins 
were  distributed  contributed  to  its  almost  instant 
recognition  as  a  scarce  and  prized  item.  Half  the 
mintage  was  reserved  for  distribution  on  the  Ha¬ 
waiian  Islands  with  the  rest  being  sold  in  the 
United  States.  Purchases  were  limited  to  five 


the  “Hawaiian”  serves  as  the  primary 
challenge  to  completing  a  com¬ 
memorative  collection.  It’s  safe  to 
say  that  if  you  wished  to  limit  your 
collection  to  include  a  single  com¬ 
memorative,  the  1928  Hawaiian 
would  be  the  obvious  choice. 

We  currently  have  the  following  Hawai¬ 
ian  commemoratives  in  stock: 

MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  piece  with  outstand¬ 
ing  lustre  and  minimum  marks  for  the  grade . 2,950 

MS-62  (NGC).  Don’t  be  misled  by  the  grade.  This 
fully  brilliant  and  lustrous  piece  exhibits  great  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Certainly  one  of  the  nicest  examples  you  will  find 
in  this  grade .  1,895 
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Because  of  its  rarity,  the  Hawaiian  commemo- 

Tom  Becker 

New  purchases  are  ariving  daily  so  please  give  ' 
me  a  call  to  check  on  the  availability  of  other  • 

rative  is  prized  in  any  grade.  For  many  collectors, 

Sales  Director 

Hawaiian  half  dollars  we  may  have  aquired. 
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19)5  Spanish  Trail.  MS'65  (PCCiS).  Brilliant. 
A  lovely  gem  example  ol  one  ot  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative 
types  ot  the  “classic”  era  1892'1954.  •  1,275 
19)5  Spanish  Trail.  MS'64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in 

great  demand .  1,145 

19)5'D  Texas.  MS'66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful 
satin  gem  with  taint  heather  toning.  The 

fields  are  slightly  prootlike .  245 

1936'S  Texas.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Light  chain- 

pagne  surfaces . 279 

1938'D  Texas.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims. .  695 
1938'S  Texas.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 650 

1925  Vancouver.  MS'64  (NGC).  This  is  a  won¬ 
derful  example  ot  this  issue  with  satiny  white 

lustre .  325 

1927  Vermont.  MS'65  (PCGS).  A  wisp  of  light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  and  clean  sur¬ 
faces . 945 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  325 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  285 
1951'S  B.T.W.  MS'66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  peripheral  toning .  295 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS'67  (NGC).  Lustrous  light 

champagne  surfaces .  895 

1936  York.  MS'65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  with  pristine,  frosty  white  sur¬ 
faces . 215 

1936  York.  MS'63  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  frosty  white  lustre .  189 

MODERN  “ULTRA 

Grade”  coins 

A  few  comments  inspired  by  a  letter  or  two 
to  the  effect  that  a  dealer  in  “rare”  coins  should 


nor  sell  modern  Mint  issues  and,  further,  that  so 
many  of  the  itew  pieces  are  being  made  that  they 
are  not  “rare,”  at  least  not  in  a  traditional  sense. 

In  recent  years  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  has 
produced  many  different  varieties  of  commem- 
oratives,  gold  and  silver  “eagles,”  and  other  treats 
for  collectors.  In  contrast  to  the  Proofs  of  1 00  to 
1 50  years  ago,  which  were  sometimes  made  very 
casually,  and  afterward  handled  carelessly  by 
their  owners,  these  pieces  are  struck  in  “ultra 
high”  grades,  such  as  Proof'67,  Proof'68,  or  even 
Proof'69. 

Quite  possibly  if  you  are  an  old-time  tradi¬ 
tionalist  and  love  worn  large  copper  cents,  or 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1807-1836  era 
for  which  an  “ultra  grade”  might  he  MS'63  or  so 
(for  some  die  varieties,  not  even  a  high  grade 
AU  example  is  known),  then  the  modem  pieces 
may  not  be  your  cup  of  tea — and,  of  course,  that 
is  fine.  One  thing  about  numismatics  is  that  it 
offers  just  about  something  for  everyone,  and  we 
all  have  different  tastes. 

That  said,  in  recent  times  there  has  been  a 
great  demand  from  many  of  our  clients  who  en¬ 
joy  the  modern  issues  and  consider,  that  in  a 
way,  a  coin  of  which  just  a  few  tens  of  thousands 
exist,  may  indeed  be  “rare”  in  the  context  of 
modern  issues  (what  with  hundreds  of  millions 
of  some  other  coins  made,  such  as  the  Statehood 
quarters,  which  we  like  a  lot).  One  of  these  days 
we  will  have  to  write  an  article  on  “rarity,”  as  the 
term  cannot  he  used  on  its  own,  without  ex¬ 
plaining  its  application  to  a  given  series.  Thus,  in 
the  context  of  Lincoln  cents  the  1909-8  V.D.B. 
is  called  rare,  and  probably  only  a  few  would 
quarrel  with  that.  However,  it  is  quite  likely  that 
well  over  10,000  examples  exist — it  is  just  that 
the  demand  for  them  is  far  greater  than  that,  and 
in  the  milieu  of  Lincoln  cents  it  is  rare. 


On  the  othet  hand,  an  186)  Civil  War  token 
of  the  general  type  with  “Our  Little  Monitor"  on 
it  probably  exists  to  the  extetit  of  2,500  to  5,(X'v 
examples — hut  a  specialist  in  Civil  Wat  token- 
would  consider  the  variety  to  he  as  common  a.- 
all  get-out!  So.  You  figure! 

And,  without  a  doubt,  modern  commem- 
oratives  and  other  issues  are  history'  in  our  own 
time — just  as,  in  1915,  the  beautiful 
commemoratives  made  for  the  1915  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  were  histor>'  in 
their  time. 

Your  editor  (QDB)  has  far-ranging  interests, 
and  within  the  past  few  months  I  have  pur¬ 
chased  some  gem  Statehood  quarters  to  give  as 
holiday  gifts  to  all  the  children  of  our  staffers, 
while  on  the  other  hand  I  acquired  a  “ratty”  and 
quite  “miserable”  paper  note  of  the  $2  denomi¬ 
nation,  from  the  Winnipissiogee  Bank, 
Meredith,  New  Hampshire,  with  the  right  end 
tattered  and  partly  missing,  and  paid  $90  for  it 
(ridiculous  of  me,  perhaps?)-  If  someone  can  find 
me  an  example,  1  would  pay  multiple  thousands 
of  dollars  for  a  worn  piece  of  currency  from  the 
Carroll  County  National  Bank  of  Sandwich, 
New  Hampshire — quite  realizing,  again,  that 
someone  who  wants  an  “ultra  grade”  1999  or 
2000  commemorative  might  not  pay  face  value 
for  such  a  note! 

On  the  other  hand,  1  can  gaze  with  apprecia¬ 
tion  upon  a  lot  of  the  newer  issues  and,  now  and 
then,  may  buy  a  few  (such  as  a  nifty  double 
struck  2000  New  Hampshire  quarter — relating 
to  our  own  state). 

One  nice  thing  about  numismatics  is  that 
you  can  “vote”  with  your  pocketbook.  If  you  do 
not  like  a  particular  series,  don’t  buy  it!  Tliis  is  as 
it  should  be,  for  otherwise  there  would  not  be 
enough  coins  to  go  around.  No  two  people  I 
have  ever  met  have  ever  had  precisely  the  same 
coin  collections — each  is  as  different  as  snow¬ 
flakes  are  from  one  another. 

MODERN 

COMMEMORATIVES 

_ Silver  Issues _ 

1986'r  Statue  of  Liberty  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre .  37 

1987-P  Constitution  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS).  ...  39 

1987- S  Constitution  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  59 

1988- D  Olympic  $1.  MS-69  (PeIGS) .  39 

1992- W  'X'hitc  House  $1 .  Pnxif-69  IVep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  79 

1993- P  Jefferson  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  119 

1997-P  Botanical  Gardens  $1.  MS'69 

(PCGS) .  120 

2001 -P  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  IVoot-p9  l\.-p 

Cameo  (PCGS).  This  popul.ir  commemora 


WANTED:  A  HAPPY  MEDIUM 


Recently,  “Pre-sales  of  Olympic 
coins  for  the  2002  games  at  Salt  Lake 
City  show  a  slow  start...  Capital  Visi¬ 
tors  Center  sales  reports  are  disap¬ 
pointing,”  per  David  L.  Ganz  in 
COIN  age. 

Perhaps  we  are  having  too  many 
commemoratives?  However,  it  wasn’t 
that  long  ago,  from  the  late  1950s 
through  the  early  1980s,  that  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community  cried  for  more 
commemoratives,  as  none  had  been 
made  since  the  Carver-Washington 
pieces  in  1954.  How  happy  we  all 
were  in  1982  when  the  George  Wash¬ 
ington  commemorative  half  dollar 
Broke  the  impasse! 


Now,  collectors  are  often  viewed 
as  patsies  or  “marks”  for  profits  to 
fund  all  sorts  of  projects,  some  quite 
worthwhile,  and  others  perhaps  not 
so  much.  Perhaps  the  government 
should  have  a  program  whereby  nu¬ 
mismatic  issues  were  regulated  some¬ 
what,  so  that  it  does  not  take  mul¬ 
tiple  thousands  of  dollars,  as  it  does 
now,  just  to  keep  up  with  new  prod¬ 
ucts! 

And,  similar  to  the  situation  with 
Statehood  quarter  dollars,  it  would  he 
nice  if  more  coins  could  he  available 
widely  and  at  face  value — just  as  they 
are,  for  example,  in  the  field  of  post¬ 
age  stamps. 
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ti\ e  issue  exhibits  brilluint  surfaces  with  out- 

'taiulin^  cameo  contrast .  169 

JOOt-l')  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  MS'69  (PCClS). 
Fuliv  brilliant  with  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  169 

MODERN  GOLD 
COMMEMORATIVES 

1989-W  Olympic  $10.  rroof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  350 

1987'W  Constitution  $5.  Pn.Hit'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCUS) .  139 

I989'W  Congress  $5.  Proof'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  145 

1994'W  World  Cup  $5.  Proof'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  195 

1994-W  World  Cup  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS). ..  195 
1995'W  Olympic  Stadium  $5.  MS'69  (PCGS). 
375 

I999-W  Washington  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS).  295 
2001 -W  Capitol  Visitor  Center  $5.  Proot'69 

Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  350 

2001 'W  Capitol  Visitor  Center  $5.  MS-69 
(PCGS) .  350 


AMERICAN  EAGLES 

Silver  Eagles 


1997'P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  1 35 

1998'P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 85 

1999'P  Silver  $1.  Proot-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  119 

2000'P  Silver  $1.  Proot'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 65 

200 1-W  Silver  $1.  Proot-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  55 

EAGLE  Sets 


Gem  Proof  1995'W  Five  Piece  Eagle  Set 
1995'W  Five-coin  set.  $1,  $5,  $10,  $25, 
$50.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  This 


includes  the  rare  1995-W  Proof  silver 

eagle . 4,295 

1995-W  Four-coin  set.  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,150 


Desirable  1997-W  Platinum  Set 
1997-W  Four-coin  set.  Platinum  Statue  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  $10,  $25,  $50,  $100.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  2,300 

INTERESTING 

Memorabilia 


1986-S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 55 

1988-S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  175 

1991- S  Silver  $1.  Proot'69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 99 

1992- S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 69 

1993- P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  175 


Stunning  Proof  1995-W  Silver  Eagle  Rarity 


1995- W  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS).  A  miKlern  day  rarity .  3,175 

1996- P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCX  is ) . 85 


Rovelstad  Elgin  Archive 
Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspondence 
from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  commemorative  halt  dollar  and 
other  Items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  correspondence  from 
Trygve  Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  its 
design,  the  models,  and  so  on.  Absolutely 
unique,  absolutely  irreplaceable .  2,400 

Hoffecker’s  Personal  Medal 
Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  /  L.W. 
HOFFECKER  /  1941.  Medals  such  as  this, 
struck  in  “coin  gold”  (.900  fine),  were  made 
to  give  to  the  current  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association.  Hoffecker, 
who  served  the  term  from  1939  to  1941,  was 
earlier  a  major  promoter  and  distributor  of 
various  commemorative  coinage  issues,  nota¬ 
bly  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936 
Elgin  issues.  Unique,  of  course — with 
1  loffecker  inscription.  A  centerpiece  for  any 
commemorative  exhibit  showcasing  “sto¬ 
ries.”  .  1,5C0 
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Appreciating 
Freeman  hunt 

Your  editor  loves  to  read  old 
texts  on  hanking,  economics,  pa¬ 
per  money,  and  finance — includ¬ 
ing  House  and  Senate  reports 
laced  with  the  names  of  Raguet, 
Hildreth,  Lowndes,  and  others 
(just  as  today  legislators  quote 
Keynes  and  “Adam  Smith”).  The 
more  we  read,  the  more  we  realize 
that  in  the  19th  century  econom¬ 
ics  is  90%  SLihjective  and  psycho¬ 
logical  and  10%  scientific.  The 
same  is  true  today. 

One  of  the  clearest  thinkers  of 
the  1840s  and  1850s  was  Freeman 
Hunt,  who  is  not  widely  remem- 
hered  or  qtioted  in  our  own  era. 
Much  of  what  he  said  must  have 
made  a  lot  of  sense  when  he  wrote 
it,  tor  it  surely  reads  well  today. 

Sample,  this  from  “Causes  of 
Unsteadiness  of  the  Currency, 
and  the  Remedy  Therefor,”  The 
Merchants’  Magazine  and  Coin- 
inercial  Review,  1840,  p.  311: 

“If  you  wish  your  business  well 
done,  you  must  do  it  yourself.  If 
you  wish  your  capital  well  em¬ 
ployed,  you  must  see  yourself  to 
its  employment.  Such  is  the  les¬ 
son  taught  hy  experience.  When 
men  give  most  attention  to  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs, 
there  is  labor  most  productive, 
and  there  is  found  the  most  rapid 
improvement  of  physical  and 
moral  condition. 

“Experience  teaches  us,  that 
whenever  there  is  difficulty  in 
finding  employment  for  capital — 
whenever  the  currency  is  ex¬ 
panded  [money  becomes 
“easy”] — there  is  a  tendency  to 
the  transfer  of  it  to  distant  places, 
to  he  invested  in  speculations  of 
doubtful  character,  the  risk  of 
which  is  to  be  repaid  with  ex¬ 
travagant  profits....  In  the  one 
case  they  seek  fortune  as  the  slow 
but  certain  reward  of  labor, 
whereas  on  the  other,  they  seek 
to  attain  it  by  the  short  but  uncer¬ 
tain  road  of  speculation — ” 
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by  Ira  B.  Cross,  Ph.D. 


Early  Banks 

AND  Their 

Currency 


The  worst  abuse  from  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  state  hank  notes  oc¬ 
curred  in  1829.  329  state 
hanks  were  in  existence  and  had 
$48,200,000  in  hank  notes  outstanding. 
By  1837  the  number  of  banks  had  in¬ 
creased  to  788,  which  had 
$149,200,000  in  bank  notes  in  circula¬ 
tion.  In  the  latter  years,  some  of  the 
Pennsylvania  banks  admitted  that 
they  had  issued  $10,  $14,  and 
even  $30  worth  of  bank  notes  for 
every  dollar  of  specie  on  hand,  the 
hank  notes  were  frequently  being 
secured  by  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  promise  to  pay. 

In  the  earliest  charters,  no  pro¬ 
visions  were  included  requiring 
the  redemption  of  hank  notes,  and 
no  legal  penalties  were  imposed 
for  refusing  to  redeem  them.  “In¬ 
deed,  many  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  century  considered  that  it 
was  improper  and  injurious  to 
call  upon  a  hank  for  specie  in 
payment  of  its  hill.  ‘Brokers 
who  sent  home  the  bills  of 
country  hanks  were  denounced 
as  speculators  and  blood  suck¬ 
ers,  whctse  extirpation  would  he 
a  public  benefit.’  Responsible  men  de¬ 
fended  the  conduct  of  hanks  in  inter¬ 
preting  obstacles  to  the  payment  of 
their  notes  to  brokers  who  had  bought 
them  up  to  discount.  A  Boston  broker 
was  brought  before  the  grand  jury  of 
Vermont  for  demanding  payment  in 
specie  for  the  hills  of  one  of  its  hanks, 
on  the  complaint  of  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  that  he  was  guilty  of  an  indictable 
offen.se.” 

It  was  generally  recognized  that  a 


hank  regarded  as  its  enemy  any  person 
who  demanded  that  it  redeem  its  own 
obligations.  The  National  Bank  was 
flooded  with  worthless  paper  money  is¬ 
sued  by  irresponsible  banking  institu¬ 
tions  which  used  various  subterfuges  to 
evade  the  necessity  of  redemption. 
Within  a  year,  after  Michigan  had 
passed  its  hanking  law  of  March  15, 
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1837,  49  hanking  institutions  had  been 
established  with  a  capital  stock  of  al¬ 
most  four  million  dollars,  only  1/3  of 
which  was  paid  in.  Those  hanks  were 
authorized  to  place  $4,362,500  of  hank 
notes  in  circulation.  By  1839,  it  was 
said  hy  one  of  the  committees  of  the 
Michigan  legislature  that  there  was, 
outstanding  in  the  hands  of  various  in¬ 
dividuals,  more  than  one  million  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  notes  issued  hy  Michigan 
hanks  that  had  failed. 


The  results  of  the  Panic  of  1837  were 
disastrous  and  widespread.  In  1842,  a 
committee  on  hanking  and  cnq'iorations 
reported  to  the  Illinois  legislature  that 
over  $42,626,000  had  been  lost  to  the 
public  hy  the  “fiscal  ra.scality  and  depre¬ 
dation  on  the  public  in  one  year,”  and 
added,  “This  is  hut  a  portion  of  the 
amount  swindled.  It  is  impossible  to  as¬ 
certain  the  amount  lost  hy  counterfeits, 
depreciations,  etc.  Bicknell,  in  the  same 
year  ( 1839),  stated  that  counterfeits  on 
254  hanks  were  in  circulation  and  enu¬ 
merated  1,395  descriptions  of  counter¬ 
feit  or  altered  notes,  supposed  to  he  in 
circulation,  of  denominations  from  $1  to 
$500.”  The  United  States  Almanac  re¬ 
ported  that  in  the  period  from  1837  to 
1841,  the  country  as  a  whole  had  lost  ap¬ 
proximately  $54  million  on  circulation 
and  deposits  as  a  result  of  hank 
failures. 

Following  the  Panic  of 
1837,  there  was  a  rather  rapid 
recovery  with  another  serious 
collapse  in  1839.  Out  of  about 
a  1 ,000  hanks  in  existence,  in¬ 
cluding  branches,  343  sus¬ 
pended  specie  payments,  56 
failed  and  62  resorted  to  partial 
suspension. 

Not  only  did  the  people  lose 
millions  of  dollars  through  hank 
notes  and  hank  failures  hut  they 
suffered  serious  inconvenience  and 
uncertainty,  as  is  evident  hy  the 
following  quotation  from  “The  Letters 
of  Lowndes  Addressed  to  the  Hon.  John 
C.  Calhoun,”  wherein  is  given  an  ex- 
ceq'it  from  the  journal  of  a  traveler  who, 
in  1840,  took  a  trip  from  Virginia  to 
Kentucky  and  returned: 

“Started  from  Virginia  with  Virginia 
money;  reached  the  Ohio  River;  ex¬ 
changed  $20  Virginia  note  for 
shinplasters  and  a  $3  note  of  the  Bank 
of  West  Union;  paid  away  the  $3  note 
for  a  breakfast;  reached  Tennes.see;  re¬ 
ceived  a  $100  Tennessee  note;  went 
hack  to  Kentucky;  fcirced  there  to  ex¬ 
change  the  Tennes.see  note  for  $88  of 
Kentucky  immey;  started  home  with 
the  Kentucky  money.  In  X'irginia  and 
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by  Ira  B. Cross,  Ph.D. 


Parly  ranks  and  their  Currency 


Maryland  compelled,  in  order  to  get 
along,  to  deposit  tive  times  the  amount 
due,  and  several  times  detained  to  be 
shaved  at  an  enormous  percent.  At 
Maysing,  exchanged  $5  note,  Kentucky 
money,  tor  notes  ot  the  Northwestern 
Bank  ot  Virginia:  reached  Frederick- 
town;  there  neither  Virginia  nor  Ken¬ 
tucky  money  current;  paid  a  $5  Wheel¬ 
ing  note  tor  breakfast  and  dinner,  re¬ 
ceived  in  change  two  $  1  notes  of  some 
Pennsylvania  bank,  $1  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  balance  in  Good 
Intent  shinplasters;  100  yards  from  the 
tavern  door  all  notes  refused  except  the 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  each 
Harpers  Ferry;  notes  ot  Northwestern 
Bank  in  worse  repute  there  than  in 
Maryland;  deposited  $10  in  hands  of 
agent;  in  this  way  reached  Winchester; 
detained  there  two  days  in  getting 
shaved.  Kentucky  money  at  12%,  and 
Northwestern  Bank  at  10%.” 

By  1841  the  state  banks  had  de¬ 
creased  to  691  (there  had  been  788  in 
1837).  From  1837  to  1843,  state  bank 
notes  issued  decreased  from  $149  mil¬ 
lion  to  $58  million.  With  the  return  of 
prosperity,  however,  state  banks  again 
were  organized  in  large  numbers  and 


their  hank  note  issues  were  as  much  a 
plague  upon  the  public  as  before.  As  the 
years  passed,  state  after  state  enacted 
more  stringent  measures  to  curb  the  ex¬ 
isting  abuses.  But  it  was  not  until  1865, 
with  the  enactment  of  a  federal  statute 
which  taxed  state  bank  notes  10%.  The 
fraud  and  evils  of  state  bank  note  circu¬ 
lation  were  definitely  and  forever 
brought  to  an  end. 

The  preceding  is  from  Financing  an 
Empire,  History  of  Banking  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  by  Ira  B.  Cross,  Ph.D.,  by  S.J.  Clarke 
Publishing  Co . ,  Chicago,  San  Francisco, 
Los  Angeles,  1927,  pp.  115-119. 


Ken  C.  Writes 

Hello  Mr.  Bowers, 

I  just  finished  reading  your  two 
previous  “Joy  of  Collecting”  articles 
in  Coin  World  about  postcard  col¬ 
lecting.  Although  my  main  collect¬ 
ing  interest  is  coins,  I  also  enjoy  col¬ 
lecting  postcards  and  even  old  road 
maps  of  my  home,  Baltimore. 

Speaking  of  Baltimore,  I  couldn’t 
help  noticing  some  coincidences  re¬ 
garding  you  and  Baltimore.  I  remem¬ 
ber  from  some  years  hack  an  article 
in  which  you  mentioned  player  pi¬ 
ano  rolls.  I  can  remember  only  one 
other  instance  of  someone  who 
talked  about  his  interest  in  them, 
and  his  name  is  George  Bowers.  I 
worked  in  his  department  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  Hospital  for 
quite  a  few  years,  and  was  surprised 
at  this  seeming  coincidence. 

I  have  enjoyed  your  writings  over 
the  years,  and  continue  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  them  in  the  future. 

Thank  You 

QDB  reply: 

Dear  Ken, 

Thanks  for  your  comments.  I’ll 
send  an  FYI  copy  to  Paul  Gilkes  (my 
editor)  and  Beth  Deisher  (general 
editor)  at  Coin  Wf/rld. 

I  don’t  know  what  it  is  about  post¬ 
cards  (which  I  have  collected  ever 
ance  1  was  a  kid,  even  before  I  col- 
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Exchange 

lected  coins),  but  my  columns  on  post¬ 
cards  in  Coin  World  have  resulted  in 
more  nice  comments  than  on  any 
other  subject  I’ve  done  in  recent  times. 

It  seems  that  numismatists  are 
“naturals”  for  being  postcard  collec¬ 
tors!  If  Amos  Press  wants  to  diversify, 
perhaps  this  is  a  field  for  them  to  in¬ 
vestigate!  The  postcard  market  is 
very  reminiscent  of  the  coin  market 
40  years  ago. 

A  few  months  ago  I  gave  Mark 
Borckardt,  of  our  staff,  a  bunch  of 
old  postcards  showing  mints.  Now 
he  is  a  superenthusiastic  postcard 
show  attendee!  Similarly, 

David  Sundman,  of  Littleton 
Coin  Co.,  is  an  avid  postcard 
collector. 

Thanks  for  your  Baltimore 
comment.  My  brother  and 
sister  were  both  bom  in  Balti¬ 
more,  and  I  spent  a  good  part 
of  my  early  youth  there — 
perhaps  some  Garrett, 

Fuld,  Eliasherg,  New¬ 
comer,  et  al.,  “aura” 
rubbed  off  on  me! 

Another  letter  on  the 
same  subject: 

Dear  Dave, 

I  have  always  wanted 
to  contact  you  and  let  you 
know  h(w  much  I’ve  ap¬ 
preciated  all  you’ve  done 


over  the  years  for  us  collectors.  I  always 
look  forward  to  your  articles  in  Coin 
World.  I  especially  liked  the  recent  one 
on  postcards.  But  there’s  tons  of  other 
stuff  that  comes  to  mind  also,  that  you 
could  write  about!  All  would  be  inter¬ 
esting,  I  am  sure. 

If  I  had  known  it  was  this  easy  to 
contact  you,  and  that  you  would  re¬ 
ply  to  my  letter,  I  would  have  written 
to  you  years  ago.  I  wish  you  and  ev¬ 
eryone  else  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  the  very  best  of  continued 
success  in  what  you  all  do. 

— William  A. 
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Territorial  and 
Private  gold  Coins 


Although  gold  had  been  discovered  north  of 
Los  Angeles  in  the  early  1840s  and  by  Native 
Americans  even  earlier,  it  was  the  finding  of  a 
fateful  gold  flake  on  January  24,  1848  in  the  race 
of  John  Sutter’s  sawmill  on  the  American  River 
near  Sacramento  that  precipitated  the  “Gold 
Rush.”  Soon,  nuggets  were  found  along  the 
hanks  and  in  the  sandbars  of  the  same  river, 
word  spread,  and  in  December  1849  the  first 
samples  from  the  new  California  gold  fields 
reached  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

In  late  1848  and  early  1849  the  world  was 
electrified  as  accounts  were  published  that  a 
week’s  work  at  the  “diggins”  in  California  could 
well  yield  a  fortune  and  that  nuggets  were  just 
waiting  to  be  picked  up.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
Americans  went  to  California  overland  and  by 
sea,  and  others  came  from  the  Sandwich  Islands 
(Hawaii),  England,  and  other  parts  of  the  globe. 
San  Francisco,  formerly  a  quiet  little  port  and 
military  outpost,  became  the  focal  point  of  com¬ 
mercial  activity  and  the  jumping-off  spot  for 
inland  explorations. 

Monetary  conditions  in  San  Francisco  were 
chaotic.  Coins  in  circulation  consisted  primarily 
of  silver  and  gold  (but  no  copper)  pieces  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  not  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  burgeoning  commerce  caused  by  the 
tremendous  influx  of  immigrants.  As  gold  was 
returned  from  the  streams  and  mines,  it  became 
a  medium  of  exchange  by  the  “pinch”  for  small 
transactions  and  the  weighing  of  gold  dust  for 
larger  exchanges.  Standards  of  quality  and  fine¬ 
ness  varied,  as  did  the  accuracy  of  scales  and  the 
integrity  of  merchants  and  bankers. 

The  nearest  United  States  Mint  was  at  New 
Orleans,  a  trip  of  many  weeks’  duration  and  un¬ 
certain  safety  and  fortune  via  ship  down  the 
Pacific  Coast  to  Panama,  across  mosquito-in¬ 
fested  lands,  and  then  by  steamer  through  the 
Caribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Clearly,  Califor¬ 
nia  needed  its  own  minting  facilities. 

In  1849  several  private  firms  set  up  coining 
factories.  In  1850  California  became  a  state,  and 
after  that  time  numerous  petitions  were  sent  to 
far-off  Washington  to  have  a  mint  established  in 
San  Franci.sco.  However,  the  commercial  hard¬ 
ships  and  emergencies  in  California  were  not  of 
primary  concern  to  the  mostly  eastern  senators 


and  representatives,  and  progress  was  slow. 
Eventually,  a  United  States  assayer  (Augustus 
Humbert)  was  appointed  and  the  United  States 
Assay  Office  of  Gold  was  established,  but  certain 
other  government  agencies  would  not  recognize 
its  coins,  and  the  situation  was  less  than  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Finally,  in  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
became  a  reality,  but  it  was  not  until  1856  that 
sufficient  coin  was  produced  there  to  render  un¬ 
necessary  coins  from  private  minters. 

Meanwhile,  the  years  1849-1855  saw  various 
individuals,  assayers,  bankers,  and  entrepreneurs 
try  their  hand  at  coining.  Some  firms  (Moffat 
being  an  example)  did  their  best  to  turn  out 
coins  of  good  weight  and  value.  Others  (Baldwin 
being  an  example)  were  somewhat  lighter  in 
weight  and  proclaimed  as  exploitative  by  San 
Francisco  newspapers,  although  in  some  in¬ 
stances  such  accounts  smacked  of  partiality  and 
incomplete  investigations. 

Most  coins  struck  were  of  the  denominations 
$5,  $10,  $20,  and  $50,  the  latter  being  known  as 
“slugs”  and  usually  in  octagonal  form  (although 
two  round  issues  were  made). 

During  the  period  from  1849  to  the  early 
1860s,  many  of  these  California  issues  were 
shipped  as  bullion  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
where  they  were  melted.  A  few  interesting  pieces 
were  saved  now  and  then  for  the  Mint  Cabinet, 
but  most  were  destroyed.  Others  were  melted  at 
the  mints  at  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  By 
1861,  most  private  California  gold  coins  no 
longer  existed. 

If  you  like  California  gold  coins,  you’ll  love 
the  forthcoming  hook  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  A 
California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Although  we  have 
no  way  of  knowing,  we  would  not  he  surprised  if 
this  volume  were  to  dramatically  increase  numis¬ 
matic  interest  in  all  coins  associated  with  this 
epic  period  in  American  history.  Those  who 
have  read  some  of  the  manuscript  have  been 
very  enthusiastic. 


FAX  YOUR  Order 
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Lovely  1851  Humbert  $50 
Lettered  Edge 
Early  Gold  Rush  Issue 


1851  Augustus  Humbert,  San  Francisco,  oc¬ 
tagonal  $50  with  lettered  edge,  887  Fine, 
“50”  on  reverse.  K-4.  AU-55,  lightly 
cleaned  long  ago.  A  lovely  example  in  green¬ 
ish  gold  with  slightly  prooflike  fields.  Very 
sharply  struck.  From  our  Rarities  Sale,  January 
3,  2001,  Lot  640,  there  purchased  by  Dave 
Bowers  to  use  for  study  in  connection  with 
his  book  on  the  Gold  Rush.  It  now  comes  to 
market  once  again,  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  specimen  in  unusually  high  grade 
with  a  very  generous  measure  of  beauty  and 
eye  appeal!  In  our  irpinion  it  is  easily  within 
the  top  10%  of  all  surviving  early  (lettered 
edge)  $50  coins  from  the  standpoint  of  grade 
and  quality .  28,500 


Minting  an  1851  $50 

The  large  and  impressive  lettered  edge  $50  coins 
made  in  February  1 85 1  were  created  by  a  \'er\'  compli¬ 
cated  process  involving  the  following  separate  steps 
once  the  planchet  was  produced: 

Step  1 .  The  obverse  and  reverse  morifs  were  stamped 
from  a  pair  of  dies.  These  dies  had  been  made  in  New 
York  City  by  Humbert  and  brought  with  him  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  obverse  teanires  an  eagle  holding  a  shield, 
perched  on  a  rixk.  with  a  thin  ribbon  inscribed  LIB 
ERTY  in  Its  beak.  .^Kwe  is  a  blank  ribbon  suitable  tor 
inscription.  The  dies  of  this  style  were  the  work  of 
Charles  Cushing  Vt'righl.  Inscriptions  on  these  pat¬ 
terns  as  well  as  the  first  iKtagonal  ingots  pnxlucM  tor 
circtilalton  have  simply  the  letters  DC  OVOT  CRS  It 
was  intended  that  the  value  in  doll.irs  and  cent'  .tnd  the 
weight  in  pennyweights  and  grains  could  simply  lx- 
stamped  in  the  place  provided  In  this  w.n  ingi'ts  i>t 
$50,  $100,  $200,  or  any  other  desirev.1  denomination 
could  be  pn\luced,  differing  from  each  othei  mib  by 
size,  weight,  atid  fineness,  but  incoiysorating  the  sam. 
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Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


>tamp  •  I  hi  reverse  i>  .it  a  tjeuinetric  “cnK'i'e  turneJ" 
Jesiyri  similar  to  that  used  on  a  watch  case,  and  reflects 
AugusiusHumbert  sskillasamakerot  such  cases — one 
■  it  the  .iccupations  he  had  followed  in  New  York  City. 

Steps  2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the 
obverse  with  three  separate  numeral  punches. 
Finene.sses  knciwn  to  have  been  thus  applied  include 
880  (usuallv  seen)  and  887. 

Step  5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the 
obverse,  from  a  single  punch.  This  punch  was  also  used 
to  stamp  50  on  the  reverse  ot  sesme  issues. 

Steps  6- 1 3.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  the 
eight  edge  faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch, 
the  eight  punches  reading  incuse:  AUGUSTUS  / 
HUMBERT  /  UNITED  /  STATES  /  ASS  AYER  /  OF 
GOLD /CALIFORNIA  / 185 1.  There  was  no  particu¬ 
lar  standard  starting  or  stopping  place  for  the  inscrip¬ 
tions,  and  the  position  of  a  given  part  of  the  inscription 
vanes  with  relation  to  its  position  to  design  elements. 
Most  have  inverted  insctiptions  in  telation  to  the 
obverse.  •  If  there  was  a  favorite  starting  and  stopping 
place  It  was  with  1851  in  the  6  o’clock  position  (as 
viewed  from  the  obverse),  AUGUSTUS  to  the  left  in 
the  7:30  position,  etc.,  continuing  the  insctiption 
clockwise.  Mote  pieces  have  been  seen  with  this  ar¬ 
rangement  than  with  any  other — hut,  as  noted,  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  tule  in  this  regard. 

Thus,  It  took  at  least  1 3  steps  to  create  one  of  the 
early  $50  pieces. 

Addendum  (not  germane  to  this  specimen):  Step 
14.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  reverse, 
from  a  single  punch.  Some  of  the  early  issues  had  the 


denomination  50  stamped  at  the  center  ot  the  rever.se, 
a  1 4th  step.  The  .same  punch  was  used  as  tor  Step  5 
above. 

Attractive  1852  U.S.  Assay  $50 
From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 

U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  San  Francisco,  $50. 
K-13,  AU-53  (PCGS).  Second  major  style 
of  the  impressive  $50  “slug,”  with  reeded 
edge,  and  with  all  inscriptions  on  the  face, 
including  around  the  obverse  border.  From 
Christie’s  sale  of  December  20,  2000,  Lot 
118 .  24,500 

Desirable  1851  Baldwin  &  Co.  $10 


1851  Baldwin  &  Co.,  San  Francisco  $10. 
Kagin-4.  EF'45  (PCGS).  Dies  by  Kiiner. 


The  obverse  is  in  the  imitatioit  ot  the  federal 
style,  but  with  BALDWIN  ik  Co  on  the 
coronet.  This  is  one  of  just  two  such  pieces 
found  on  the  S.S.  Central  America,  both  ot 
which  display  a  large  die  break  at  the  left 
obverse  border,  consuming  part  of  star  4. 
Probably  one  ot  the  final  pieces  struck,  circa 
March  1851,  at  about  the  time  Moffat  &  Co. 
conspired  to  drive  its  competitors  out  of  busi¬ 
ness.  Such  $10  coins,  once  plentiful,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  today,  and  probably  fewer  than 
20  are  known.  From  the  S.S.  Central  America 
treasure,  Christie’s  sale,  December  2000,  Lot 
123 .  26,750 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

We  welcome  interesting  communica¬ 
tions.  Address  Dave  Bowers,  Editor,  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03892,  or  reach  Dave 
through  his  personal  e-mail,  dave@- 
howersandmerena.com.  Items  deemed  of 
general  interest  may  he  reproduced  in 
one  of  our  publications. 
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TO  TI6CE  ]PXJBLIO- 


To  avoid  mlituiderttaaiUag,  piurtlM  d«alrtn){  to  dUpooe  of  oolna  will 
plMM  nolle*  the  following 

1  newr  parcha^  coin*  vltboat  firvt  •»eing  tUen>.  Peraon#  retfdingnt 
a  (llstKoee  ihoohi  seud  the  pieces  they  desire  to  sell  l>y  mail  or  expre^a. 
enclosing  an  amount  saffleient  to  return  In  case  mV  offer  U  aiiaatisfaetory. 
I  always  niake  an  offer  aa  soon  as  (be  coins  are  received,  and  return  imme¬ 
diately  If  It  Is  nut  accepte<l. 

The  prices  paid  for  coins  vary  according  to  their  condition.  A  coin 
badly  worn  may  worth  only  its  face  value;  while  tbo  rame  date  in  ouctr- 
colaled  condition  may  l>e  worth  many  doIlArs. 

Pour  oolns  are  tbo^e  which  have  only  part  of  the  deslgtis  vlslhle. 

Fair  coins  are  (hone  which  ar^  somewhat  worn,  hat  have  the  greater 
part  of  the  deaigns  plain  and  dlitinet. 

Good  eolas  are  thos^  which  have  every  part  plain  and  distinct;  no 
portion  of  Uie  designs.  1egeo<ls  or  dMee  being  worn  from  tlte  pluces  by 
being  In  rlreolation. 

Fine  coins  are  Uiose  which,  while  they  have  been  In  circulation,  show 
only  ll.e  slightest  wear. 

Uncircnlatod  coins  aro  tliictly  nnnsed,  b.dng  In  the  coiullilon  (hey 
were  when  Bret  lasnetl  from  Ute  Mint,  showing  no  sigus  wliatever  of  the 
least  nibbing  or  wear. 

Proof  ooln«  are  those  pieces  which  have  hroti  ooiiwd  at  the  Mint  for 
the  use  of  collorturs,  and  are  strictly  onosed,  liavlng  a  polUba.t  mlrror-llke 
surface. 

All  letters  of  Inquiry  mnsr  contain  stamp  tar  rstum  postage. 

I  will  payC'ASii  for  all  oolns  named  Id  this  catalogue  at  prices  annexed. 
Prices  are  from  ram  to  ruiKii'. 

JUIIN  M.  HVKRAKD, 

Lake  Village.  N.  tl. 

Itelkaap  County. 


A. 


y' 


Recently  Robert  Teeters 
found  an  interesting  cata¬ 
logue  in  a  flea  market,  and 
sent  it  to  us.  The  cover  and 
one  page  are  illustrated  here¬ 
with.  The  title  is  Hubbard’s 
Coin  Catalogue,  and  it  is  a 
premium  guide  issued  in  the 
early  1880s  at  Lake  Village, 
New  Hampshire.  Hubbard 
did  business  in  what  was 
then  called  the  Moore  Opera 
Block,  a  large  wooden  build¬ 
ing,  which  still  stands  today. 
Lakeport  is  a  district  ot 
Laconia,  and  is  now  only 
mentioned  on  the  most  de¬ 
tailed  of  maps. 

Hubbard  was  very  active 
in  numismatics  during  the 
decade  of  the  1880s  and  pub¬ 
lished  Curiosity  World,  which 
had  much  numismatic  con¬ 
tact.  We  are  delighted  to  see 
this  early  premium  guide,  a 
copy  (.)!  which  we  had  not  ex¬ 
amined  before. 
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Interesting 
American  Items 


U.S.  Pattern 
Coins 


Proof  P'390  1863  Dime 


1863  10  cents.  Pollock-390,  Judd-325.  Rarity- 
6.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mir¬ 
rored  surfaces  with  lovely  blue  and  gold 
toning . 2,195 


Gem  1862  Pattern  $10 


1862  $10.  Liberty  Head.  P-355,  J-297.  Proof- 
65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
Sharply  struck  with  subdued  Proof  surfaces, 
exhibiting  deep  mahogany  brown.  This  has 
the  appearance  of  a  “bronzed”  example,  cre¬ 
ated  through  the  use  of  bronzing  powder 

within  the  Mint  walls . 4,995 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942 
the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for 
a  suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent. 
Being  a  strategic  war  material,  copper  was  in 
high  demand.  Replacement  material  required 
various  properties  to  simulate  copper  as 
closely  as  possible.  Private  companies  were 
contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse  as 
plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  prepared 
for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which 
were  struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortu¬ 
nate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic 
“planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved. 


We  have  two  different  types  of  material:  gen¬ 
eral-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark 
brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  The  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs 
10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six  raised 
circles  on  each  side.  Order  either  type,  each 
for .  59 


HAWAIIAN  COINS 


Beautiful  Walnut  Brown  1847  Hawaiian  If 

1847  Hawaiian  one  cent.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 
A  well  struck  example  of  this  popular  issue. 
Deep  walnut  brown  color  with  some  faint 
hints  of  mint  red  around  the  devices.  1,685 

TOKENS,  MEDALS, 

Americana,  Etc. 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counter- 
stamped  on  the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with 
crown  above  all  in  oval  punch.  F-15.  ...  295 

Double  eagle  copy.  As  struck.  The  present  piece 
is  a  very  well  done  copy  of  an  1859-0  double 
eagle,  struck  in  a  brassy  composition  with  a 
reeded  edge  and  ensheathed  in  a  squared 
stainless  steel  ( ?)  housing.  This  piece  appears 
to  he  produced  in  the  last  50  years  or  so,  per¬ 
haps  as  an  insert  in  a  watch  fob  or  key  chain 
which  would  enclose  the  housing  in  leather 
or  something  similar  while  leaving  the  “coin” 
exposed.  That  a  souvenir  would  be  produced 
imitative  of  such  a  scarce  date  piece  is  un¬ 
usual,  and  its  origin  is  far  from  certain.  An 
enigma  awaiting  investigation  by  a  collector 
of  double  eagles  or  New  Orleans  Mint  coin¬ 
age .  150 

1861  Confederate  States  of  America  “Bashlow 
restrike”  cent.  Struck  in  1961  from  transfer 
dies  made  from  the  1863  CSA  cent  die  pair. 
Struck  by  Aug.  Frank,  Philadelphia,  to  the 
order  of  Robert  Bashlow,  a  New  York  City 
entrepreneur  (who  among  other  enterprises 
owned  the  QWERTIOU  Press  and  the 
Trans-Africa  Development  Company).  MS- 
65 .  39 


1900  Lesher  “Dollar” 

First  Type,  No  Imprint 

Serial  No.  8 

1900  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Zerbe-1,  HK-787.  AU- 

50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  pewter  surfaces  with 
iridescent  highlights.  First  type,  “  A  COM¬ 
MODITY/WILL  GIVE/IN  EXCHANGE,” 
etc.  Adna  Wilde  estimates  that  100  were 
struck,  of  which  about  52  are  recorded  in 
numismatic  literature .  1,895 

Ex  Ahner  Kreisherg  and  Jerry  Cohen,  1 968 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

J.M.  Slusher 

Cripple  Creek,  Colorado 
Serial  145 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-6,  HK-792.  EF-45 

(ANACS).  Lustrous.  One  of  about  260  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  been  issued  by  J.M.  Slusher, 
Cripple  Creek,  about  seven  miles  from  Jo¬ 
seph  Lesher’s  home  in  Victor.  About  75  are 
known  today .  1,450 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen,  1 968. 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.l91 1)  token.  Test  planchet.  AU. 
Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank 
planchet  was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  tor  date 
logotypes.  One  side  has  the  word  DOLLARS 
entered  along  with  dates  1885  (twice),  1893, 
and  1911  (twice).  The  two  1911  punches  are 
larger  size  and  appear  to  be  slanted  or  itali¬ 
cized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks  remark¬ 
able  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and 
1874,  along  with  another  italicized  1911.  We 
have  assigned  the  approximate  date  to  the 
latest  appearing  on  this  example,  but  who 
knows? .  2,350 

1789  Washington  cent.  Raker-14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN .  579 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1 792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,"  actualh 
made  circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  rev 
eniie  stamp  die.  Dr.  Montrovillc  \X 
Dickeson  was  the  progetiitor.  .'Xn  attractix . 
and  perenni;illy  interestmg  issue .  1.7^“' 
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Interesting  American  items 


Trio  ot  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  • 
Paker-426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight: 
1,010.6  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof. 
Rich  chrKolate  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of 
gold,  ru.sset,  and  blue  toning  in  the  fields. 
Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the  reverse 
IS  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  Gilt 
bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge. 
VC'eight:  1,069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are 
bold  and  satiny.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
noted  •  B'426B.  White  metal,  plain  edge. 
Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  be¬ 
tween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A 
beautiful  threesome  counted  hy  some 
among  the  most  beautiful  Washington  med¬ 
als  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Centen¬ 
nial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  and 
published  hy  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 

H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm.  Empire  Coin  Company, 
Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create 
these  tokens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of 
a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857 
years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  de¬ 
picts  on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNIS 
COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 
representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch 
and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the 
rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are 
with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each 
$9.95,  25  for .  149 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune” 
Casino  Device 


Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of 
fortune”  made  hy  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in 
the  20th  century — just  the  sort  of  device 
that  would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in 
Reno,  or  high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The 
wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on  its 
own  stantl  and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  po¬ 


sition.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  num¬ 
bers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored 
panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble. 
We  came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in 
Massachusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a 
check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for 
sale.  In  many  years  of  being  interested  in 
antique  gambling  devices,  we’ve  encoun¬ 
tered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basically 
“original”  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is 

essentially  pristine .  3,450 

Pels  “rebus  Puzzle”  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  pur¬ 
chased.  Crisp  Uncirculated .  375 

Imilac  1 1  grams.  Pallasite-type  meteorite,  one  of 
the  most  famous  of  only  a  few  dozen  different 
recorded  falls  of  this  beautiful  style.  With 
inclusions  of  transparent  olivine  in  an  iron 
matrix . 79.95 

What  might  have  been: 

John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Ancient  and 
Modem  Coins  and  Medals...,"  London,  1789. 
Two  volumes,  octavo,  302  and  346  pages, 
plus  other  material,  excellent  condition,  re¬ 
bound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of  ancient, 
classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 
mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some 
very  nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing . 265 

Interesting  hook.  Gambling  and  Gambling  De¬ 
vices ,]  .P  .Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  extensively 
illustrated  including  with  many  coin-oper¬ 
ated  devices,  slot  machines,  casino  gadgets, 
etc.,  with  information  on  all  sorts  of  games  of 
chance  and  various  ways  they  can  he  rigged. 
Most  probably  the  most  extensively  illus¬ 
trated,  most  detailed  study  of  its  kind.  Choice 
condition,  light  wear,  cover  bright.  From  Q. 

David  Bowers’  library .  360 

Eckert,  George  N.  Letter  dated  February  10, 
1853,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Lewis,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Port, 
reminding  the  recipient  of  the  pending  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  “Commission  for  the  annual  trial 
of  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  commonly 
known  as  the  Assay  Commission.  Double 
folded  sheet,  8  x  10.5  inches  after  fold,  the 
upper  left  and  right  corners  torn.  Very 
slightly  faded  at  edges.  This  is  a  wonderful 
association  piece  for  collectors  of  assay  com¬ 
mission  medals.  Signed  “Geo.  N.  Eckert,  Di¬ 
rector  by  R.  Pattenson.” . $595 

Wonderful  Gold  Rush 
Double  Currency  Sheet 
Gold  Rush  San  Francisco!  An  interesting 
double  sheet  of  unused  currency  notes,  $10, 
$20,  and  $50,  undated  except  for  “18,”  and 
presumably,  circa  1849.  Bearing  the  imprint 
“San  Francisco”  on  each  note,  these  were 


most  likely  printed  in  the  east  (perhaps 
Philadelphia  or  New  York),  with  the  thought 
that  the  identification  of  a  San  Francisco 
bank  or  merchant  could  be  overprinted  by 
users  in  the  Gold  Rush  era.  However,  the 
State  Constitution  of  California  made  the 
use  of  any  and  all  paper  money  illegal.  The 
vignettes  in  each  instance  picture  Benjamin 
Franklin  on  the  left  and  Washington  on  the 
right. Such  notes  were  produced  by  locking  in 
a  frame  various  typographical  elements,  in¬ 
cluding  the  various  vignettes,  decorative  bor¬ 
ders,  and  lettering.  The  double  sheet 
furnishes  a  very  interesting  opportunity  to 
note  varieties  of  the  plates,  a  field  completely 
unstudied  in  American  obsolete  currency. 
Each  side  of  the  sheet,  although  superficially 
similar,  is  different  in  terms  of  minor  posi¬ 
tions.  Note,  for  example,  that  on  the  bottom 
note  on  the  left,  the  denomination  “50”  is  set 
in  farther  from  the  left  and  right,  than  are  the 
same  denominations  on  the  note  at  the  lower 
right. 

In  general,  among  other  bank  notes  of  the 
1830s  and  1840s,  even  with  sheets  that  have 
four  of  the  same  denomination,  each  of  the 
notes  will  show  differences,  often  a  plate  let¬ 
ter,  but,  more  subtly,  differences  in  position¬ 
ing . 3,850 

1855  State  Controllers  Warrant.  Dated  March  9, 
1855  at  the  “Seat  of  Government,  Califor¬ 
nia.”  This  warrant  in  the  amount  of  $  1 20  was 
issued  to  H.B.  Meredith.  At  upper  right  and 
lower  left  are  outstanding  California  related 

vignettes .  199 

Louis  McLane  ALS,  dated  December  1,  1857, 
on  blue  ruled  letterhead  of  the  Office  of 
Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.’s  Express  and  Exchange 
Company.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Deeds,  the  addressee  otherwise 
unnamed,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Walter  H. 
Peters  of  New  Orleans  be  appointed  commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  State  of  California . 665 

Richard  Sutton,  Jr.,  Licensed  Ship  Broker, 
Buenos  Aires.  An  intriguing  document, 
dated  September  20,  1849,  chartering  the 
schooner  Rapide  of  Sweden  for  the  benefit  of 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier,  and  Co.  of 
Buenos  Aires.  The  schooner  was  to  transport 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier  and  Co.  and  their 
cargo  to  San  Francisco,  for  the  consideration 
of  “Four  Thousand  Hard  Silver  Dollars.” 
Generally  nice  condition  with  all  writing  leg¬ 
ible,  a  portion  at  bottom  missing,  including 

some  signatures .  585 

Le  Nouveau  Monde.  A  company  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  working  gold  mines.  This  stock 
certificate  is  for  ten  shares  of  25  francs  each, 
payable  to  the  bearer.  This  company  was 
“Constituted  according  to  the  Law  of  France, 
by  Acts  dated  25th  May,  1850,  and  21st 
August,  1851,  deposited  at  Paris,  and  duly- 
registered  and  published.” .  275 
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South  Fork  Canal  Company  of  Placerville,  El 
l\)rado  County,  California.  Stock  certificate 
for  one  share  of  the  Capital  stock,  at  an  issue 
price  of  $  100  per  share.  The  owner’s  name  is 
not  filled  in,  suggesting  that  this  was  payable 
to  the  hearer.  Dated  December  9,  1852, 
signed  by  A.T.  Taylor,  Secretary  and  B.F. 
Keene,  President.  Delightful  central  vignette 
of  a  large  safe  with  a  dog  guarding  the  key, 
outdoors  with  the  sun  setting  (or  rising)  be¬ 
hind  mountains  in  the  background . 665 

Interesting  Historical 
_ Newspapers _ 

Four-page  issue  of  James  Gordon  Bennett’s  New 
York  Ei’cning  Chronicle,  our  choice  of  issues, 
summer,  autumn,  and  early  winter  of  1837,  in 
the  height  of  the  “Hard  Times”  economic 
era.  Many  advertisements  (including  by 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  who  issued  tokens), 
news  items,  etc.  Copies  originally  deposited 
with  the  Library  of  Congress,  then  later 
deaccessioned  and  through  a  secured  route 
acquired  by  QDB  for  his  research  archives. 
Each  issue  is  very  rare,  perhaps  even  one  of 
a  kind.  We  have  about  150  issues  on  hand 
totally,  all  different. 

Single  issue . $24  (plus  $4  shipping) 

25  different  issues .  $420  post-paid 

New  York  American,  from  the  following  year, 
1838,  also  ex  Library  of  Congress;  many  ad¬ 
vertisements,  not  yet  checked  by  the  time 
this  notice  goes  to  press;  same  prices  as  pre¬ 
ceding. 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  1863,  four-page  issue  with 
dozens  of  advertisements,  news  about  the 
Civil  War,  etc.  Single  issue,  $30  (plus  $4 
shipping);  25  different  issues,  $500  post-paid, 
100  different  issues,  January  to  June  1863, 
$1,400. 

“Collection”  of  19th-century  newspapers  from 
the  archives  of  QDB,  dates  circa  1825  to 
1864,  New  York  City,  Cincinnati,  and  Con¬ 
cord,  NH,  all  different,  a  wide  selection  of 
years  (no  single  issue  of  a  given  paper  will  be 
dated  within  three  months  of  another  issue  of 
the  same  paper),  advertisements,  etc.,  includ¬ 
ing  at  least  three  of  Civil  War  dates.  Mostly 
ex  Library  of  Congress.  All  are  scarce,  some 
may  be  unique  or  nearly  so.  Collection  of  10 
different  for  $229,  plus  $4  shipping.  Order 
“Dave’s  Newspaper  Collection.”  Single  issue, 
$24  (plus  $4  shipping);  25  different  issues, 
$420  post-paid. 

Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors 

Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors.  Fine  condi¬ 
tion.  Breaking  up  what  may  be  the  largest  run 
in  private  hands.  Wonderful  research  and 
study  archive.  Each  issue  describes  notes  is¬ 
sued  by  banks  and  gives  warnings  about 
counterfeits,  etc.  10  different  $725;  50  differ¬ 


ent  $3,450.  Prices  include  postage.  Subject  to 
availability  and  prior  sale. 

Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell,  biographical  note.s:  • 
1830.S  onward:  In  print  as  Robert  T.  Bicknell.  In¬ 
cludes  information  about  posthumous  Bicknell  im- 
print.s;cf.  nillistin.Bun/cNoteRefiorters,  1949.  •  1830, 
July  51:  Bicknell,  a  Philadelphia,  PA,  sellet  of  lottery 
rickets,  began  publication  of  Bicknell's  Counterfeit  De¬ 
tector,  and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank  Notes,  Broken 
Banks,  Stocks,  etc.  At  the  time  there  were  about  330 
banks  in  the  United  States  TTiis  large  folio  size  periodi¬ 
cal,  published  every  second  Saturday  at  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  rate  of  $2  per  year,  became  one  of  the  more 
important  publications  of  its  genre.  After  the  first  six 
months,  the  frequency  was  changed  to  weekly.  •  1831, 
June:  Title  of  weekly  publication  changed  to  Bicknell’s 
Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Prices  Current.  • 
183  2,  October  1:  Began  the  publication  of  the  monthly 
Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note  List.  By 
May  1833  the  7th  edition  had  appeared;  frequency 
changed  to  once  every  six  weeks;  later  resumed  monthly 
publication;  still  later  was  published  twice  a  month.  • 
1836,  July  19:  Title  of  weekly  publication  changed  to 
Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Pennsylvania  Re¬ 
porter  of  Bank  Notes.  •  1836,  July:  One  week  later,  the 
title  of  the  weekly  publication  was  changed  again,  to 
Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  General 
Prices  Current.  This  title  was  maintained  until  the  last 
issue  in  large  folio  form,  June  30,  1857.  •  1839,  May  7: 
Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell  died  at  the  age  of  33.  His 
name  and  publication  would  live  long  thereafter  as  a 
relative,  Matthew  T.  Miller,  was  bequeathed  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  continued  to  operate  it.  •  1850:  The  weekly 
Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  General 
Prices  Current  claimed  a  circulation  of 4,000,  while  the 
semi-monthly  Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank 
Note  List  is  said  to  have  5,000  subscribers.  The  weekly 
was  generally  referred  as  the  Reporter,  while  the  semi¬ 
monthly  was  nicknamed  the  Detector.  •  1853:  Pub¬ 
lished  the  48-page  The  American  Book  of  Coins.  • 
1857,  June  30:  End  of  the  large  folio-size  weekly 
Reporter.  Succeeded  in  time  by  Imlay's  &  Bicknell’s 
Bank  Note  Reporter,  which  was  published  though  about 
1866. 

Gold  Rush  Bonanza! 

We  recently  purchased  25  -  count  them  -  25  - 
original  sttack  mining  shares  in  the  Anglo- 
Califomia  Gold  Mining  Company,  registered 
on  November  5,  1851.  These  stock  certifi¬ 
cates  were  actually  used,  bear  serial  numbers, 
and  were  issued  in  1852.  The  approximate 
dimensions  are  8-1/2”  wide,  and  7-1/2”  high. 
Original  stock  certificates  sold  to  finance 
adventuring  in  the  gold  fields  of  California, 
and  dated  before  1853,  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween,  and  in  our  search  for  such  things  -  for 
a  display  we  are  putting  together,  which  in¬ 
cludes  an  example  of  the  piece  we  are  offer¬ 
ing  here  -  our  luck  has  been  almost,  but  not 
quite,  zero.  Now  comes  this  little  cache,  said 
to  have  been  found  in  a  castle  in  England. 
However,  the  seller  of  this  marvelous  group 
hastened  to  add,  “whether  this  was  true  or 
just  salesmanship,  we  cannot  know!”  No 
matter,  these  items  are  nice  for  framing  - 
perhaps  together  with  a  Gold  Rush  coin? 
Offered,  for  each,  $125,  or  buy  two  for  $235 
the  pair. 

1896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  gold  bond,  1 0  X  1 4- 1  \  2  inches,  plus  at¬ 


tached  coupons,  27  or  more,  piinth  c.in- 
cclled.  Payable  FIVE  HUNDRED  IX  )L- 
LARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  Three  vignettes 
across  the  top,  the  left  and  right  being  Native 
Americans  (one  with  a  bow  and  arrows,  tbe 
other  with  a  calumet),  the  center  being  larger 
and  showing  a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or 
Rainier)  mountain  with  pine  trees  and  an 
expanse  of  prairie  in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for 
framing  and  display.  Printed  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bank  Note  Company,  issued  in  the  day 
when  a  dollar  was  worth  a  dollar,  and  in 

gold .  100 

The  Northern  Pacific,  the  first  of  the  Northern 
trapscontinental  lines,  was  chartered  by  an  act  of 
Congress  signed  by  President  Lincoln  on  July  2, 
1864.  Construction  of  a  line  to  connect  the  head  of 
the  Great  Lakes  with  Portland,  Ore.,  was  starred  in 
1870  and  completed  in  1883.  The  company  pres¬ 
ently  operates  6700  miles  of  the  line,  extending  from 
St.  Paul-Minneapolis  and  Duluth-Superior  to  Se¬ 
attle,  Tacoma  and  Portland,  and  owns  a  one-half 
interest  in  the  Burlington  Lines  and  The  Spokane, 
Portland  &  Seattle. 

1906  $1,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10x14  inches,  plus  90  at¬ 
tached  coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — 
in  the  traditional  “money  color.”  Payable 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  COLD 
COIN.  The  top  center  of  the  bond  has  an 
engraving  of  a  train  attached  to  catenary 
cables.  At  the  top  left  is  seen  a  prairie  town 
with  mountains  in  the  background.  The  top 
right  is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a  woman 
about  to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tunnel 
cut  through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia. 
Another  great  framing  item .  49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois 
Railway  Company  gold  bond,  10x14  inches, 
ornate  gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomo¬ 
tives  under  full  steam,  workers  on  separate 
tracks,  etc.  Payable  ONE  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  With  37  cou¬ 
pons  on  a  separate  but  attached  sheet,  each 
coupon  having  a  steam  engine  vignette  and 
gold  overprinting.  Printed  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  Another  bond  from 
the  age  of  gold.  Such  gold  obligations  were 
later  declared  invalid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great 

display  item . 49 

“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL.”  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three, 
the  trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget”  color  lithograph,  circa  1880s, 
issued  as  a  poster  and  labeled  by  the  T.C. 
Williams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco  manu¬ 
facturers.  Depicted  is  a  gold  miner  standing 
holding  an  unbelievable  large  nugget,  with 
.scenes  of  mining  operations  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Two  versions,  one  tall  and  rectangu¬ 
lar  measuring  1 1  inches  high  by  6-1/2  inches 
wide,  at  $199,  the  other  square,  measuring 
10-1/2  inches  high  by  10-1/2  inches  w  ide,  at 
$249.  The  sipiare  \  ersion  depicts  a  few  more 
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backi-jn'iinJ  i-lctaiU.  Orik-r  singly  nr  as  a 
pair — certainlv  a  nice  “t’o-with”  item  tor  any 
display  ot  Calitornia-relatetl  ^olJ! 

GOLD  MINERAL  AND 
CRYSTAL  Specimens 

Go  Id  mineral  specimens  from  the  cabi¬ 
net  ot  QDB.  Study  pieces  acquired  in  the 
litre  ot  ^old  research,  and  now  being 
deaccessioned:  Each  piece  was  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Daye  tor  its  quality  and  display 
value.  It  an  early-bird  reader  would  like  to 
buy  the  entire  suite  ot  gold  specimens,  take 
a  5%  discount.  All  examples  are  one-of-a- 
kind.  Subject  to  prior  sale. 


Diltz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA.  Native  gold 
with  arsenopyrite,  from  a  famous  mine.  Ex¬ 
amples,  once  seen  with  some  frequency,  are 
very  elusive  today.  Largest  dimension  about 
65  mm .  1,465 


Colorado  Quartz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA. 
Famous  “p'^icket”  mine  near  the  Diltz  Mine. 
Very  nice  specimen  ot  crystallized  gold. 
Longest  dimension  about  33  mm .  1,960 


Eagle’s  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  District  ot 
claims  worked  generally  from  1855  to  the 


modern  era.  Large  and  impressive  crystalline 
gold  specimen,  largest  dimension  about  35 

mm.,  38  gTa)Ti.s  u’cig/it.  Beautiful!  .  1,875 

l6-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Spectacular  “tree”  ot  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60 
mm.  A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study 
specimen  located  by  QDB . 6,300 


Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  from 
circa  1930s  and  from  the  old  DeMaria  and 
Garhe  Mine  (later  incorporated  into  the 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a  consolidation  of  about 
10  different  claims).  14.8  grams.  A  lovely 
specimen  ot  leaf  gold .  1,845 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 

603-569-5319 
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Visit  our  website  for  all 
your  rare  coin  needs! 

Not  only  do  we  have  a  world-class  staff  of  profes¬ 
sionals  at  your  fingertips  by  phone,  we  also  have  one  of 
the  most  frequently  visited  wehsites  in  cyberspace. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coin  collectors,  dealers,  and 
other  numismatists  visit  our  online  “office”  and  we 
invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

For  a  limited  time... 

log  on  to  howersandmerena.com  and  take  advantage 
of  a  free  trial  subscription  offer,  a  great  value! 
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U.S.  AND  WORLD 

Currency 

We  are  greatly  pleased  to  offer  a  nice  selec- 
tion  of  currency — always  a  favorite  here  at 
Rowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  From  early  Civil 
War-era  “greenbacks”  to  Fractional  Currency 
notes,  from  large-size  to  small-size  notes,  and 
from  Silver  Certificates  to  Gold  Certificates,  our 
diverse  and  interesting  currency  offering  in  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Rei'ieu’  should  meet  with 
your  hearty  approval.  Whether  you  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  your  interest  in  fine  United  States 
currency  or  you  are  a  seasoned  collector,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  list  holds  something  for  every  taste! 

Each  of  the  notfes  we  offer  below  is  carefully 
selected  for  quality  within  its  listed  grade.  Enjoy 
our  offering,  and  don’t  forget  to  order  quickly,  as 
many  of  these  fine  examples  are  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  inventory. 


LARGE  SIZE 

Currency 

Legal  Tender  Notes 


$1 .  F'30.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1880.  Bruce- 
Wyman.  Serial:  Z38748752.  Choice  Un¬ 
circulated.  A  beautiful  large  brown  seal  1880 

$1  note . 950 

$1.  E-36.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917.  Teehee- 
Rurke.  Serial:  D66776810A.  Choice  Uncir¬ 
culated.  A  pleasing  example  with  nice 

margins .  275 

$1.  F-39.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-Whire.  Serial:  R60837741A. 
C3hoice  Extremely  Fine.  Two  light  folds  are 

noted . 95 

$1.  F-40.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A68830709R.  Al¬ 
most  Uncirculated.  This  note  is  like  new  if  it 
was  not  folded  when  it  was  put  away. ...  325 


$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  E26334989A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  Virtually  gem  quality 

with  a  thin  bottom  margin .  395 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  R65945953A. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  A  wonderful 

piece  of  paper .  375 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  D69562816A. 
Choice  Extremely  Eine.  Wonderful  note 

with  a  few  light  folds .  195 

$2.  E-60.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1917. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  R95256742A. 
Choice  Very  Eine.  Very  close  to  EE,  indeed, 

with  a  few  very  minor  folds .  135 

$5.  E-88.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1907.  Teehee- 
Rurke.  Serial:  H 1653 1226.  Choice  Extremely 
Eine.  A  very  nice  note  with  a  few  folds.  310 
$5.  E-88.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1907.  Teehee- 
Rurke.  Serial:  E4247088.  Extremely  Eine.  A 

few  very  minor  folds  are  visible .  200 

$5.  F-91.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1907. 

Speelman-White.  Serial:  H87859296.  Very 
Eine.  Some  light  creases  and  other  light  signs 
of  moderate  circulation  are  present,  hut  the 
overall  appearance  and  quality  (for  the  grade, 
of  course)  make  for  a  good  value  at .  1 59 


$10.  F-119.  Legal  Tender.  Series  of  1901. 
Parker-Burke.  Serial:  E10488794.  Very 
Fine.  A  lovely  note  with  light  folds.  Consid¬ 
erable  crispness  remains . 900 

SILVER  Certificates 

$1.  F-223.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  56036.  Almost 
Uncirculated.  A  lovely  Martha  Washington 
note  with  a  very  light  vertical  center  told.  610 
$1.  F-233.  Silver  (.Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Teehee-Rurke.  Serial:  V847I  5737V.  (.Choice 
Uncirculateil .  210 


$1.  F'237.  Silver  Cerrificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Choice  Ui'icirculated.  We 
are  very  forrunate  in  that  we  have  just 
latched  on  to  a  small  group  of  rhese  popular 
large-sized  Washington  $1  notes.  Each  is 
crisp  and  attractive  with  vibrant  blue  ink  at 
seals  and  serial  numbers.  Each  is  nicely  cen¬ 
tered  and  hand-picked  for  quality,  and  each 


is  guaranteed  to  please .  1 39 

take/ive  of  these  delightful  notes  for ....  670 


$2.  F-256.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  N27580590.  Al¬ 
most  Uncirculated.  A  very  light  center  fold 
is  barely  visible .  565 


$5.  F-281.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  M52918916.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine . 950 

$5.  F-281.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  N46366544. 
Choice  Very  Fine.  A  gorgeous  Indian  Chief 
with  a  few  ver>'  light  folds . 930 

Beautiful  Choice  F-282  “Porthole"  $5 


$5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  192  3. 
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I  iNiTED  States  Currency  for  Sale 


Speelman-White.  Serial:  A3756055B. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  Looks  new 
but  has  one  li^ht  center  told.  The  “port¬ 
hole”  note,  termed  so  because  ot  the  place¬ 
ment  of  Lincoln’s  portrait  within  a  circular 
frame .  1,850 

The  tamous  Civil  War  Photographer  Mathew  Brady 
took  the  photo  on  which  this  engtaving  ot  President 
Lincoln  was  based.  Brady  studied  daguerreotypy  under 
the  tamous  inventor  Samuel  F.B.  Morse,  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  studio  in  New  York  City  in  1844.  His  record  ot 
the  Civil  War  was  published  in  1870  as  Broiiy's  Na- 
noml  Photographic  Collection. 

TREASURY  NOTES 


$1.  F-347.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1890. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  A3742149. 
Extremely  Fine.  Very  light  quarter-folds  are 
visible . 860 


$1.  F-350.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1891. 
Rosecrans-Nebeker.  Serial:  B8298061. 
Almost  Uncirculated.  Excellent  paper  qual¬ 
ity  with  one  light  center  fold . 650 

Federal  Reserve  Bank 
Notes 

$1.  F-718.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  note.  Cleve¬ 
land.  Series  of  1918.  Teehee-Burke.  Baxter- 
Fancher.  Serial:  D10982055A.  Almost 
Uncirculated.  A  great  note  with  a  light  cen¬ 
ter  fold . 275 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  NOTES 

$5.  F-851.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York.  Se¬ 
nes  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
B29068736B.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Another 

beautiful  example .  245 

$5.  F-855a.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Philadelphia. 
Series  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
C46362667A.  Veiy  Fine.  A  few  minor  folds 

are  visible .  70 

$5.  F-869.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Series 
of  1914.  Burke-Gla.ss.  Serial:  G24231822A. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  A  wonderful  example, 

well  centered  and  bright .  395 

$10.  F-908.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York, 
leries  of  1914.  Biirke-McAdoo.  Serial: 


B50390109A.  Very  Fine.  A  few  minor  folds 

and  tiny  pinholes  are  noted .  75 

$20.  F-990.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914.  Burke-Houston.  Serial: 
G31882175A.  Almost  Uncirculated.  A 
bright,  crisp  note  with  a  center  fold .  195 

Gold  Certieicates 

$10.  F-1169.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1907. 
Napier-McClung.  Serial:  B33342616. 
Choice  Very  Fine.  Some  handling  is  noted 

with  a  minor  corner  tip  missing . 260 

$20.  F-1 187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K82362884. 
Choice  Almost  Llncirculated.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  bright  colors . 605 

Small  Size 
Currency 

Federal  reserve  notes 


Series  1928  $1,000  Note 


$1,000.  F-2210-E.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Se- 


GIFT  Certificates 

The  Ideal  Gift! 

We  have  Gift  Certificates 
available  in  any  amount  from  $50 
up.  Just  call  us,  ask  for  the  specific 
amount,  give  us  your  form  of  pay¬ 
ment,  and  we  will  do  the  rest.  A 
fantastic  gift  tor  a  coin-collecting 
spouse  or  friend — or  a  great  way 
to  introduce  someone  to  “the 
world’s  greatest  hobby.” 

Or,  if  your  spouse  or  “signifi¬ 
cant  other”  collects  coins,  and 
you  don’t  know  what  terms  such 
as  “Rulau  HT-31,”  or  “1817  N-16 
obverse  hrockage  with  30  stars,” 
“Eastman  Johnson’s  holey  design, 
or  “1795  Hidden  Star  silver  dollar” 
mean,  then  buy  him  or  her  a  gift 
certificate!  And,  if  your  lucky  gift 
recipient  orders  books — always  a 
great  gift  and  value — a  discount 
awaits! 


ries  of  1928.  Woods-Mellon.  Serial: 
E00010221A.  Choice  Uncirculated.  An 
outstanding  example,  well-centered  and 
fresh .  3,750 

GOLD  Certificates 

$10.  F-2400.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1928. 
Woods-Mellon.  Serial:  A52017820A.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  A  lovely  example  that  is  three 
folds  short  of  choice  Uncirculated .  310 

$20.  F-2402.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1928. 
Woods-Mellon.  Serial:  A23729698A. 
Choice  Almost  Uncirculated.  Bright  green 
and  deep  golden  ink.  An  attractive  note,  not 
perfectly  centered  on  the  face,  but  all  margins 
wide  and  distant  from  the  design  frame.  The 
faintest  of  horizontal  creases  can  be  found 
after  careful  study.  Nice! . 429 

Currency  Lots 

$1.  F-1620.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1957-A. 
Smith-Dillon.  Choice  to  Gem  Uncirculated. 
A  lot  of  25  notes,  all  consecutively  serial 
numbered . 289 

FRACTIONAL  CURRENCY 


“Gem”  Sheet  of  Fractional  Currency! 
First  Issue,  “Postage  Currency”  5  Cents 


Act  of  July  17,  1862.  Five  cents.  F'1230.  First 
issue  (August  1862-May  1863).  Postage 
Currency.  Original  uncut  sheet  (20  notes) 
of  five-cent  notes.  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 
splendid  sheet,  with  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion  being  made  from  the  contemporary  five- 
cent  postage  stamp  design.  This  is  one  ot  the 
nicest  we  have  handled  in  our  experience — 
which  dates  back  to  well  over  40  years.  There 
are  full  margins  on  both  sides.  This  very  at¬ 
tractive  sheet  would  make  an  ideal  display 
item  if  framed;  it  is  carefully  placed  between 

two  sheets  of  Lucite . 4,750 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  Twenty-five  cents.  F-1308. 
Fifth  Issue.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Crisp  and 
attractive,  just  a  hair’s  breadth  from  Gem 

quality  and  a  heauty  to  behold . 69 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  Twenty-five  cents.  F-1308. 
Fifth  Issue.  Uncirculated.  Perhaps  not  “Gem” 
or  “Choice,”  but  undeniably  new  and  fresh. 

A  good  buy  at .  59 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  Twenty-five  cents.  F-1 308. 
Fifth  Lssue.  Almost  Uncirculated.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  and  desirable  note .  49 
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Attention  World 
Coin  Collectors! 

There  are  two  easy  ways 
to  see  the  world  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries! 


^  Our  current  world  coin  inventory  is  rap- 
#  idly  evolviiig.  It  you  would  like  our  special 
M  0  world  coin  pricelist,  now  printed  sepa¬ 
rately,  simply  call  1-800-222-5993  and  ask 
Mary  or  Jeremy  for  a  copy  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  World  Coin  List. 


2  Our  June  6,  2002  World  Coin  Auction 
Sale,  to  be  held  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin 
0  and  Collectibles  Expo,  promises  to  he  a 
strong  event.  It  you  are  a  collector  of 
world  coins,  someone  who  appreciates  the  beauty, 
history,  and  romarice  ot  world  coins,  this  cata¬ 
logue  otter  is  for  you.  It  you  send  Mary  or  Jeremy 
a  copy  ot  a  recent  Bowers  and  Merena  invoice 
showing  a  world  coin  purchase,  we’ll  send  you  a 
copy  ot  the  June  2002  auction  catalogue  as  soon  as 
it  becomes  available  (probably  mid-May).  Or,  you 
may  simply  order  the  June  6  auction  catalogue  at 
the  special  low  price  ot  just  $5.  Either  way,  you’ll 
he 


by  Mary  Toed 


BOOKS 

FOR  Sale! 

These  Books  are  for  You!  Yes,  you! 


Fielding,  Cronkite  and  Santorini 

(some  notes  from  Dave  Bowers) 

If  there  is  a  secret  to  success  in  the  field  of  rare  coins — 
buying,  selling,  investing,  or  just  plain  enjoying — it  is  knowB 
edge.  The  more  you  know,  the  better  you  will  do.  A  number 
of  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to  go  on  a  cruise  on  the  Aegean 
Sea  and  also  to  be  a  tourist  in  Greece.  I  had  never  been  to 
either  place,  and  knew  them  just  from  tradition. 

First  off,  I  bought  a  copy  of  Temple  Fielding’s  latest  travel 
guide  to  Europe.  Fielding,  who  no  longer  lives,  was  the  travel 
writer  of  Walter  Cronkite  (who  does  live):  one  of  a  kind, 
nothing  like  him  before  or  since,  and  very  believable.  Then  I 
went  to  a  large  bookstore  in  Los  Angeles  (I  lived  in  Califor¬ 
nia  at  the  time)  and  reviewed  the  hooks  on  Greece  and  the 
Aegean.  There  were,  perhaps,  a  couple  dozen  from  which  to 
choose,  some  repetitive  to  others.  I  spent  about  $300  and  re¬ 
turned  home  with  an  armload,  after  which  1  read  some, 
skimmed  others,  and  learned  a  lot.  One  small  hook  was  ex¬ 
clusively  about  Santorini,  once  known  as  Thera.  Another 
was  about  islands  in  general,  including  Cyprus  and  Rhodes. 
Later,  when  I  spent  about  10  days  in  the  area,  I  really  appreci¬ 
ated  what  I  saw,  as  I  already  knew  about  the  Oracle  of  Delphi, 
the  fantastic  eruption  at  Thera  (was  it  the  source  for  the 
Atlantis  story)),  and  the  Minotaur  and  the  clew. 

The  point  of  all  this,  is  that  in  the  field  of  numismatics, 
there  are  lots  of  delightful  books  that  can  give  you  a  leg-up 
on  your  collecting  competition,  simply  because  other  people 
may  be  willing  to  read  and  learn. 

Dare  to  be  Different! 

Buy  some  books!  And  read  them!  Not  only  will  you  learn 
a  lot,  you  will  have  a  great  deal  of  fun. 

Each  and  every  book  we  list  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
and  the  “Eagle”  albums  too,  comes  to  you  at  a  discount  of  at 
least  10%  for  any  size  order,  and,  if  the  list  prices  of  your 
book  order  total  $100  or  more,  then  a  20%  discount.  Pick 
out  the  books  you  want,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  with  your  credit  card  in  hand,  she’ll  take  your 
i  order,  calculate  your  most  favorable  discount,  and  speed  the 
b(K)ks  off  to  you! 


Worthy  of  Special  Mention 

(notes  from  Mary  Tocci) 

Now,  it’s  my  turn  to  say  a  few  words.... 

We’ve  just  received  a  large  shipment  of  The  Error  Coin 
Encyclopedia,  by  Arnold  Margolis  and  Fred  Weinberg.  This  is 
a  splendid  book,  indeed 
definitive,  on  the  title  sub¬ 
ject.  Within  the  456 
pages  you  will  find  de¬ 
scriptions,  illustrations, 
and  other  information 
about  the  “mistakes” 
made  during  the  coinage 
process.  Of  course,  how 
we  all  love  these  errors! 

Stock  No.  BMA-762.  List 
price  $39.95. 

Special  Free  Bonus! 

I  have  a  nice  bonus  for 
you,  absolutely  free  with 
your  order  for  any  book  or 
books  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Take  your  pick 
of  one  of  these  titles  from  our  popular  “Little  Editions”  series 
of  monographs,  each  a  little  study  on  a  specialized  subject,  a 
“good  read”  for,  say,  an  hour  of  quiet  time,  and  each  listing 
$4.95.  Order  by  Special  No. 

Special  No.  1:  The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline,  by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz.  One  of  America’s  leading  numis¬ 
matic  researchers  delves  into  the  mysteries  surrounding  the 
Kline  coin  dealership,  apparently  husband  and  wife,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  the  19th  century. 

Special  No.  2:  A  Review  of  the  Commemorative  Coin  Mar¬ 
ket,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Changing  scenes  and  players  in  the 
commemorative  market  over  the  years. 

Special  No.  3:  Woodward’s  Sale  of  the  John  F.  McCoy  Col¬ 
lection.  Suddenly  it  is  1864,  and  you  are  in  the  front  row  as 
one  of  America’s  greatest  rare  coin  collections  crosses  the 
auction  block — or,  at  least  after  you  read  this,  you  will  think 
you’ve  been  there!  Lots  of  fun! 
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Books  for  Sale! 


by  Mary  Toed 


Special  No.  4:  A  Curious  Thievery 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  A  Tale  from  the 
1890s,  by  A.L.  Drummond.  The  title 
says  it  all! 

And,  now,  a  super  special — 
which  you  can  request  if  you 
order  $100  or  more  list  price 
worth  of  hooks  (this  is  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  20%  discount!):  oh- 
solutely  free ,  which  I  will  call: 

Super-Special  No.  5;  One 
each  of  the  above! 

Fine  print:  1  only  have  300 
to  400  copies  of  each  title,  so 
first-come,  first  served.  Offer 
expires  when  1  run  out,  or  on 
the  glorious  first  of  June,  which¬ 
ever  occurs  first! 

Thanks,  and  happy  reading! 


.\  Cdirious 
rhievery  at  the 
hia 


John  F.  AUT'oy 
G>llection 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  President  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — Q,  David  Bowers. 

•  Vice  President — Christine  Karstedt. 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — ^Tom  Becker,  Sales  Director;  Mark  Borckardt, 
Senior  Numismatist;  Sandi  Scott,  Sales  Ass(x:iate;  Betty  Wrubel, 
Sales  Associate;  Gordon  Wrubel,  Director  o/NumismaticO/serations, 

•  Auction  Dept. — ^John  Pack,  Auction  Director;  Dr.  Richard  A. 
Bagg,  Auction  Adviser;  Cheryl  Perry,  Jenna  Van  Valen. 
Numismatists:  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank 
Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. — Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — ^Jennifer  Meets,  Mairager;  Robert  Lawrence, 
Christine  Metcalfe.  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography 
Department. 

•  Administration— John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
LaCarhonara,  Auction  Coordinator;  Debbie  McDonald,  Pam  Roberts, 
Carol  Travers,  Jeremy  Wiggin. 

•  Publications  Dept. — John  Balralis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•  Financial  Dept. — Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Controller;  Natalie  Smith. 


The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge,  (List  Price  $89.00),  brings  to  you  study  and 
research  worth  at  least  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  plus  information  gathered  by 
Harry  Bass  during  more  than  three  decades  of  collecting  and  connoisseurship!  A  better 
value  in  terms  of  information  cannot  be  imagined!  Featured  are  United  States  gold  coins, 
with  emphasis  on  die  varieties  and  issues  from  1 795  through  1834,  plus  gold  dollars,  later 
issues  hy  design  types,  with  special  paragraphs,  and  even  entire  sections  on  key  issues.  In 
addition,  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  information  concerning  United  States  $3  pieces  (a  Bass 
specialty),  pattern  coins  including  great  rarities,  and  certain  paper  money,  specifically  the 
elegant  “Educational  Notes”  of  1896. 

Carefully  prepared  over  a  long  period  of  time  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
and  a  staff  of  researchers  and  consultants,  including  some  of  the  most 
important  figures  in  numismatic  studies,  this  volume  is  illustrated  in 
full  color,  printed  on  high  quality  paper,  and  is  destined  to  become  an 
essential  source  for  fascinating  reading  as  well  as  in-depth  numismatic 
in-formation,  much  of  which  cannot  be  found  in  any  other  single 
volume.  Sponsored  and  under-written  by  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr., 
Foundation,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  books  ever  to  be  presented  to  the 
field  of  numismatics.  The  author,  Q.  David  Bowers,  would  be  pleased 
to  autograph  and  personalize  your  copy  upon  request  (please  state  the 
name  of  the  recipient). 

Call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1-800-222-.S993. 


HARRY  W.  BASS,  jR. 

MU.SEUM  SYLLOGE 


Q.  OaHd  Bourn 


X 
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Numismatic  ^ 
Books  For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book 
order  totals  up  to  $  1 00  in  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  Uciud  Bdurrs 

Covers  all  American  series  troni 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 
to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 

HardhounJ. 

Stock  No.  BBM- 1 30. 

List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  Stato 
Coinage 

A>  flhM'Moi  bv  (l]« 
Guam  CUiect<gH 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  Diwid  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Raker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  hook.  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM- 135. 

List  $57.95 


United  Sutei  Cold  Com 
Ao  UuHuwd  llmwy 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature:  Volume  TNineteenth 
Century  Aliction  Catalogs 


hy  John  W.  Adams 

Reprinted  hy  George  F.  Kolhe.  This 
classic  work  is  the  foundation  stone  for 
studying  19th'Cen- 
tury  com  dealers,  auc¬ 
tioneers,  and  cata¬ 
logues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List:  $49.50 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMAHC 
LITER.STURE 


The  ana  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  Dai'ul  Bowers 

A  two-volume  hook  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 


from  1891  to  date, 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-710. 

List  $  1 59.00 


1,768  pages,  illus- 


Amerteu  .VaalsMatfc 

ccNiiaivui.iiBi'nMtv 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  hook  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  fas¬ 
cinating  collection 
which,  when  sold,  re¬ 
alized  $44  million! 

176  pages,  illustrated. 

Second  printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


E.  Eliasberg 

♦ 

A'ftrg  of  Coins 


U.S.  and  Pieces: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Boivm 


An  inside  view 
pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


of  these  series.  168 


Ur<il«>t  Slal» 

anH  Ravt  nt 


Handbook  of  ZOth-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 


By  David  Akers 


Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and 

Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  - 

and  $20  gold  coins. 

184  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  $19.95 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
THE  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of 
information  on  these 
popular  series.  1997 
prices  for  every  date 
and  mintmark.  304 
pages,  illustrated 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-402. 

List  $19.95 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 
and  THE  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 
the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  ovet 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 

List  $69.95 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bou'crs 

An  arcane,  hut  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
hook  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  a  re¬ 
fund  will  he  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  hook  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  .Musee  des  Augusiins 

This  hiHik  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 
museum  of  the 
ANS.215pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $69.95 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-600. 

List  $49.95 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 


By  A/  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168 


pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-I05. 
List  $29.95 


IHC  COM^Tl 

nutor  TO 

UBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 


Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  hook  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 
the  19th  century.  A 


lor  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-40I. 
List  $29.95 


Encyclopedia  of 

Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bower.s 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  hook  has 


become  the  standard 
time  automatic  music 
music  or  nostalgia, 
you’ll  love  this 
hook.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  .soki! 
Hardbound. 

StiKk  No.  BBM-R02. 
List  .$89.95 


reference  on  old- 
nakers.  If  you  like 

(l^tKvtUvrbu  tf  SutainUir 
''  i)!>a«U4f  JnxrvmnM 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bou'crs 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
lo.ss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  cov¬ 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-724. 

List:  $65.00 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bou'crs 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  di.scussed.  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

StiKk  No.  BBM- 302. 

List  $9.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  AND  Colonial  Coins 


The  master  source,  the  fountainhead 
of  information  gathered  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  By  one 
of  America’s  most 
highlyacclaimednu- 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stwk  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $135.00 


\^AITER  BREED'S 

ciMtiiint: 

ENC:U:UJPEI)I  A 
li.S.  ANI)i:OM)MAI. 

COINS 


■v1  H'  .H/AF’RII.  2002 


78 


Rare  Ul^in  review  •«14u 


WaI  ThR  BrEKN’s  EncYCI-OPEDIA  oe 
Eari  y  United  States  Cents 
179C1814 

Edili’d  hy  Mark  Borclairiit 

Evcrytliinf;  ycni’vc  always  wanted  to 
know  ahoiit  the  lart;e  cent  senes.  895 
pafjes,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stink  No.  BBR-999. 

List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound. 

StiKk  No.  BBR-999A. 

List;  $149.95 


Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  Bre.sseli 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  ot  the 
projrrani,  a  history  ot  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pafies,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  By  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael 
Hudder 

A  companion  to  the  two- volume  ANA 
History.  Specialized  research  articles  by 
some  of  the  hobby’s 
leading  figures.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-71 1. 

List  $65.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcas  ing 
at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editirrs  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  hy  “What 
Will  It  Cost?"  and 
“Fast  Facts”.  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

StiK-k  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


CtiiNWoRLD  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Com  World 

This  7th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metals, 
de.scriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated.  [(ofciWpridg^l 

Softbound.  lALMANACI 

Stixk  No.  CVVA-250. 

List  $20.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re- 
ptint. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


kARLI  COINS 
AMtRK.A 


United  States  Small  Cents- 
Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995'June  2000 

Compiled  by  John  Dannreiither  &  Jeff  Garrett 
Lots  and  lots  of  data!  If  you  like  to  pore 
over  market  prices, 
numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam 
with  this  book!  643 

pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BDA-800. 

List:  $100.00 


I  Ml  H)  SI  M  IS 
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America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  world.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

THE  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr,  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  M  int  then 
this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t 

know  about  it,  that _ 

is  all  the  more  rea- 
,son  to  order  a  copy! 

254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BnO-505. 

List  $75.00 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  btxtks!  If  your  Kxtk 
order  totals  up  to  $  1 00  in  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  100,  take  a  20%  disettunt  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  Uai’id  and  John  Feigenhaum 

An  in-depth  survey  ot  the  Mint  Stare 
cettified  coins  ot  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  halt  dollars  1892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.Dand  Jeff  Oxman 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  1 00  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for 
those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  1 37 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.  BFE-30I. 
List  $24.95 


The  lop  lOU 
Munton  IhiHar  Yarletin: 
Ihr  \\M  Krjx 


nee,  de- 
:e  genu- 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refete 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recogni 
ine  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 1 5. 

List  $10.00 


Cherrypickers’  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Firaz  and  J  .T.  Stanton 
The  1 50  most  in¬ 
teresting  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220pages,  il- 
lusttated. 

Spiral  bound. 

StiK'k  No.  BFI-1 14. 

List  $19.95 


mttmiivrimiis  Kitkiiaint 
lonst 


Cherrypickers’  Glide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 
Fourth  Edition-’v'olume  1 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  ot  variet¬ 
ies  ot  U.S.  coins  from 
half  cents  to  jeftenson 
nickels  ate  dccscribed 
and  arranged  byrwoot 
the  hobby’s  most  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  422 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

StiK-k  No.  BFI-950. 

List  $34.95 


Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

Rill  shares  ovet  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills 
needed  to  have  tun 
in  coin  collecting. 

120  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 20. 

List  $15.95 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
ON  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available  dealing 
solely  with  this  19tli  century  denomina¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  this  book 
will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  ofit.  160pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

StiK'k  No.  BFL-300. 

List  $37.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  book  will  make  attribution  ol 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  1 30  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  Knind. 

Sux'k  No.  BFI  'KM. 

List 
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Numismatic  ^ 
Books  For  Sale! 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book 
order  totals  up  to  $1CX)  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Those  A.vi.\zing  Coins 
A  Kid’s  Guide  to  Collecting 

By  Kevin  Flynn.  Run  Vulpe 
and  Kelsey  Flynn 

An  all-encompasing  beginner’s  guide 
to  coin  collecting 
geared  to  young  numis¬ 
matists.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-305. 

List  $9.95 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar¬ 
ticles,  charts  and 
color  illustrations. 

216  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


HAHDBOOK 


Paper  Money 
OF  THE  United  States 

By  Ruben  Fnedberg 

With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S.  and 
Arthur  L.  Fnedberg 
The  essentia 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-I05A. 

List  $38.50 


PAPER  MONEY 

Ilf  THF  1  'NIITD  STSTF.S 


The  Complete  Guide 
TO  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brum  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in- 
teresred  in  Liberry  Seared  dimes.  Each 

date  and  mmrmark  _ 

i.scovered,  including 


grading,  major  vari¬ 
ety  analysis,  history, 
and  scarcity. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  Bf;R-222. 
List  $36.95 


nM  COUrUTt 
Gi/fOC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
DIMES 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 

By  Sylvia  Galley  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin 
research,  this  volume 
has  j  ust  been  reprinted 
with  the  addition  of 
new  plates  and  pho¬ 
tographs.  206  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BHE-700. 

List  $30.00 


Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies 

By  Ron  Guth 

A  great  how-to-do-it  hook!  357  pages, 
softbound,  extensively  illustrated.  A  truly 
great  basic  guide  to  buying,  selling,  trad¬ 
ing,  and  enjoying  coins,  by  a  highly  ac¬ 
complished  professional  numismatist. 
A  highly  recom¬ 
mended  volume  that 
belongs  in  every  nu¬ 
mismatic  library. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGU-I08 
List  $21.99 

A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  J.  Flodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  tocommemo 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 
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The  Civil  War  Tokens 
Collectors  Guide 

By  Bryon  Kansinger 

For  the  Cival  War  Token  enthusiast, 
this  new  work  will  give  valuable  back¬ 
ground  information 
and  valuations  to  as¬ 
sist  collectors  in  their 
efforrs.  238  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BKA-900. 

List  $27.00 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibsuim 

A  guide  to  market  availability  of  vari¬ 
ous  issues  in  various  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-85IA. 

List  $50.00 


Ctrdfied 

Comineiiionitives 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nicktls 

By  David  Lange 

This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-I06A; 

List  $36.95. 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete  Guide 
TO  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 
for  two  hooks!  392 


pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-I07. 
List  $43.95 


TMK  CUIPK  TO 

LIMrCOLNf 

CENTS 


The  Complete  Guide 
TO  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Laurence 

A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 
the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some 
of  the  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die  ?  These  ques¬ 
tions  and  more  are  an¬ 
swered  in  this  guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-I09. 

List  $29.95 


Longacre’s  TwO'Cent  Piece: 

1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent 
piece  has  been  studied  hy  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours 
of  enjoyment  attrib¬ 
uting  your  collection. 

248  pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W  McCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismat¬ 
ics'  most  accomplished  authors.  Packed 

with  information  on _ 

this  obscure  but  fasci¬ 
nating  series.  293 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRL-IOO. 

List  $75.00 


Fedeml 
Hair  Dimes 
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Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 

An  Annotated  Index 
OF  THE  First  100  Issues 

By  K'en  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject. 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this! )  93  pages, 
Softbound. 


Stock  No.  BMT-IOO. 
List  $19.95 


Bow'ers  and  Merena’s 
Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of 
coin-related  topics,  from  famous  figures 
to  studies  on  popular  series  to  investiga¬ 
tive  reports. 


A  Curious  Thievery  at 
THE  Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-50I. 

List  $5.95 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin 
Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowen 

Stock  No.  BLE-502. 
List  $5.95 


The  Curious  Case  of 
THE  Coin  Collectors 
Kline 

By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Oros;,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503. 
List  $5.95 


Woodward’s  Sale  of 
THE  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bower.i 
SuKk  No.  BLE-504. 
List  $5.95 
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Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 


First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 


E.  Locke  Mason, 
Philadelphia 
and  Boston  in 
the  19th  cen 
tury.  Great  read 
ing  tor  the  nu 
misinatic  huft. 
Hardbound 
3  Volumes. 

Stock  No. 

BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 
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U.S.  Patterns 
AND  Related  Issues 

By  Andreu'  W.  Pulivck  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bouiers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail- 
ahle  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  ev¬ 
ery  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 
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Numismatic  ^ 
Books  For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  btxtks!  If  your  btxtk 
order  totals  up  to  $  1 00  in  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  ttffered  at  special  prices). 


The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book 
1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P,  Manley,  Ph.D. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-850. 

List  $75.00 


'TXe 

HALF  CENT 
Oi«  Stett  Book 

1743-11(57 


The  Early  Paper  Money 
OF  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 
every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 


History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting 
Historical  Letters  and  Documents 


by  Kenneth  W.  Rendell 

Written  by  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 


the  world  has  ever 
known,  this  hook 
makes  dandy  read¬ 
ing  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  history. 
279  pages,  ill. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRE-1 13. 
List:  $29.95 


llistuiy  Conn  s  to  Life 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in¬ 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 


A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  yeats  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


California  Coiners  and  Assayers 


By  Dan  Owens 


A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 

List  $49.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F .  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library 
system.  It  is  true! 

Now  in  its  18th  edi¬ 
tion,  224  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRLl-414. 

LLst  $12.95 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition. 
Volume  1,  1856-1858 


by  Richard  E.  Snou* 

Definitive  for  1856-8  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  including  the 
famous  1856,  PLUS 
pattern  Indian 
cents  and  other  pat¬ 
terns  of  1858.  128 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  501. 

List:  $24.50 


United  States  Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton 

Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  vari¬ 
ous  United  States 
auction  houses,  a 
dandy  guide  to  what 
is  “out  there."  60 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-400. 

List  price  $29.95. 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  hook. 

Photographs  of  die 
varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 

List  $59.95 


UNITED  STATES 

NUMISMATIC 

AUCITO.X 

CATAL06UES 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1 783  to  present,  with 
photos,  descriptions, 
and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition. 
Volume  6,  1900-1909 


by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Great  guide  to  repunched  dates  and 
other  interesting 
varieties  in  this 
highly  affordable 
section  oftheindian 
cent  series.  Over 
100  pages,  ill. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  506. 

List:  $18.00 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  hook  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

StiK-k  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discus.ses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  1 74  pages, 
illiisttated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-51 1. 

List  $12.95 


Standard  Catalog 
OF  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 


By  Rus.seil  Rulau 

C'ontains  thou.sands  of  listingsand  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 


everything  else  you 
need  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  collect,  enjoy, 
and  appreciate 
United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Sunk  No.  BRLl-725. 
List  $47.95 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M  Sullivan 

This  hook  illustrates  manv  diffetent 
types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide  tor 
answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors 
and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431  ji'\ 
pages,  illiistr.ited. 

Sj'iral  bound. 

SuH-k  No.  BSILHW 
List  $32.00 
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Numismatic  ^ 
Books  For  Sale! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book 
order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Encyclopedi.a  of  U.S.  Silver 
Gold  Comme.morative  Coins 
1892-1989 

B\  Amkmy  Swuitck  >5^  Vt  alter  Breen 

.A.n  updated  version ot  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 


The  Complete  Guide 
TO  Franklin  Half  Dollars 

B>  Rick  Tdtruukd 

The  first  hook  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  halt  dollar 
series.  Inc  hides  date- 
hy-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  infor¬ 
mation,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more. 

240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-100. 

List  $19.95 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 

By  Anthony  J.  Taras^ka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  known  eagle  die 
marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-900. 

List  $69.95 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
AND  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introducnon  by  Q,  David  Bowers 

E.xplains  and  illustrates  the  standards 
tor  grading  Mint  State  coins,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock 
Connection 

By  Robert  Van  K\;in 

Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silvet 
mines  of  Nevada’s 
Comstock  Lode, 
the  minting  of  the 
popular  Carson 
City  dollars,  and 
much  more.  300 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-980. 

List  $34.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  infotmation,  sut- 
faces,  lustre,  die  vari¬ 
eties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  B\VI-819. 

List  $35.00 


Crime 

1873 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  k'cvm  Flynn 

Features  1 39  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 

List  $39.95 


Gold  Coins 

OF  THE  DaHLONEGA  MiNT 
By  Douglas  Winter 

Focu.ses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics. 

250  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWl-818. 

List  $25.00 


CMn  W  fM 
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Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  We.der  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


John  Reich 

a  numi.stnatic  hiography 
by  Stcu'urt  Wit/ium 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer  of  the  1 807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVVl-900. 

List  $12.95 


The  Standard  Guide 
TO  THE  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  com 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 


Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bouvrs 

This  book  draws  a  roadmap  detailing 
both  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion, 
represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 


Of*  8  8 


Softbound. 

StcKk  No.  BTR-950. 
List  $11.95 


COINS 

,  o  V  E  B 

$100 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  fot  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWl-202. 

List  $40.00 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Universe  Company 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfehoro,  NH  03894 
Toll  Free:  1-800-458-4646 
In  New  Hampshire:  569-5095 
Fax:  1-603-569-5319 

Visit  us  on  the 
worldwide  web  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this  populat  Coin 
Lf/re  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chaptersin 

the  b<K)k:  42.  224 

pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
AND  Encyclopedia 
OF  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 


By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  fif 
A .  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

SuKkNo.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
AND  Pricing  Guide 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist  and  the 
.serious  or  beginning  variety  collector. 
Each  variety  is  listed 
with  all  you  need  fot 
enjoyable  and  accu¬ 
rate  attribution.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

StiH-k  No.  BWI.400. 

List  $40.00 
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Publications  oh  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

Fnmi  the  illu,struni>  si-ries  iit  nunio- 
)’r,iph>  relating  tci  rhe  “GiiiiaHC  ot  the 
Ainoncas  Cimtercnce”  held  each  year  in 
New  York  C'ity  hy  the  ANS,  each  volume 
IS  superb,  contains  the  wrirk  ot  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  he  a  tine  addition  to  any  library. 

America’s  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
CKitli  harJEound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

LLst  $15.00 

America’s  Silver  I 
Dollars 

Edited  hyjdhn  M.  Kleeherg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illu.strated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-211. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00 

The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Rickird  G .  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  hy  Philip  L.  M<«,sman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  ]ohn  M,  Kleeherg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215. 

List  $25.00 


Something  Different 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer 
you  All  Evening  af  the  Howe  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe 
Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the 
"Mighty  Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  or¬ 
gan  owned  by  Dave  Bowers.  We  guar¬ 
antee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of 
fun  and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 


<  of  llM  AnwrirM 
CofttvdffMKm  Pertod 


Money  oe  the:  American  Colonies 

AND  CONEEOERATION 
By  Philip  L.  Mo.s.siTuin 

A  .superb  .study,  sepitnitely  published 
hy  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
SylvesterS.  Crosby's 
Early  Coin.s  of 
America.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

SUKk  No.  BMO-200. 

List  $100.00 


MONEY 


Numismatist’s  “Companion” 

Books 

Each  hook  in  the  “Companion”  series 
is  edited  hy  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  hy  various  authors.  LYelightful 
and  informative  reading.  Softhound,  5-1/ 
2  hy  8-1/2  inches. 

Ni  Mi^MATiff^coiNTRYSiiiIi  Ni.Mi«k4.ATin'«  nrr¥5inh 

COMPANION  COMPANION 


NtMis\iAri$T'$wrHktND 

^'Mis^Ampax  COMPAI^ION  vlpA'NIoj^ 


Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Laktside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95 


Stock  No.  BCD-1. 
List  $24.95 


Numismatic  ^ 
Books  For  Sale! 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  trn  ALL  btxrks!  If  .your  lxx>k 
order  totals  up  to  $  100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $  100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Terms  of  Sale 

1 .  Any  item  can  he  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a  m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  infonaation  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  rhe  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  it  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  tor  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will 
be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  it  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Intetest 
will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  pet  month  (12%  pet  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1 
p.m.  Eastern  rime.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request)  for  coin  orders  ot  $500  or  more;  just  $  10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  teceipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a 
return  privilege  of  seven  (71  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  arc  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  setA-ices  must  be 
returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  desetiption  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  ot  the  cataloguer  and  are 
not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  w'hetherexptessed  or  implied,  is  made  with  re.spect  tosuch 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Furthet,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  periixl  ot  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  rhat  our  conservative  grading  and 
reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  wcirld  tixlay. 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  ot  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  furthet  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  .As.srx:iation  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organisations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979 
and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1 983- 1985.  Other  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-countet  facilities.  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  'X’e  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability’  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretatums 
may  change  over  a  pcruxl  ot  rime.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  arc  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  ot  venue, 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  law^. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have 
made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  resfHinsible  for  errors  which 
may  occur. 
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YouVe  come  to  the  right  place  for 

Numismatic  Supplies 


I  “Bausch  &.  Lomb”  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 

For  discount  information  on  magnifying  glasses,  see  page  76. 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  a  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses 
fold  into  the  case,  which  serves  as  the 
handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide 
field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of 
coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our 
favorite  all-purpose  glass . $23.00 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens 
system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass, 
swings  into  a  chrome-plated  case/ 
handle.  7X  power.  Dave  Bowers’  favor¬ 
ite!  Limited  field  of  vision;  excellent 
for  detail  work  (overdates,  die  varieties, 
repunched  letters,  etc.) . $44.00 


Stock  No.  BL'5X:  Inexpensive 
“Packette”  5X  magnifier  of  molded 
optical  plastic.  Folds  into  a  plastic 
case.  A  good  pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively; 
if  you  lose  it,  you  can  easily  buy 
another . $9.00 


“Certified  Coin  Estate’’  Display  Album  Cases 


This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted 
wooden  case  which  opens  like  a  hook — accented  with  brass  hinges  and 
an  engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette 
trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying 
your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders. 
Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins, 
would  do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1 878- 
1921,  ever  formed. 


Here  is  how  to  order: 


CCE-00 1 :  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue 


for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray) . $149.95 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-02 1 :  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 
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CCE'022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice 
of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $24.95 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  .  $  12.95 

Sorry,  discount.s  do  not  apply  on  Certified  Coin  Estate  Albums. 
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Intercept  Shield”  Coin  Albums,  Holders  and  Protective  Boxes 


“Eagle  Albums”  For  Certified  Coins 


Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  cerrified  coins  in  a  single 
album.  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The 
smaller  ANACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in  the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam 
U-shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds  9  cerrified  coins  and 
allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27: 3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List  Price:  $22.50,  but  see 
page  76  for  discount  information. 


The  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  albums  features  technology  intended 
to  provide  state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion.”  The  manufac¬ 
turer  states  that  “this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  material  that 
contains  active  additives — which  instantly  neutralize  corrosive  agents  and 
cleans  the  environment.  A  permanent  and  irreversible  chemical  reaction 
renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt  to  migrate  through  the  material.*” 

It  is  said  that  these  holders  will  stabilize  the  surface  of  a  coin — in  that 
attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way,  “bright”  coins  will  not  become 
toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we  make  no 
warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have 
heard  nothing  but  good  things,  and  we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these 
holders  are  attractively  presented.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 

Coin  Albums  Available 

3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  HSCl  . $22.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSC2 . 35.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  •  Stock  #1SN3 . 20.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  •^rISN4 . 26.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  #ISD5  . 20.50 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISD6 . 24.50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISQ7 . 35.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  HSQ8 . 26.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  ■«^ISQ9 . 26.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  HSQIO . 22.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  #ISHD11 . 24.50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock  #ISHD  12 . 20.50 

6  page  Kennedy  Half-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSHD13 . 28.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  #ISMD14 . 24.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock  #ISMD  15  . 24.50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  •  Stock  #1SPD16 . 20.50 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSED17 . 24-50 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISAED18 . 24-50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSSBA19 . 20.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  #ISSD20  . 20.50 

Double  Protection  Box  System  •  Stock  HSDPBS . 1  3.95 

*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lah  Innovations.  Tested  hy  Lucent  Technologies. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENAn 

GALEERIES 

A  Collectors  Universe  Company 


Box  1  22  4  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  0  3  8  9  4 
800-222-5993 
In  NH:  5  6  9  -  5  0  9  5 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmercna.com  •  e-mail:  rarecoingallery@bowersandmercna.com 

(NASDAQ:  CLCT) 


